A BIT OF HISTORY

In Comparison With the Hard
Winter of 1879-80, the Present
Winter Reminds Old Settlers,

‘fha old settlers, the ploneers of the
Ashley Valley, have often compared
the present winter with the winter of
1879-80, famlarly known in local his-
tory as the hard wintcr

True, this winter has already been a
hard one and many a farmer, prospect-
or and stock raser 18 waiting anxtous.
ly for the advent of that enchanting sea-
son known as apring, Butthe prospects
are that & number of days, and per-
haps, but we aincerly hope not, weeks
must elapse before the farmer will be
able to brighlen his rust caten plow.

Q) share 1n the fertile sol, the prospector
\ will hue away to the high hulls and the
,h cattle, now eating $10 hay, will be
Q driven to range or pasture

The snow this winter hasbeen almost

as deep ag 1t was the “’hard wimnter

% But this has been & very muld tempered

QN one, while the other was extremly

N\ frig;ed  Ten degreea below zero has
been the lowest tempetrature registur-
ed this winter and many s day has been
warm enough to melt the snow 1n
southern exposures Again, the people
now have comfortable hornes, feed for
stock and constant communucation with
the rest of the world, while such wan
not the case 1n 1879

The comparison of the two winters
has led us to interview old settlersa
Iittle and give 4 few of the leading
imcadents of that memorable period mn
the history of Uintah County. How-
ever, we realize that the sketch will
not be complete and we cannot hope to
make 1t free from errors, butit may
serve as a nucleus to the history of the
early settlement of this valley.

The settlement of the Ashley vall}?«
dates back to 1877. The first settlers
located along Ashley creek and their
holdings were more in the nature of
atock ranches than farms During 1878
a number of mormon colomsts made
their advent into the valley and i1n the
spring of 1879 the Ashley Central canal
was commenced The indivaduals who
ﬂrat diverted the water and placed 1t
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upon their Jand were Lycurgus Johnson,
A J. Johnstun and Dawvid Johnson,
The route of the canal constructed by
them wag tho present route from the
pont of diversion to James Haclang's
carner. The time occumed 1in taking
put the water and placing 1t ppon land
{n Vernal was about three weeks The
first Jand irngated in  Venral wag near
the site of the new Stake Tabernacle

During the season of 1879 a number
of new settlersarnived and raised crops
There wera three deaths durng the
summer of 1879 that we will mention,
They were Mrs, J, II Black, wife of
Grandpa Black, Mrs Clara Westover,
a mater of Mra Caroline A Stringham,
and Robert Spyder He was struck by
bghtming and nstantly killed Mra
Black was the first person whose re-
mains were interredn the Vernal cem-
etery

Durning September 1879 the Meeker
massacre accurred at Meeker, Colorado
At that time there was a reservation
w the western part of Colorade with
the Agency at Meeker All the male
employees 1ncluding Colonel Meeker,
the agent, were killed and the women
and children taken prisoners, Itisan
open secret that a number of the Un-
tah Utes jomed their cousms at Meek-
er and a peneral massacre of all the
white seltlers in this whole se:tion of
country wae planned by the Indians
Dut some of the old chiefs of the
Uintahs, who were friendly with Uncle
Jerermigh Hatch and the late I J.
Cluk, among them Jacob Arapmme
(Yenhs) and Tabby, rode over in the
night and warned Hatch and Clark that
the amettlers must gather together,
otherwise the friendly chiefs mght be
unable to control their young men
Thie advice was acted upon by the
settiera without delay. Over twenty
families collected here at Vernal, the
Dry Fork people fled toold Ashley.
In these two places moat of the people
remamed until the excitement submd-
ed Many of the families remained
there nll winter There was alsoa
small group of families who spent the
winter on White niver above Ouray,
Thia was before tha Uncompsahgre
reservation had been created.

The winter of 1878 9 had been a very
mild one and early settlers of this val.
ley believed that stock would winter
here easlly without hay or shelter,
fut the winter of 1879-830 disabused
thenn nuinds of this mstaken i{dea
The first snowstorm occurred Noveme
ber 2, 1879 and belfote January there
wes over eighteon Inches of anow on
the ground Tha weather waf a0 cold
that the spirituous liquora dispensed by
Mr Bently, our only hquor vender,
sometimes froze «olid envugh to burst
thebottles Fornearly three months the
sun had htitle or no effect on the south
gide of the houses All communication
with the outside world was cut off for
about two months, there wes no mayl
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carried cither in or out of the valley,
When the mal carrier managed to
snewshoa it over the range to Green
Ruver city and brought the long delay-
ed newspepers the people wera emus-
ed at the Information that early in the
winter they had all been massacred.
Another condition was acarclty of
provisiong, Money there was, but 1t

.| would not buy the ataff oflifa for thera

wes none hers to be purchased.
However, there was the gramn ralsed
in the valley the proceeding summar,
but no roller Mournmmg mull. At thia
juncture Bill Reynolds, our preasent
miller at thea Reynolds & Fletcher
mill, conceived the idea of bullding a
mill with materials avmlble Among
the settlers waa a etone cutter, by
name of Moroni Taylor. Under Reyn-
olda direction he cut out a pair of burrs
from two large hard boulders The
carpentera huilt the frama work and a
mill capable of reducing the whent
into meal was completed and attached
to a horee power, For a time horces
formed the motive power but toward
apeing, when most of the horses hod
passed to the great beyond, men and
boys were asubstituted as the propel-
hing force, g

This mall ground every thing that was
placed n the hopper and as the wheat
that reason was very smutty the pro-
duct was a meal aablack as the prover.
bial sce of spades. Upon this unpalat-

ahke submsted for about four months
It was not uncommon for people to
nviteZeach other to Sunday dinners
and m every inastance the bill of
fare conmsted of one articla—black
bread There was one remarkable
ferture of the whole community being
redaced to u common level, viz: there
was no class distinction, or jealousy
over each other's wealth The people
fwere united and happy ln fect at
that time they were very thankful to
be numbered among, the llving,

One of the great msfortunes of the
settlers that winter was the heavy loss-
es of cattlennd horses A few killed
pact of their cattle in the early part of
the winter, It was a common saying.
“We will kill our amimals to save their
livea "' When spring arnved the re-
ports of gettlers wha were pearching
the range for atock were mimply appal.
Iing Out of forty or fifty hesd it was
not unusual for 8 man to come out with
one or two ammals A nombsr of the
settlers had only one horse Jeft n the
spring  So the next crop was planted
under the most difficult circumstances
mmagmable A number of expeditions
were made that winter after deer and
antelope, which were very pleatiful
here at that time DBut before mid-
winter these ammals were so poor ms
to be valueless for food Eailyn the
gpring or about the first of Apnl =
large company of settlers left the
valley wvia the Strawberry Valley
route They were unable to get to
Heber City until the latter part of
May. I.J. Clark, who went with that
company to Heber City to secure pro-
visiong, did not return until July 4th,

able, course, black bread, rnich and peor
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company to Heber City to secure pro-
visiong, did not return until July 4th,
1880 He was detained by the snow 1n
the mountains and on the return
journey by the high water in tha Du-
chesne river, The flrst provisions to
reach the valley were brought from
Green River City, Wyo , 150 miles dis-
tant, and were delivered here some
timean May. Before the teams arriv-
ed, however, every morsel of food of
the people here in Vernal had been
consumed So the return of the party
who went after supplies was the most
welcome event of the year All the
people were out to participate in the
general welcome

The health of the people was good
during the winter. The only deaths,
we are aware of, was two of C. C,
Bartlett’s children, one of them, & boy,
died from brain fever, and a girl who
died from diphtheria Thewr coffihs
were made from the rough boards of a
wagon box, as it was the only lumber
obtamnable These two children were
the second and third persons whose re-
mains repose 1n the Vernal cemetery,
On July 4, 1880, nearly all the children
of a gentleman by neme of Henderson,
wera siezed with an attack of diph-
thena and eight out eleven children
succumbed to the dread disease wathin
two months.

The advent of spring was very late
that season and the farmers were un-
able to begin operations until the first
week in Apnil, Itis perhaps well to
note in passing that during the winter
the {mtial steps looking to the organiz-
ation of a new county were taken and
early in, the spring of 1880 Uintah
county was organized,

The settlers who remalned in the
valley produced abundant crops during
the season of 1880 and that summer the
old grist mill owned by the Reynolds
farmily was erected. Since those daya
the progress of the county though not
phenominal has been heelthy and con-
tinuous We sare unable to give =
ccmplete hat of famihes who were n
the county that winter, but so far as

|we know at present they were a3
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follows:
AT DRY FORK,

Men with families, Thomus Bing-
ham, Sr., David Bingham, Jr, Willam
H. Perry, Chell Hall, Leo !Hall, Charles
Nye, Orsen Nye, Iows Hall and Fletcher
Hammond

ASHLLY AND VICINITY!

Pardon Dodds, Lycurgus Johnson,
Alfred Johnson, Willhiara Gibson, James
Gibson, G, W, Vangundy Philip String-
ham, Al Westover, 8 D Colton, Id
Colton, John Fairchild, Wm Powell,
Louis Kabell, Roch Gill, Mr. Hawkins,
Alma Taylor, T. Taylor, Wilham Brnitt,
John Bentley, Richard Veltman, Bill
Hayden, Samuel Miller, Mrs Wn,
Preece and family, S P, Dillman &nd
Mr, Thorne

VLRNAL,

I. J, Clark, Jeremiah HMatch, A, A
Hatch, James Hacking, Nelson
Merkley, J. H. Black, A. J. Johnstun,
David Johnson, Thomas Karren, Brad-
ford Bird, Peter Peterson, Jesse Clark,
John Clark, DIphnam Perks, Levi
Dougherty, Wilham Ashton, George
Freestone, W. 1I, Gagon, Lafayett
Harns, Lamont Taylor, Marom Taylor,
Mr. Menderson, C. C. Bartlett, James
B. Henry, John Harper, David P,
Woodruff, Wilham Reynolds, Martin
Oaks, Hebsr Timothy,

AT WHITC RIVER

Samuel Campbel], Joseph Campbell,
Heber Compbell, Jerome Merrill,
Porter Merrill and Rodney B Reming,
ton,

AT MQUTH OF BRURH CREEK ON GREEN
RIVER

Judge Isaac DBurton and famuly,

Charles Smith, Jacob Burns, Lars

Jensen and Jack Stevens
LYY X
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This Solves ﬁ,m,m_ Problem.

No mote groping In the dark, in am ehdeavor to procure water for the
Dry Guich distrlct for this season, Thé following telegratns tell the
story. Of course the directors as Well neeveryone interested In the Dry
Gulch Irrigation Compuny, ara feeling good, They will now get busy
and by enlarging Indian canals get the water out for {rrigation, and the
settlers will ba able to raise somet Inz this éeason. Ovr Congressmen
have worked persiatently for the rekervation homesteader, and bave
freced matters until they have acvomplished thelr purpose, *“Watet by
May *06" was the motto:

Washington D, C., April 6th, 1905,
R. 8. Collett, Vernal, Utah.
Secretary of Interior will approva your ¥ight 6f way to-day. Agree-
ment will be submitted as soon ud prepaved, REED SMoOT,

{«nmrmum.no? D, C., Apnil 5, "06.

R. 8. Collett, Vernal, Utah, ‘ .
Secretary has approved your apphcation to enlerge and use Bench
canal, Canal Nao, 1, and Uintah canal, Details later, HaAiL,

Washington, D. G, April &, 1908,
Id ¥. Harmston, Vernal, Utah,
Secretary of Interiozr this Sog?w pranted mettiers right of way
acroas Indian Grazing Land to go itd effect &t onee,
. GEO, SUTHERLAND.
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'and Brownfield 1s completed and looks
very nice, & very hahdsome counter

{and shelving adorns the inside, all the

ddwriktk TAYW JLWMALWEg 1

N e 7
Myton News,
The new drug store building of Lloyd

work of Mpzr, John Wills our genial
townaman and carpenter, Lverybody
will welcome the new drug store and
wish 1t success, |

Great excitement prevailled here the!
last week owing to the 1ce accumulata
ing at the bridge and forming great
si1ze The bridge was in great danger
of being taken away and only owing to
the perststent” and hard work cf some
of our townsmen with the use of plenty
of dynamite the bndge would have
certainly gone,




Reasons
Why

The towneite of Independence was
selected after weeks of careful con-
sderation with the idea of making 1t
the principal ety on the reservation
{lts promotirs were confident that
somewhers thera would rme o large
city Thia was apparent to everyone,
for ande from the principle feature of
thousands of acies of the finest soil the
pun ever shone upon, thers wers im-
mense mwung and grazing  interesty
bound to developa  And Independence
waa brovght mnle exuslanca for the pur-
posa of making that city ) Itspromot.
ers are Colorado eapitaliata, who have
been connected with large enterprises,
and they have faud their plans edreful-
Iy. They first determined that the
location would cettanly be on the
Mofat rond and they »e10 mformed by
ane high in authority that thers was no
reason why it should not Le the princi-
plaeity ¢n that road between Demer
and Salt Lake.

ﬁ A They also realized that a puro water
supply was essentul, and they thers-

fora filed on Utntah niver water to be

hrought through the Bench diteh, which

18 & nidge ditch and into which thero is

absolutely no seepage Ths will be

M_rqo:u_.n into the town as pute ns melts
ul enow by meang of & pips line

ki

_

eming Genter of the Reservation,

Buy Lots! Buy Lots Nowll

Got in on tho ground floor at INDEPENDENCE,
to increase in value very rapidly.

WIY?

Because it is the nutural point for the best city on the resorvation, being
adjueent Lo 180,000 acres, comprising the best farming land to be found
anywhere,

Beeause it will be directly on the Moflat road.

Becauso the company has tho bost chance to ges pure mountain water
for domostic purposes.

Because it will bring this supply in at once.

Beeause the people back ol it are pushers and will leave no stone un-

These lotsare bound

A large rescivorr mito below the ond {11y o(l {01 its betiermont.

¥
of the ditch was applied fov ond an
Densement granted tu it Ly the Intenor
Department  Wwhen completed this
will aiford, withits 200 feet of fzll,
ru_._ﬂu.? fire protection {1t will nlso
ke & beautiful lake covening over
200 aeres only & mile from the town,
4 The company means busincss and 1
you are business you wul nvestigate,
a*Many are arranging to go irto business

Because thoy are spending o large sum NOW in buildings that will be
substantial.

Beenuse

Beeause

arrangements are boing made for schools, and pinks and trees.
an electrie light plant will be eslablished.
Becuuse a two story hotel of cighteen rooms will be built at once.
Because vverybody is talking about it and mauny are now arranging to
a0 into business theie,

Sevetnl officers of the company hava
recently been on the ground nnd they
decided to build st once & good two
story hotel as well a9 two or threo store
hutldings, and plans ero now out for
theso and the contracta will be Tet ot
once and the buildings pushed Lo com-
pletton  The hotel [s already Jensed
and furmture 18 now being purchascd

During the week eloven diferent
perrons have either bought otz upon
which to bmld or have madu arrange-
ments with the company to buld for,
thein ard wall go 1nls bumnces a3 soon
s ncrommodations can bo furmshed,
them =

An clectnie hght plant 1w being plan. 1
ned and wil be installed

Tho ccinpany has erdercd a large eix
horvag wdet and the streets wall be yut
iolo st class condition at opca A
diteh will be mn threngh the {nam end
it 1s planned to line » number of the
remderce Birec'a with hardy irees
With all thae, thers are busy times
arourd the 1own of Indeperdence, and
at 1g predicted that st wnll have a thous-
and intibitants by fall Think what
thie means  Think how values are
sute taoatle, and tuple and quadru.
pla  Tkinh what a chne ce ftoffers to
thea mur 1 g 2 lrcu.on for businesn,
So mvert § U now may mean $500 by
September Como over wd sce for
yoursell Mr Downey will bo pleased
to shaw you oround,

w thers, Why not ou alsal
g
)

4

3

I or lots or information pee

Ernest H. Wilson,
VERNAL agent.

Now

Buy Lots

T or 3ots or Inforiation sco

J. R O&,\:&,. ‘

INDEPENDENCE Awent.'
?




The townsite of Independence was
gelected after weeks of careful con- Fa
sideration with the idea of making it
the principal city on the  reservation
(lts promoters were confident that E
somewhera there would rise a large
city This was apparent to everyone,
for aside from the principle feature of | s
thousands of acies of the finest so1l the
sun ever shone upon, thers were mm-
mense tmuning and grazing interests
bound to develope And Independence
was brought inlo exislance for the pur- G
pose of making that city ) Its promot-
ers are Colorado capitaliats, who have to il]C‘]
beon connected with large enterprises, i

and they have laid thetr plans cdreful- \
ly, They first determined that the .
location would certamnly be on the ]_‘,

MofTat road and they wei1o informed by . .
one high 1n authority that there was no| ¢l (]J e
reason why it should not be the princi- . ,.1,
ple city on that read between Demver ‘ul) Wi

I and Salt Lake. ]E
N They alao 1ealized that & pure water
oupply was essential, and they there- _E

fore filed on Uintah miver-water to be

‘brought through the Bench ditch, which for (10

g_"xs a ndge ditch and into which there 18 E
aiabsolutely no seepage This will be
brought 1nto the town as pura as melt- ]1

N 'el snow by means of a pipe line i
;ﬁ A large reservowr site below the end 111710 (
of the ditch wns applied fmn and an
Pensement gtanted to 1t by the Interior E
Department  When completed ths
will afford, withits 200 feet of fzll, Slletﬂ
ample fire protection It will also b
ake 2 beautiful lake covering over
200 acres only a mile from the town,
The company meany business and 1f
you er¢ bueiness you wul investigate,
#¥Many are arranging to go irto busmess
ljthere. Why not jou also?

5';; 00 1n
£ I or lots or information see
%Emest . Wilson,
¢

VERNAL Agent.
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*elto increase in value vory rapidly. —
» en
;‘1; Y\ HY? Al
he Because it is the natural point for the Lest city on the reservation, Leing|™q
J ] - " e .
wiadjneent to 180,000 acres, comprising the best farming land to be found|her
efanywhere. . ' dheel
. Because it will be directly on the Moflat road. reai
2 Because the company has the best chance to get pure mountain water|arw
wifor domestic purposes. e
o] Becauso it will bring this supply in at once. thie
i Because the people back of it are pushers and will leive no stone un-|pie
4 turned for its betterment. Sonr
or Because they are spending a large sum NOW in buildings that will el
"na ]
n,[substantial, to sh
or Beeause arrangements are being made for schools, and parks and trees.
£ Beeause an electric light plant will be eslablished.
= Because a two story hotel of eighteen rooms will be built at once.
Beeause everybody is talking about it and mauy are now arranging to
o0 into busiuess theie,

, Buy Lots Now
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What is
iHsin

Several officera of the company have
recently been on the ground and they
decided to bwild at once a good two
story hotel a8 well as two or three store
husldings, and plans are now out for
these and the contracts will be let at
once and the huildings pushed to com-
pletion The hotel {3 slready leased
and furnitura 18 now being purchased

During the weel eloven different
persons have etther bought lots upon
which to build or have made arrange-
ments with the company to build for,
them ard will go Into business ng soon
as accommodations can bo furnmished
them

An ¢lectrie hight plant 18 being plan- !
ned an4d will be installed

Tho ccnpany has ordered a Jarge six
horgcp wcei and the streets will be yut
wmto fist clags condition at once A
cditeh will be ron throneh the {oxn prd
1t 18 planned to line & number of the
residerce sircets with hardy trees

With all this, there are busy times
arourd the town of Indeperdence, and
1t 18 predicted that it will have a thous.
and inl i bitants by fall Think what
this means Think how values are
sure todoatle, and taple and quadru-
ple  Tkink what n ckurce it offers to
the mur 8 1ng 1 leetiion for business.
So vt §1 O now may mean $600 by
September Come over wd sece for
yourself Mr Downey will bu pleased
to show jou around.

I or lots or inforfmatlon see

Baf
J. R. deney l
INDEPENDENCD Agent.
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Not Qovernment Agents,

The followinz cummunication from
the Ifonorabla Commussioner of the
General Land Office has been hrnded
to us by Mesars Debloisey and Colton.
As it clearly delines the nights of sel-
tlers upon unsold government towr-
mics, wa invite our readers Lo giveit &
carefu? perusal

DePARTMLNT OF THE INTCRIOR,

General Land OTece, Washington
D C, Apnt 24, 1905
HRegister and Receiver,
Vernal, Utah

Sirs —In refeierco to the sale of loty
m the townsite of Stockmore, Utal,
by C W Thompson and I Stockman,
representing themselves to be govern-
ment agents, I have this day wutten
Mr I'rank Moudry of Bingham Can-
yon, Utah, as follons

‘Neither M1 Stockman nor Mr
Thompson have any authority fiom the
government to dispose of lotsin said
town=ite

“I am very anxious that all persons
seliling upon any government townsite
for trade and busmmesas shall be fully
proteeted from all fraudulent schemes
to extort money from such settlers by
any unlawful means I am unnble,
however, to find any eriminal statute
of the Unmited States which would
authomze the government to commence
eriminal action against the parvties so
disposing of lots, unless they have
been sending c¢ircular letters or other
communications thivugh the mal, fcr
such purposcs, and in which eitculars
they mahe false and fraudulent repre-
sentations to accomplish their ends

““The finud s not agamst the goy-
ernment, but againat the mndividuals Lo
whom they areselling the lots, and
such parties should be the oncs to
make complunt ageinst smid parties Lo
the state authonties for any criminal
violations of the state Jaws they may
believe have been perpetrated. I can!
only recommend that the facts be laid
befoto the prosecuting attorney of the
county and the United States district
attorney for the distrset, witha re-
quest for prosecution *’

The foregowng 1s sent you {for your
wformation that you may be able to
furnish all inquizers with the opinuon of
this office 1ielative to the procedure
they should tahe. Very Respectfully,

(Sygned) 1. A RICHARDS,
Commissioner
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J gver to Roosevelt Monday While Mur.

S Harmston still has property here and
:

| back quite frequently, yet Rooset:eltld

A family Mr. Harmston is generally | X
lrecognized as being at the top of his- 1

'Lrecord the loss of on old resident and

e e e—— i C

Ed ', Harmston moved hs famﬂyl 1

business mnterests which will bring him | F

[ will no doubt be the future home of the |4

| profession,that of surveyor and civil
lengmeer, and we are always sorry to

citizen of this class, from Vernal We
| wieh Mr. Harmston success 1n his new
| townsite venture at Roosevelt, and
| certamnly beheve 1t will meke & pros.
perous little town, as 1t 1s in the heart
of the Dry Gulch farming land
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| Independence Sparks.

Ira 8, Bryant has established his re-
sidence on hia homestead one mi'e south
of town. Ile has been busy hauling
logs for hia house the past week,

William Greer, the popular clerk at
- the Independence Mercantilo company’s
store, has 12 acres ready to sow in rye
g, or wheat this fall, as he belleves it can
Tbe raised w1thout irrigation

W, 1. Fisher expecta to cut his oats
the fixst of the week 1o has a splens
did crop.

N. Shanks and F. Shelley went to

t 9 107

the mountains to spend seversl weeks|

prospecting up the Strawbovry river,

Independence can boast of the viait
of two Colorado land experts who stat-
ed that Independence certainly has the
best so1l of the reservaiion and also
hag the hest ¢crops They arevery anx-
1ous to buy and settle in this vicinity,

but 1t seems there 138 no land for male}:

Just now,

J, N. Peacher has just returned home
with a load of logs foi his new barn,

Mrs Kate Jean Boan, of Moffat,

wan calling on Independence {friends|

last week.
Misgses Emma Batty and Melva Glines,

of Vernal, visited with Mrs Hurt one|

day last week,

1

|
|




Somrrimmrrtratreviettuty Al ey
Myton Items,

Myton is having warm weather no

. The river has gone down four_feet in
 the last week,

Mr, and Mres J. D. Taylor got woird
| Friday morning to come to Vernal to
attend the funeral of Ruben Tajiorn,
 Mizs Ethel Taylor and Mrs Locket are
 taking care of the hotel while they are
 AWRY,

 H, G. Clark went to lheodore Tues-
day for hus trial He wus not gulity
 and went free.

Mr, 4. F'. Babcock has gone out of
the saloon buslness at the Post, He is
going out on his homestead to bui'd,

Myton has & bathing resort. ‘lhe
gicls and boy s go swiming cvery afters
nuont, Two of the young ladies almost
t got drowned Saturday, They went
| dowh twice but Misa Myra Todd and
i Morgan Calvert caught them,

Myton had a dance I'riday mght for
the ditch camp and surveyors,

crowd of Roosevelt’s youny folks came

down,
I et 2 0~ Sy ya——reye
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The Jensen cltizens held a joli-
fication in honor of the efficlent
work of Representative John N.
Davis and Senator Brinkerhoff in
securing the appropristion for the
bridge to be built st Jensen. /¢s9

Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Oliver,
builder of the first bridge.

w‘ J

r._ 4..-.-. o
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Post Office and New York store.

18

First Tube sunk to the bridge.

4280

Atta Hotel.
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STEAMEOAT RAN
BOOSTS FOR VERNAL

Takes A Former Towniman to
Tack—Cives an Intaresting Review
of Locel Dusiness and Natuwral Ad-
vantagee.

Idiier Pllot —I notlee an edilorlal
fn the Moftot County Coutlcr of the
2{st frc n which 1 quoto’

*1fayden, Steamboat Sprlngs, Meok
er and cven Vernal havo clecirie
lights and tkey mie wr no  better
tircumetances than we'

Now, for the calizhtement of Mr,
Spenees of the Courler and to show
him there le no romparlson betweon
the towns of Vernal and Cralg !
would say tho city of Vernal s
second to none as tho most progerse:
{ve and up-to date town In the West
Tto Veinal Milling ard  Llectrlc
Lizht company bkag been in operation
for over flve years, IL ccst over $47,
00w, and was all subscribad Ly local
reople, and glves the besc Gl service
rt nominal cost, | o, 20 cenls 1ot

meuth fr1 cach lbe p light  the
rlicalest In the stato of Utah In
tennectlon willk the lght plant  in

oporated e clectel  aoller nll,
wli b wane out the [inest grade of
flom rt a coet Lo the consuneis of
from $2 50 to 3340 per 100 pounds,
anl pays cash to the farmers O
dolivery of theli whent st the wlll,
aml {te company has aheady res
palil over holf of tho cost of ¢atab
lishment and has jeserve power for
l\l plant of 10 times Lhe preseat eapa-
cily

The city waler works, completed
In 1910, supplica the elty with an un-
Hmited supply of the porest mountoin
wates, and tho systen 4 now about
to bo calendud to Bupply realdents
wha Hve Ueyond tho Incorporated
Lhailte  "The worky cost aboul §ud,.
0f0 (nlso subgcriled locally) and are
nf ample capaclly o fepndsh abun
lwmee of water foi o clty of 10,000
tnhinbitnntg which Veinal will have
witlin a few scars as ehe hag the
tacming nid frult country lribulery

not to mautlon tho other vast 10
somices of Vintoh counly

The town bng about 10 mlles of
axphajt e ved Jldewalks and  tho

pillage I being constonlly Incroased,
ant n mijority of the 1celdenta alo
laying ruphall walks around thelr
fiowses and 3oards  Tho aircets ae
flued with beauptitul shade  trees,
whieh with the wunning water along
tho #les, wmare it deHghtrully cov.
and 1freebing €ven on the very bot-
test days In camier,

Thes te1llents of Vernal hive  bes
Net, confldence nmd Mide in theh
town, whith excatds In beauty,
moder impiovementes, and as n busl-
ness cinlel, any town of Ity plzo
wlithout atlhicad faciiitles in  ibo
West, (be rurects are Not Infested
with ' %noulers * and * calamity howl-
s’ and vvery nowcomen recelves i
tenulne  heerly  wcltome, not with
thy cbjret, o In some places 1
could nome of feling av 1y wilth any
noney he miy lase, but to enroll
Lilm v 4D the 1esl of tho community,
whe ol woth tuzether for tho bene
f1 of the p tenu cnd Lho surround.

Inz countliy

Thetn hfis Leen over $350,000 apent

) wmmovecnie In Vernal within
the past flic ycare and It has Leon
sut*cmbed by the resldents, who
hase someth'ng to be poud of to
ghcw for they money The next Im
pro cment they wili undertnka wiil
le n magnificent $100,000 hotel o ac-
comtaadate the crowds now headed
*hla wny, aml stepa are belng takin
1L #vg the bullding ready for oc
upancy duplng 1912

A ¢ally rutomoblle frelght and pas-

m et tuivico Is In operation  be.
tween Dragon, the terminal of  the
fint h 1ailway and Vernal, & dise

tant «¢f G3 milew, the wall and pas.
sLngetg are conveyed In high power
meehings covering tho dlstecco  In
threo hours or less, whilo meveral
ely lun aule trucks handle the Inward
ind outward ficlght—and tho gaeotino
We. not cost 00 cents a gallon (o
semall consumers

‘Ihen Vernel' haw a 325,000 brick
jowrly tourt hoee; *even Vernal’
Tie ¢ b - sch i hooecy, osting
PS40 1o 38 060 each, *eren Vee
anl 1p3 three hovees of worship;
ca liz ov ¢ 860,000, “cven Verpal'
ts two bLanks with depouite of
h L n miilion, and slx gencral wtoree,
i+ +t th of any ono of which s
acubdt v stocks of nil tho stores
11 Valft ¢ounty, and the goods are

11l at 1¢a%anable prices, too

.t \r, Spencer try to learn 8
itk “«fore he makeg slightlug ro-
maikye Rlout his supeirlors Having
lise | po 1wz Leyond the reach of
clyitisntle hla braln ls Incopable ot
compicheuding what o live town nod
u progreselve community is However
it hoever takes the trouble to imvestd
gule, whether or not bs wilt admlit|
It, ha wil find that Vernal, Uteb,
s the jdeal placo to live,

Yours truly,

A 1OMMIR REBIDENT OF CRAIG

-
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g lment iz tempcrary and the run by
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|USE VERNAL MACHINES ON
COLTON VERNAL ROUTE

I >

leave here Monday mornicg tor Du-
chesre, loauded down with mall anag
eapreks, Vverngsl-Collen mall route
which is to Legin crperationg at that
tinze j

Rock Pore, o member of tha com-.
ipany to which cortract was recent.
ly awarded, bhas engaged W. W,
1ruift, with his 40 b p oldamodbile,
Iirnest Smith with hls 24 b, D,
Stevens Duryea and <Claude lorn
with his 20 h p Ford, The engage-

[Smith apd Truitt Is {o be bhetween
Vernal and Duchesne Horn will run
on the other end They will lsave.
here at 8 a m apd returniog ar .
rive the next day at 2 p m,

Two oOther machines, Buick, will
reach Colton from the Iactery (o
time to make the start from that
end Monday morning, arriving here
Monday afterncon at 2 o'clock,

— a - =

Three Vernal automoblles will}

D e g - 1 rnvi{ = e+ O M
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SELL LEETON STORE ..
eyt fe—— |I

Henry A Lee, one of the heavy |
" property owners of the Ulntan Basin,,
Vi offerlug for sale, The Leeton;
8 Stare, The \Watson Store. une halt
§ interest In the Alwmilda Hotel (Vernal:
< Ulah ) |
Anyona wishing to inveat ip a!g
good business can not overlaook these
ipmposit!ona Prices are rizht and
terms easy I'or further informa-
tion write H A. LEDR, Dragon, Utah

i (Advertlsement.) 1
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In the prize LHght staged in
ithe Opera houase at - Mvyvton last
Saturday ntght Arthur Olson of
Price lindded on his  onppongent
John Babeock of Nine MMile wilh
sufficient foree to  cause hl&-
death a fu w hours later

I/~
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~Lorrespondence--

LATOINT

Jogeplhi Marx has purchased the
brick from J € Hacking and the
Lapoint Mercantila company with
which he will bulld a brick resid
once e wlll also bulld hig ritore

bullding of brick At present he is |,

outside mnaking arrangements f{or
the shipment of TPortland rement for
the foundation of his two bufllings

John Kimwmel aund famfly have
gone to Aspen Colorndo for the
winter They Intend to make thelr
home in Oklakoma

Mre Campbell the tencher at the
South Liberty School has bheen o
resident of Berkley Californla for
several years Sho liag hud sixteen
years experienco ns o teacher

Ephraim Rasmussen {8 putting on
2 coat of shingles over his malthold
rooflag  Tho molthold wus becoin
ing n little the worse for wear on
hie residence

Bart Merkley has recently pur-
chased the home of Benjamin Cook
at o cost of $760 The Cook home-
siend 18 located near the Red Nar
rows in North Liberty, and the am
ount ot land involved in the deal
wan forty acres It {a the Intention
of Mr Merkley to make his home
there when he returns from Salt
Lake City in Qctober

Little Charles Glines the son of
Mary Gillnes, 18 almoust entirely re
stored to health When Mrs Gllues
returned tuv her home, over a week
ago, it was thought that another

—_—
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pperation would be necessaty  DBut
he hay done so well lately that he
will uno doubt escape the ordeal
Mr and Mrs Lmanel Johnson
have just relurned lrown o visit witn[
Professor and Mrs [arl  Douglass
at Jeuscn 7The Johnsons and Mrs
Douglass are old acqualntances
Lrastus Workmnu Jr, lhar sold
the rcdlinguishirment to  hig  honir
stend In MNorth Idberty, to b ank i

TBassett formetly ot Colorale A
Jsussctt and s father use qlvl 1 un

the place They Jlke the ¢ LI}
and iotend to make thelr holic
thero

Cat Duke s in Lhis dlstrted W i [
a ronper gathering clovei fiel '

Cyrus A Thompson luas had the |
misforiuns to lose two of his 1y
jaterad shorthorns  One o wndt wis |
Kllled by altalfe bloat  The olbur o

Atiue replstered cow dled fiom the |

¢HMects ol cating gran oty Bhe
hed becu runting on thoe stoli ¢

Ttg Ducton 1t is reporied fnfends
to go easl and puichase §oarlnlf
of [lersiord bulls fu lho poar tafu

Mr Dodson (he [acfotd Heed o
{of Uppir Deep Creck hay joit to t
his heard buatl o fine o lviduoal
[ho cwuse ut deallh was proon L
IL 1y & serloud Joss not only to Mo
Dodson but to wattlamen {n generyd
as the Dodsun hord was Jooked W,
on a8 W svutce ot supply lor puit
brad Herofords

Stake Clerk Goorge A Ditir Wi,
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Siake Clerk Goorge A DGR Wik,
n visitor sl Lapoint anl North |1t
erty last Monday

John Moosmun of North Diborty
iy working for Progident Wil 1 n
I Sngaat e (8 on I tucsdchy
mountnln ut jrescnt

Mogon Iymun hw biought  the
caltlo dJown f1ooy 1he foresl TogTye
The losser though llght wein he
fer than usual

Jim Marshatl and (ivde lostey

‘Thave moyed thelr tamillea ovr o

the Pack Allen con) mine whete they
will lvo thls winter Lhe m i will
work 1n the mine ns they Lhug hal

leonriderable expericeno nt {1 v <hd
‘lot work

Bjshop Horuce Morrill has pu

*lehngod n new Kimhadl phne e

wont down to Tort Ducheste 3at
urday for the Instrument

Joames ' Ilacking hag Just yur
chased a new Pord Auto

Some of the cunidrprising citzens
of lupolnt have heen cloulog the
cobblostonos off from the Lapoini
dQugway

Jamed J Cook has soll his crop
of honey to Mr Gruslle M (iruel
lo is selling it over In Routt county
Colorado o left tho llrst of the
weork for Colorade with his second
load

Albert Daniels will alwiys jetn-
emhbear the Ute Indian falr at 1 o1l

*Duchesne While at tho falr Mra

d el §) e e G e M. g

Danlels prescnted her hushand with
A fino boy In fact about the only
hoy, so Albert thinke In the whole
Lapoint country

They have a new boy at the home
o! Hartison Justied When  two
woeks old he weighed Iliteon
pounds

Jodgeph Nollson is patting 1 roof
on his house Just below the cand)

Mr Nychorg s also putting tho
Elniahing touchew on his lhouse

.
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STOCKMORE ROAD
TO BE COMPLETED

P

State Road Comuminsion Plan to duj
Work Neat  Year=—Federnl Ald
Will Ye Lulisted.

h,e letter from Secrefary of

StAle Harden Dennlon publlshed

olsewhere In (hls {ssue of the kr

presn “containe news -of -yital -lm

portance to the people of the Uin

tah Basin It also clears up the
positlon of the State Road commis
slan more than anything they have
heretofore given out tor publlca
tion

In that letter the Secretaty of

State makes It known that the

Stockmore-\Woodland road wlll be

finlshed pext year
This silatement roming

such high authority dlscloses
other fact and that {s that the
state will pursue a lberal policy
towurd tho people of the Ulntah
Dasin and that the road that wiil
evontually become a great artery
of trade between this great unde-
voloped empire and our state cap
ftal will have suvme of the aiten-
tion ft merits during wext jears
road bullding sesson We do mnot
oxpect all three roads to be huilt
in one year
' Again, while a concrete road
inte the Uintah Basln would al-
mosl equal a rallrcad and would
always be of untold valus, we do
not expect Lhe stale to bafld it
now What we do cxpect is that
with the shortest possible route
from 5Salt Lake City to Mernal lo-
cated and developed to a point
where 1t 1s ready to recelve the
concrete surface thly cap be done
little by little as the funds become
available

from
an-

Should it bappen to be the route

T . (417

COUNTY i
L JONAL ROOM
1¥ BOI r‘FP\

|457. —

UINTAH

Fl
NO..

ultiniT=y chosen by Lhe
Penk  highway associttion
woild bhe numerous  Intererests
working for It dovelopment
There would bo the general gov-
cinment the state, the countles
and the highway assoclation In
each locality it would be supporl-
al Wy the people llving near [t
\With all these organizatioms inier-
saled, the concerete surface will
oventually be within reach

We have no antlpathy
either the Price Mylon or the
Duchesne - Helper roads They
should be kept up as locul [reight
roods which thoy really are DBut
whon we thought thoy would Dbe
made to supplant the great short
trunk line to BHalt L.ake we protest-
ed and wo still feel that the develop-
ment of n short wain lins to 8Balt
Lake City Is the next important
thing to be done to connect us dir-
ectly with the large citles of the

townrd

Pikes|ept of the Mylon I'tee Prees stated
tbera{as publlshed In this paper,the Stock-

state ‘

No doubt all partles concernod
will ses the futility of foreing'
travel to go 240 miles via Colton’
when a road 140 miles via Stock+
moro la avallable We Dbelleve that
the atate shounld look the situalion
over, select the shortest pud most
feasible route nnd develop it re-
gardjess of what town it hils or
what tewn 1t misges All the Bas-
in would thon henefit equally Wae,
are ihapkfyl that the state road
commisalor la glving tha shorfer
routa soriouna attention. Judging
troma what the Hanoa ecorespond-

more roule to Salt Leke Cily is (he
lenst exxpesive onre Another
thing, from Woodland there are
now good auto roads to Sall Lake,
Ouden, Provo aud Park City This
fuet should oot he loust sight of

LRARD
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! THE NEW TOWN OF

STOCKMORE IS GROWING

o WEST FOBK DUOHESNE, Oct. 7

' new towns in the. Ulntah . Valley,,
- speak of the activity of the, Weatem !
| Homeseekers" association, a ‘concern {
| now busy in building up that town. A
new hotel is about completed, a tem-}
porary postoffice is established, aud ‘
in addition to the general” store now |
‘open several others are oon expected.
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Reports from Stockmore, one- of the

The water of Stockmore is espec-

ially fine. In the park are warm|

springs, the miedicinal ‘properties of
which are said to be excellent. The

neighboring towns are to joln with {

Stockmore in the constraction of ex-
cellent roads. The mineral resources
St the region are not yet determined,

. prespecting being in its infancy, but
specimens of gold, silver, copper and |

coal are being brought in daily frem
the snrrounding country. -

THEY MUST TAKE OUT
LICENSES AS RETAlLERS

'I‘he Sa.lt Lake City revenue omoe is

-c m n.xn.’u—o P a'-

R R T o

22 ei mind  atwanlave’ in annardancal.
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1 hix crtop ig ralsed on 410 Ktaete nIiChuﬂ:h. He wan 11l only a few days
land under varying condition. Many § ¥ith pneamonla, and dicd at the
thines, from werd and Inaect posta | Bbome of his <on Lionel.  Mra, Bah,

“ivaest hie ane Bun
clrupn swwd Cali-
14 traveled for
ix health  Sey.

vounderwent  noy . R he t 1 “The deceased w
X1 rodduvtivene-s of &t the funeral, ¢ detease as
Raly Lake echy! Ie<een the great prabus

the tanl, | one of the fAirst homesteaders on the
'.i'.:.ll‘.‘.“ h;:!:_:::'r;l\,i Of our varlous nesds to fncerease . ““’"‘:uon-

e < the seed producthn the twn prinei-
:""“'";.I.'_' uhl s ||‘z\.l :‘:‘I‘(‘..'l :Il‘r:- the dranaee of :-ator-, FIGHTING FOREST FIRES
LR oered lands and these with a hich.

water "able and the =torave of wals A A Hardy, asasant Ashler for,
L wr for berlgation of the ~hallew plow *st supervieer, whe was andered to
Tountain tands at the praper scason v Idaha o help in the forest fire sht-
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Mt. EMMONS

I
" First of Our Series of BOGST’,‘:ER Articles on the Towns
" in The Uintah Basin
a | bt et et
o} Sltuated {n th2 central part of summer imported a reglstered Jersey
2 cow direet from the Jersey Isles,

Duchesne county, at an atfitude of
6000 feet, the Mount.Emmons dls-

trict was first settled in 19067, but
It was not until 21815 .tbat the
town of Mt. Emmohs began the
developmant which tonverted At in-
to a thriving community center, A
communlity house entalling an ex-
penditure of 312,000 was erected,
and the resldants bullt = fine
school house by domating thelr lab-

thus bringing to the basin a strain
of this famous br:ed of dairy cows
which will have a marked influence
tP the course of a few years,

Tha poultry of the district, claims
o chapter all {ts own, for it is very
doubtful it any other sectlon of
th'a basin equala it {n excellence.

During tbe sumwmer of 1926, reg-

or, the site being donated by Eugene
Dantels. i

Diversified farming I8 practiced
in this district to a graater extent,
perhaps, than In any other sectign
of the Uintah Basin. Orain, bhay,
frult, berries and garden produce
are staple produetg of the irrfgated
tracta,

When first settlad this region
was predomainotely glven over to
Ifvestock ralsing due to the +wide
expanse of open range avallabl:
for grazing purposeg but gradually
the ploneer enterprise has heen giv-
ing way to the agricultural szangd
horticultwral industrizs, Bui every
farm caretully attends to the busi-
ness of mafataining a band of sheep
and a herd of range cattle In, ad-
.t dition to the dalry stock. The dis-
trict has so far advanced in the
talth that pure brad llvestock 1Is
‘| the anly class entitled to dbe called
the best that among Its flocks are
numbered two of ‘the prize-winning

Ramboullette ramg of the stafe, A
band of regsitered Cotswold sheep

is alsofihwned in the district. :

Daltying has developed to the ex-
tent that tha weekly revenue of
the foriy-four familles of the Mi,
Emmons district reached a total of
$1000, and the Industry Is still In-
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i{stered chickens to the number of

| 706 were Imported and an appreci-
|able number of pur: bred turkeys
jwera shipped in,

Turkey flocks are
due for a large Inerease, as the
fame of Mt., Emmons turkeys hag
reached the point where In excess
of n carload are anuually shipped
to the moat discriminating markets
of the country. It i3 not an un-
commen sfight fto gi¢ great flocks
of brotnzed turkeys roaming the
range and flelds of this sectlon,
and that they thrive here unusual-
ly well 15 proven by the faet that
ove farmer shipped 2 dressed turkey
last year welghing 30 pounds,

While some 2lfalfa seed 1s mark-
oted, the growing of hay s more
desirable due ta tha dairy industry.
The honey indusiry addg a ¢ton-
slderable sum to the dlstriet’s an-
nual income, the alfalfa flelds sup-
porting many hlves,

Church and school facilities are
amply vprovidad for, and soclal ae-
tivitiea in the cornmunity add * to
the enjJoyment of the vesldents of
the people llving at the foot of one
of the stats’s highest mountalns,

The Beenle attraetions of the dis-
trict, combined with the upexcel-
Jed fishing and bhunting, will in
{ime make Mount Emmone ope of

creasing its scope. Oce of the dis-
trict's dalrymen during tha past

the greatest tourist attractions in
‘northeastern Utah.

—

.

— My N A e el P M e m b PR M e e s

o = e

—

Lo — - O =

/-]

- P E vy ™ot O



&S

JA20-02 -

- -

A P pr g ™= "3 Ty w0

Lo BlLe 3

. b

. S e -l el - on-aife- Aol Sl S s

A strip of banch land, 4 miles
wide and six miles long, wilh a
pgreat depth of rich seil lying over
a clay subsoll, with people engaged

jn agriculture, horticulture and
dairying on lands wmot so many
years ago densely covered with
gage brush and an equally dense
growth of native bluebells—thls
describes meagerly tha Bluebell
district,

First settled in 1906 the region

| has become a factor.of {mportance

fn the developmant of Duchesne

leounty and by no toeans the least
|important of the activities of
| residents
.| dairy business.

fts
furthering of the

Blusbell is located
12 miles south of the Ashley nation-
al forest boundary w'ith a strip of
fine Indinn grazing land between
the district and the forest and this
splendtd advantagz offered was
grasped by the farmers without de-
jay. Dalrying on a2 scale com-
mensurate with the advantages at
haod was started, with the resnlt
that at present the cream station

is

and $900 weekly to farmers. Crops
may grow and crops may fail, but
when 2 farmet receives from $15
to doublz that amount ,each wesk
for cream produced by his own
cows he has no fear that a wolf
will appear at his door—not In the
summer nor in the wiater,  Blue-
bell dairy farmers are not in th'a
least averse to ghowing thelr dairy

}atock, for pure bred and high grade
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BLUEBELL

Second of Qur Series of BOOSTER Articles on the Various Basin towns
in The Uintah Basin

at Bluebell pays out between $800]

i

A p-cie din - =

cows are the rule, all of them of
sclected dairy type. Iixtreme care
{s exercissd Sn the selection of the
sires In order to contsantly Im-
prove the herds,

Dairying combined with the sheep
industry and the raising of b:zef
cattle makes hay growilng the chiel
agzricultural industry on the 3000
acres under cultivation. Ilowever,
peaps, plums, apples, cherrlas and
olther wvariettes of fruit are grown
and produce fine yields, Garden
products yield profuse and harvests
each year, and small grains do:
equally as well, )

Irrigating water is obtained {rony
the Lake Ifork river, and the de-
velopment of the Moon Lnke res-
ervoir wijll furnish additional water
in quantity sufficient to irrigate
twice the“4present cultivated area,

School facilities at Bluebell will
be greatly improved, as under the
ra¢ent Boud issue voted for this
county, a part of the money will
be'used to erect a new school build-
ing.

There Is mo quastion that the
dairy business 1s the dominating
factor creating the prosperity of the
Bluebell district, but it i{s ac-
knowledged by all that diversified
farming ag practiced, here must be
given 1its full share In the resuiis
obtalned by the residents of the
district. This proves that dalrying
on farms does not necessarily oc-
eupy all the time and that other
farming activities’ need not ba ne-
gleeted,
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“VELT, DUCHESNE COUNTY, UTAH, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1927,
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Resting on table land at an al-
titude of nearly 7000 feet iy found
the Boneta distiict, with 2000 acres
of Jand under cultivalion. The
villazs of Boneta, the community
cenfer, has splendid school and
chureh bulldings and & post office
serving the people of the far-flung
distriet. The Cenfral high school
js also located at Bonz:ta.

Boneta claimg the distinction of
having ratained the largest per-
centage of orlginal settlers of any
community in the basin. apd this
seems to be proof ypositlve of the
worth of the land and the certain-
ty of succeas,

The livestock Industry is a fac-
tor in the growth of the Poneta
disirict, the open ranges providing
plentiful supply of forage for graz-
ing herds. As in other districis of
Duehesue county, the farmers of
this saction invariably own small
bands of sheep and some range

T+, finding it o highly profit-

investment to do so. Poultyry
dhoz ralsing are also advocated

Y
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| BONETA

Third of Our Beries of BOOSTER Afticles on the Various Basin towns
{ in The Uintsh Besin
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and praciiced here, the laitar being
somewhat of an fnnovation {n many
Uintah Dbasin districts. Boneta
farmers are trying out the experl-
ment of raising hogs on gradually
Increasing scale, and tha:re i3 no
doubt that they will be successful
In the wventurc,

Darlying 3s progressing In scope
aund the creamery checks recefved at
the present stage of the cnterprise
represent, a  wot  Inconsiderable
amount in the total of revenue an-
nualiy coming to the district.
#Crainz of all sorts are raised,
with ~ood yilelds the rule, and fruit
of every variety is grown that lack
nothing in qualify t¢ compars on
¥l equal basis with any grown in
the basin.

Tonets Eas establithed a record
of cooperation, of ‘communily spirit,
sntering into every phase of acti-
vity ajfecting the welfare of the
people 1esid1ng in the district. with
ntich a spirit predomiaating adverse
gonditions are easily overcome and
suacess is assured to every under-
taking.

Fe
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| NEOLA

| Fourth of Our Sevies of BOOSTER articles on the Various Basin towns
t in The Uintah Basin
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Pioneers established Neola, and
they hecame so addicted to the hab-
it of ploneering that they never
ceased in their worthy endeavors
to make of their section of the
homeland, one of the mosi renu-
rmerative districts in the Uintah
Basin. Expansive meadogws are 2
feature of the Neola distriet and
these naturally led to the founding
of a dairy district by the [farmers
and at present Neola lays claim
to belng the best develeped dairy
distriet {n the basin. The , Unitah
Meadows Dalry Assoclation :was
formed several yeara ago, and the

members now  owniag T00 dalry
cows, and deriving from them a
weekly income of $1500. The Uln-

tah creamery, located at Neola,
purchases the produet of the dalry
herds, recelving stations being sup-
plled at various poinis. The dairy
farmers are operating under <co-
operative rules, the assoclation pro-
viding the testers and welghers. A
small amount 18 deducted at the
creamery frony each check and the
aggregate sum thus provided Is
uged to defray the expenses inei-

dent 1o condueting the nssoclation. !

The a%sociation I8 firm In the
| belje? that pure bred stock s es-
.|gential to the best interests of the
dairy indpstry, apd In carrying out
‘| this determination low grade and
[ serub stgek is not seen in the herds
'jof the district.

The town of Neola well

Is

R

equipped with school aasd chureh
tacilities, but increase of population
will soon make necessary a larger
gchool,

An indicpotlon that grain railsing
ls this dlstriet has reached formid-
able proportions Is given by the fact
that three threshing organizations
maintain  headquarters in  Neola.
Alfalfa of course, is grown In
2normous quaatities In conformlty
with all +<vell regulated districts.
Alfaltz seed growing 1more than
lkely will be continued, but on a
reduced scale, for In this districet,
hay production is the parampunt
requisite. .

Small grain, fruit of all varia-
tfons, and garden products yield
excellent harvests In this district,
tocated ot an altitude of 6000 feet.
The ¢limate {3 modified@ by shelter-
Ing mountain ranges and the grow-
lng season s mot appreciably cur-

tailed by the altitude. PFProof of
this is gjvem by 'the fact , that
peaches of the flnest quality each

Year are harvested and that berries
of all warfetles mature to finest
quality,

Good roads lead to the district,
plenty of frrigating water Is avall-
able, present land prices are with-
In the reach of modestly eguipped
buyera, telephone connection s
rrovided—and the word *“isolation"

{3 never mentioned by the people of
the Neola dJdistrict, al] of whom are
prosperous, happy and content,
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The AIt. Ilome district lles at an
altilude ot 7000 feet above the
sea, Its agriculiural land spreading
out from the canyon from which
the Lake Xork river emerges. Cli-
mate conditions at this altitude are
modified by the air drainage from
the canyon, and every variety of

*| agricultural and bhorticultutal pro-

ducts is grown on the [rrigated
acreage of the district, \Vheatl, har-
ley, oats, alfalfa, apples, cherries
pears ahd berries of all kinds are
‘staple products on the 8000 acres
under cultivation.

The village of Mt. Ifonte is the
nuecleus from which has been de-
veloped "o splendid farming and
livestock enterprise, in cne of the
lirst irvizated sections of the old
reservatlon domaln, The reservoirs
supplying thg irrigating water hold
4000 acre feet of water, and as
the siornges are near the cultivat-
ed lands loss from sSeepage and
other waste Is not ag pronounced
as iz the case in distiiets where
canals cover more mfileage. The
cultivated area numbers the mem-
bers of forty farpilies os resldents,
and it is apparent that an Influx
of newcomers ready to engage 1in
farming will quickly dovelop this
sectlon Inlo one of the most pros-
perous of Duclhesne couniy,

Ixtensive ranpge [facilitiex arve
available nporth and west of Ait.

IIoma have forced the lfvestock in-
‘dustry to the front in this regidan

atn.

. P ey

as a matter of course, and even
the farmers, almogt without ex-
ception, own a small band of sheep

and a few head of range cattle. As
In other localitles, the farmers are
rapidly improving their flocks and
Werds and It is but a maiter of a
few years until dnly high bred
and high grade liveslock will be
seen on the Mountain Honye rang-
es and farms,

Dairtying has advanced to the
stage where $900 each week is dis-
tributed to the farmers of the dis-
irict, the Income from this source
averaging more than $22 per week
 for each family of the district, this
-revenue being derived from only
qne phase of farming activity. Bx-
pansion i3 the order of the day
with the dairy men of thls region,
ag the market for the product of
dairy cows is unlimited,

Poultry, honey and allalfa seed
ate other sources of revenug for
tha farmers of the district, and
these products habitually are rec-
cgnized as of superfor quality In
the market to the extent that they
command a shade betiter than the
regular prices,

The distriet has daily 1ural mail
dellvery and is connected with all
other points, both near and long
distance, by telephone lines,

At the request of Owen Bennlon
of Bt, Enunons, the Bennlon resq-
lutios favoring a school equalizing
fund will be made spectal order of
business at 2:30 o'elock Wednesday
afternoon in the house of Repre-

] sentatives,
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Located 1n an altitude of 5h509
feet above the sea, ihe Cedarview
region is favored by a climate Dbest
deserihed as ideal, While winter
season at tlmes are somewhat rig-
orous, the summer months never
fail to be perfect for the growing
of products of the voil indigenous
to the Ulntah basin The terrain
consists of low level bheuches, Inter-
spersed =with small valleys, and the
area Is studded with fertils farm
lands,

The supply of Irrigating waler
s l.@ ~by canals from the Uintah
vriver and from reservoirs construct-
ed by assoclations of favris, The
region was first settled ia 1906
shortly after the tesevvalinon was
opened to the whites,. ""he agricul-

tural products of Cedarview fvns
Include corn and all varletiza  of
small grain. Gardens ard orchards

-

—l

- £ alin alds ofils ol e ltegl

give good yields, ©pea:hes grown
herg belng of an excepleznuhy fme
flavor. Alfalfa growing, boihh for hay

'and geed, has proven Te nit-.tacive.
| When the various sectlins ¢of Ulin-

tah basin coine into their own by

- CEDARVIEW

Sixth ‘of Our Sexied, of Booster Articles om the Various Basin fowns
in The Tintah Basin

iy wlin-ulls
operating dairy farms on tlw busls
warranted to make of the basin the

greatest dairy section »of the state,
Cedarview will be found in the
ranks of pien and women ta Eing

pary §n the movement, for the re-

gion hag evcry qualiffeaticn mneeddd
to successfully engage In dairying

Gedarviesy has at its doors a vast
area 9f fimber on the mountain to
the ncrth,c Jumber at the saw mill,
and unlimited potential water pow-
ey ﬁc,m! ihe Ulntah river. The
roadg are being improved coatinu-
ously, and daily mail service by mo-
tor car is the rule throughont the
year, with but few exceptlons dur-
Ilng the winter months,

Churches and schools are provid-
ed for spivital and eda a lepal ad-

vantages, and social activities are
not lacking.
At Cedarview there is nmo 1imit

to oxpansioing of cultivated areas,
and sufflcient irrigativg watler {rom
sources supplied by thée gnow-capped
peaks of the Uintah mountains, wil)
pe avallable for all farmers. The
open ranges are near for grazing of
livestock and additional giazing ad-
vantazes are provided by national
forest lands not for distant.
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WHITEROCKS

Sixth f Our Series of Booster Articles on the Varions Basin towns ¢
' in The'Uintah Basin

- - -

This community with lts environ-
ment haviag a population of about
400, Is the seat of a boarding
school for the children of the Ute.
Uncompahgre and White river In-
diang reslding on the Uintah-Quray
reservation. The sohool is under
the management of Farl Woolridzge,
prineipal, with a staff of able
Iteachers assisting in the edueca-
'tion of the Indian puplls,.  The
school Is conducted with'a eurricu-
.lum equal to that of district schools,
-1s equipped with a gymnasjum and
|is. electrically lighted and stezam
heated, The attendance 13 in ex-
cess of 140 and the records show
that the pupils are earnestly strive
Ing pot to inisa classes for trival
reasons, '

In recent ycars the government
hags expended $100,000 on the
school and In creating other facili-
ties to give the Indlan children all
the advantages possessed by the
children of the whites. The school
in additfon to the regular classes,
is teachlng the chlldren modern
methods of domestic science, agri-
culture, horticulture, gardenlng and
llvestockk raising, That tha pupils
are eagerly taking advantage of all
subjects taught is attested by the
many awards they win at county
and state fairs as well as in sub-
ordinate Ilvestock and products
shows held In Duchesne and Uin-
tah counties.

The Indions are developlng a
fine herd of IHereford cattle, droves
of pure bred Duroe Jersey logs.
and spléndid sheep 'and horses. A
saw mlll is operated in the moun-
talos to supply lumber to the gov-

ernment buildings, and a govern-
ment-owned cocal mine furnishes
fuel necded for the bulldings. Many
of the Indian farmerg have reached
guch a polnt of proficiency that
they are delegated as teachers to
instruct fellow tribesmen in the iIn-
tricacles of modern agriculture,

A well equipped hospital is part
of the government's activities at
this place, and s supplied with al
modern medical and nursing facili-
ties. Church facilitles arc provided
at Whiterocks as are facllities for
social activities,

Produetive: flelds {n the vicinity
yield an abundance of products of
every variety possible to grow in
this elimate. Farmers of both races
labor in cooperation and harmeny,
and from ecach other learn how to
ar~ly the methods best snited to
obtaln and garner the most luecra-
tive ylelds. The major portion of
the acreage in the Whiterocks re-
glon is owned by Indians, but un-
der an arrangement directly con-
trolled by the¢ government, many

tracts are leased (o white farmera|.

for .stipulated terms. The reglon is
rapidly increasing in population as
molre white farmers with their fam-
flies obtain leases in Indian lands,
with the result that expansion of
the cunliivated areas i3 spreading
farther and farther each year. Con-
certing of sage brush lands into
cultivated areas belng nt all times
and in all localities a2 signal mark
of progress no one can deny that
ths Whiterocksd section of the Ulin-
tah basin is doing its full' share In

{he development of the great home-
‘and of northeastern Utah.

Note—Our Next Booster Article will Be About Altonah
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LEETON-BENNETT

! Eighth of Our Series of Boostexr Articles on The Various Towns
in The Uintah Basin
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Situated at an altitude of 5400
feet above the sea with a {errain
consisting of bencth and lowlands,
the e¢limatic conditiong are except-
jonally healthful In the Denneit-
Leeton district, and the residents
of the scetfon ‘have taken full ad-
vantage of the endowmgents nature
has bestowed. Vast tractzs of erst-
while sage brush Iznd have bheen
converted into fertile alfalfa and
graln flelds, into gardens and or-
chards. Notwithstanding the alti-
tude, corn has become @ staple
erop here, and wheat flelds have
produced from 40 to 50 bushels to
the acre of the grajn from which
the staff of life is made., The ali-
alfa seed indutsry hds become one
of the most Important endeavors of
tha farmers in this distriet, and
the quality of the product raised
heve compares with the Dest else-
where in the basin.

Livestock thrives in the district,
.| for the pasture tracts are augment-
‘1ed by summer and forest reserve
grazing aveas within ecasy distance.
Dairying destined to DLecome one
of the principal Iindustries of the
Ulntah basln, hag proven its worth
here as a remunerative 'undertak-
ing. Ownera of dalry herds have
consistently Imported purs bred

-l
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sires and dams, and lhe number
of pure bred and high grade cows
is increasing each year. Deef cat-
tle, hotrses, sheep and hogs are
also becoming a source of incieas-(:
ing revenue, as Is poultry of all
clagses. Turkeys, particularly, t
from 1ibis sectlon have gained wide
fame on the Salt Lake and Eastern
narkets.

Honey ralsed here commands
higher prices in the oper, market,|
this being due to ils clarily of col-|
or, its exceptional flavor and its|.
weight, Alfalfa and sweet clovey
{fields, combined with the large
buffalo herry iracts abounding in
this vicinity, furnish bees with a
variety of sustenance unexcelled in
any regian.

Bennett-Leeton has a splendid
school bullding, modernly equipped
with an attesian well on  the
grounds. All grades from primary
{o and fveluding the ninth are
taught, and the Duchesne countyy
bigh school Is located within a few
mlles. The community has an L.
D. 8. chureh (other denominations
also holding services 1in 1t occas-
slonally). a post office with free
rural delfvery scrvice, i number of
religions and &oclal! organizatious

and a Unilon Sunday school.
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HIGHLAND |

Ninth of Our Series of Booster Articles on The Varioms Towns
in The Uintah Basin

Highland is located between My-
ston and Roosevelt, on the famous
North Myton bench. Agricultural-

ly it 18 further advanced than most
of the basig distriets. Phay have a
good grade school, 2 farm burean,
a Sunday school—the bdeginning of
a prospercusgs community,

Everything which Is produced in
the Uintah basin ls ralsed in this
fertile district, where nearly every
acre §s growing something at a
proflt and nearly every farmer Is
making money,

The principal products for export
are: honey, alfalfa and clover seed,
dairy products, good orchards, while
" not numercus, glve evidence of
lwhat the land will do, even apri-
-'cots, peaches and pears produce
well. The elevation 1s about 5109
-1feet. The increasing of dalry herds
Is now one of the maln gquestions
before the people, and the move-
. nent I8 on foot to get two or three
.jcarloads of pure bred cows. Many‘l
‘(91 our farmers get $30 per moatih,
-|or more, for milk scld to the loeal

A lieifie sl og sy

'| ereameries, Many good homes tes-
tify to the ypermanency of farm
.tite, and rapld lmprovements are
I belng made,
sl elorg are atlll wvainly looklng
npartners, and Judging .from

‘1should be rewarded ‘i the

near

», Futura. }

The prospective home-seeker wlill
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find here good inducements because
nearly every farmer has more land
than he can rightly handle. Our
excellent location and many advan-

tages make us optimistic for the
fature, and even without a rall-
road we can make money, when

the Iowa and Idaho farmers cannot.
The average farmer has from $500
fo $2000 annual seed check, from
$200 to $500 from turkeys, as much
as a carload of honey. Besides
these wa have sheep, in small bands
and ample beef and pork., Were it
not for the faet that Myton and
Roosevelt, two thriving communi-
ties, are located one on the north
and one on the south of our distriet,
only cleven miles apart, we should
have had a prosperous town., As it
is we shail soon have good com-
munity activities and 2 smal]l town.

The State road, passing between
Myton and Roosevelt, comes down
through our disriet for a distance of
six miles, thus insuring us good
mail service and convenlent com-
municatlon with cither of the two
towns. This fertile Yench ig Ir-
1igated Ly one on the nine canals
owned and operated by the far=wers.
Thiz water costs us $20.00 an acve,

Several homely bach- our canal comes from the Lakefork
for, river where & permanent supp 7y,

the guring the driest vears, Is ass 'rcd
. fertile acres and good returns, they

because of the storage capaclty »of
the famous Moon Lake, the largesi
one of more than a lLarndred Jakes
in the famous mountaina.
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eld UUpaleo lies in the heart of Du-
led | chesne county, twelve miles west of
1n- | Roosevelt, twelve miles northwest of

Ayton, seventieen miles northeast of
Duchesne and twelve miles south of
Altonah,.

No settlement or town has grown
faster than Upalco during the past
flye years. From & sage brush
flat, it has been developed jnio a
littie town of 385 people. A Jarge
amusement hall in the center of
town is surrounded by the fatms
and homes of tbe people, In  con-
nection with the hall i3 a metion
picture machine which shows fra
‘|one to two pictures weekly.

Our store is located In town and
a good stock of al] staple goods are
catrried.

Until recently farming and seed
growing were the chief occupations
but now dairylng leads. The people
are now getting better milk cowa
and better pastiitres which {s bring-
ing more money {nto town, The pay
checks amount to about $1500.00
monthly and will continue fo In-
rrease as more and better cows are
brought in.

Alfalfa seed {3 also proving a big
factor in the <development of our
town, with an average vyield of
four hundred fifty pounds per acre.

UPALCO

in The TUintah Basip 4
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Other farm products yield about the
following: hay, four tons per acre;
potatoes, seven hundred bushels;
wheat, forty bushels; corm, one hun
dred. A number of orchards with
a good assortment of fruit brings
many fruit buyers, with no betier
fruit to be found.

A short distance from town can
be peen Upalco water falls, known
the Basin over for their beauty as
a landmark. These falls afford the
best water power possibllities in the
country, only waiting for some one
with money to harness ihem and

m]put them to work,

At present Upaleco has ne water
worka but the town soon expects to
pipe a spring two and one-half
miles to town. Sald sprivg has
volums enough to furnish water for
a town much larger than we have
gt pregent.

Upalco s furnigshed with electric-
ity by the Untaih Power and Light
company and every needful electri-
eal equipment ts found i{n a large
number of the homes, The name of
Upaleo was taken from the first
letters in Ulntah Power and Light
company, meaning light,

We Invite visitora, and home
geeicere, to come and look wmug over
and malce thelr home with us,

X  RA_2___ _"T'. T
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BLUE BENCH

"Eleventh of our series of Booster Articles on The Various Towns
in The Uintah.Basin

-----1

tion brings one to the lower end
of Blue Bench, =2 beauliful traet
sloping gently southward and com-

pricing about nine thousand acres.
The s0il is a deep sandy loam and
was covered originally with a heavy
growth of sage brush, which, at
certain seasons of the year, gives
the hench a soft bluish tinge, that
ereated the name.

The Koight Investment company
has spent thousands of dollars in
developing this bench. About three

thousand acres are now in cultiva-
tfon; farmed Dby the latest sclentitic
methods and producing all kinds of
crops in temperate reglons. We are
ralsing this year six hundred ncres
of alfaila seed, which has been our
most valuable erop. We are inter-
ested in the wool industry and feed
many thousand head of sheep with
our hay during the winter, These
cheep are usually kept on the alfal-
fa fields from which we plan to raise
seed, until June 1st, Thiz method
seems to be beneficial to the grow-
ing of alfalts seed. There is prob-
ably no better alfalfa producing
land fn Utah, While we grow oth-
er crops very successfully, we have
proved by careful experiments thal
the soil f2 especially adapted to the
growing of sugar beets and alfalfa
geed. The beets test a higher per-
centage than any others In the
state, {n supar content,

We are confident that when the
canal systems completed o os 1o

Insure the delivery of water to

- - oB-afs s S el sl - Ao -
Traveling north of Duchesne)these fertile acres, Blue Bench will
scarcely two miles, an abrupt eleva-[be one of the most sought after

sections in the Ulntah Basin,

YWe have a2 water systenr that pow
supplies running water in our teed
yards and some of our cottages. We
kave electricity in our cottages,
barns, machine sheds, Dlacksmith
thops and our shearing plant Is
operated by elecirielty. We have
purchased very recently, one ¢f the
largest type of improved seed hul-
lers and this well be operated by
electrielty., So you see that a home
on Blue Bench may have the com-
forts and conveniences of home life
in the large cities and In addition
to this, we have the finest air in
J'God’s out of Doors.”

In the winfer time wo are sup-
plied with water from a well, We
pump it from a depth of two hun-
dred feet pnd it is very splendid
water. FHence, you can see, NMNr,
Home Bullder, that all the essentials
of the fine homes are obtainable on
Blue Bench.

North from Blue Bench are Tal-
mage and Mountain Ilome, adjacent
to the mountaing where timber Iis
abundant and lumber is obtaimable
at eighteen dollars Yer thousand
tess than thrify miles away; while
northwest, up the Duchesne river,
about the same distance abundance
of coal of the finest quallty can be
purchased at three and onc-half
dollars per ton.

Any further information can be
obtained by addressing R, H. Allen,
Seeretary of tho XKnight Investment
com,any, Prova, Utah,
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. PURPLE

}

Few people travellng througu {he’
Ulntah Basin see, or even hear, that
there §3 a- Purple bench, located as
it is on & high bench or table land,
twelve miles north and two miles
west of Duchesne. Locking from
that place in a northerly directlon
the traveler sees a mountain of red
sandstone ledges. The bench slopes
from the Roclk Creek divide In =
goutheasteriy directlon te the Blue
Bench sand riége and the Redcap
Breaks and is cut off {rom the
mountain Honie Boneta country by

.1 Plgeon Water or Big Hollow Creek.

e,

v
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e

The ayverage length of ten miles
wide and width of five mlles gives
a total of 15,000 acres of tillable
landg.

Probably the most astonishing
feature of the loeality Is the cli-
mate, when account is taken of the
elevation, which ranges from 6000
to 7000 feet. After years of com-
varison It can truthfully be sald
that this section is as free of [rosts
and has more Molsture fall than
does Salt Lake county.

This community Is well supplied
with water with the completion of
the Farnsworth Cana] system, which
now waters more than 3,000 acres
and ean water thousands of acres
more. A reeent declsion of the
courts glveg the people of this sec-
tion, the right also of an exchavge
of water witk the Indian lands,
between Lake ¥Fork aand Duchesne

Tivera.
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{ Eleventh of our series of Booster Articles on The Various Towas E
in The Uintah Basin 1
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BENCH

There are now about fifty fami-
lles here, with a total population of
approximately three hundred peo-
ple. ‘The flrst seitlers came here
flfteen years ago and from a very
few, lhave grown to tlhe present

poulation. There ia yet room for
geveral times the present number of
residents angd it is hoped, wlth
conditions so favorable, this may
soon be reallzed.

Almost any crop that can be
rajsed in a temperate climate, can

be ralsed here, TUntil now - most
attention has been given to raifsing
hay and small grains. NMany other
¢rops have heen tried out until it
has beenr positively demonstrated
that no bDetter quality or quantity
of tcmperate crops can be ralsed
any where. In addition to those
named are the root crops, beets,
carrots, apd peotatoes, sguash, oni-
ong and In fact 2ll garden crops;
alfalfa seed and many others, The
small fruits grow as if they were
Intended especlally for here, even
apples, pears and cherries do very
well. There are apple trees now
coming Into bearing that have horne
heavy crops of that fruit four years
consecutively.

Virtually all the peopls belong to
the so-called “Mormon’ c¢hurch and
a5 3 conscquence that is the only
active ¢hurch here. A ward organ-
lzation has been In operation o

number of years. A meating louse
b5 feet long, constructed of sawed
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Zm“.a men_wmi mwmm:smlm Dry Gulch
Creek East of Roosevelt meamm.

Friday forenoon, the gradlng of

the Dry Gulch bridee was complet-
ed sufficlently that cars could be
permitted to eross. The guietitude
0f Maln street was broken by {he
shriek of car bhorns whenr Fred
Jensen and D, Q. Bybee drove
through fowxn, with the American
Flag {lying. A number of citizens
Immediately drovg to the bridge.
The grading was soon completed

and traffic allowed to use the bridge!ville.

Y e——

r

done 28 soon ag Alr. Reynoldg

insiead of having to po around the
detour.

There iz silll some work to be)
done on the bridge before it wil
Le formally accepted by the State
Road Commission, Thig includes re-
moval of forms and the smootbing)
up of the giructure which will be
of
company,
from Spring-|

the Whitney-Reynolda
contractors, arrives
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of Jensen

A 0ULDUNY) MTUUILNEL, 49y ITE0

When I was a young woman about
twenty 3.x jears old my parents were
cenverted to the Latter-day Saint te-
ligion anil we came across the plalns
from Eng and to Utoh We came Across
the plains with hone teams and set-
tied In Sat Lake at the time when
the Sainis left thelr homes wnhen the
Johnstziy Army cenms in whielh was
in ‘ne y ar 1857 We went to
Mantl from there and I was marrled
to a young man abut my age After
we had been marrled 2 few months
my husband w28 called on a missicn
lo Ingland During the time he was
gone 1 had to uo thru the herdships
¥ith the rest of the ploneers I often
worked wll diy in the fleld gleaning
wheat for hread

1 had brough* some Jovely linena
{rom England with me ard I found It
necessary to zell these prised pieces
for a very small prico for the neges
sitles of life

When my husband returned bhe
worked as mill wright for years and
as he was exceptlonaily adapted to
this work he wax called from pace

< to place to build grst and «aw milly

When he was doang thls work he al-
ways had a crew of men working for
him and I cooked for them During
this time seven children were born
five of whom we taised to manhood
and womanhood As these years went
by all the families working diligently

I¢ zene ranznd Ino one RROTHER
HOOD!

CHRISTMAS' All Nitions refoxca to U @
THRILL of it—
Tavpers and peassa s the vk and
rzo vned

Sad of Love~=may wt bow 1o the WILL

e

o
Then we Il have CHRISTMAS the

whoa's year nround

(2 1930 Wertern Newepapar Unlon)

ferhaps §1 §s sbingdy Luwan nature
that & min st Wil o angry when
Uiy rad » sudlerly fufls o fuection

wring w § 1itic ab conventlon us e Iy
wlten (LT st Ren dur b at the eritl
wal t o ntlu g phse Dbt

[ 2= —— ww——— ——

together going thru hardships yeb
growing nearer and dearer {o each
other and working the soll and overe
coming the water rights making the

land preduce grain hay fruits of
most every kind prospectors finding
many valuable mineinls in the dit.
ferent hills and mountains some ene
goged In live sloxk and now we can
see the mountains and plalns covered
with sheep and caitle which are bring.
ing milllons o dollars in to this staie
of ours So each little community bay
grown and when I vent 1 went to
lire with rome of my children who
had settled in Jensen 1 found these
one of the best producing parts of
the couniry I had <een Altho at the
time T came the people were scalter-
ed and many things w.re yet to be
improved

These few zettlers that had come
firat stayed rmiised ther familles
gave them sl the oppmiunitics they
could all the time working to thae
saome end to make the'r community
rne 0f the bes* They have succeeded
tora= of the very best producing farms
in the Ulntan county are found along
the Oreen river at Jensen It seems
ta have the weather adventage here
too a3 th? zezson is about two weeks
carller in the spring and two weeka
later in the 1all which is a great bene-
flt to the crecps the farmers ralse

The p ace now has a good four room
brick schoot house and hire four
scboo)l teachers a scheol bux s
to take our «tudents to the high school
A good brick ward house two good
grocery stores and Post Office, these
places both being lit by the Delco
{izhts and they can furnish the com-
munity and tourist which cross the
four span bridge at Jensen with all
the general necessitles There 13 also
a lunch reom run in the summer time
In connection with one of these stores
There Is 8 good hote]l where you can
oot good meals end lodgirg Al these
things I have lived to see accomplished
snd enjoy It is people Uke 1 hare
worked with and llved with that has
made Jensen In fact the whole stale
aof productiveness beauty and Icyal-
ty a state of which we can boast and
be proud that we are one of its build-
ers

—

amb



I—-'I_i'story of Fort Duchesne

Porl Duchesne has been for many
+ an cesls in the desert especial-
a0 in the yesra when [t wse the
placa ot town between Heber
and Vernal Leaving Heber one
travaled through sand and sage krush
oll day pichaps not weeing » lving
sonl It took & week from Salt Lake
Oy ta Vernal by leam and Port
Dughesne was the camping place for
everybor
Fort Ducheane was founded In 1886
the »oldiers coming In {rom Bridger
\Uontana Captain Hateh was In com-
mand, end they lived in tents the
first yetsr then houses nere construct-
ed of slabs later batter ones were an-
nexed to these Still Jater in the ear
ly nineties the large pretentious
fronts were built on making what wat
called the ofticers quarlers trees were
planted lavns made and all In all
it became o pretty plare
Many dlfs~rent army olficers weare

in comoand lere between 1686 a.nd[

1910 Colonal James Randleit was an
cocentrie, quick terrpered old [fellow
An instance iz told of his fallure to
understand &  telephone mewsage
which might hawe brought about 4

in berrels ond delivered to the peo
ple On (ne oocazton Hugh Owens
was driving the water wagon and fail
«d In tome wav to please the Chinese
100k st the officers mess The c¢ook
was wery angry and hid hehind the
seier barrel thinking he would ahoot
Owens when e came by but Ownen
mied Mr Cninamen first and came
around the other way with a shovel
with which he spatted him 80 hard
that Mr Chinaman went right
through the window alighting in the
middle of the table among the food,
and dishes sending the =aticnlshed
officera in al) directions

In 1010 and 1011 the soldiera were
taken awav and the post lurned over
to the Indisn depuartment for an In-
Idh.n agency Jeve [ Martin  was
ithen sent In a9 agent In 1914 he wius
iirgasferred and DPeter  Tosecranta
served Lhree montha A X Knesle
then came and stayed nine years and
he and Mrs Kneale won the hearts
of mans friends The Fort became a
pleasant community The f(rst school
wan established snd through the per-
nussion of Mr Kneale {2 was held In
the guard house The cells weie siil)
intact but alter remodeling and

critieal condition for his nephew who, buildine it over & good four rOOM
was In charge of the Randlett Indlan|achtol bousce was made My V T
Boarding achool Try Indlans were|Rice was the flest principal in 1016
runting over Blue mountain in Cal- Lioyd Panter is tow principal
orado whep one of thelr number was| Aflter Mr Kneale Fred A Oroms
Kitad by a Colorado game warden 'was sgent for three years During his
When the news reached the White time the Ulntah DBasin Industrial
river Utes they rushied Into Randlett Convention was begun which has now
in an angry mob the telephone office become a big snnual event Thousands
was Jilled Ar Coatk the Colonels of people come every year to enfof
nephew was at a 1oss to know what the pretty shady caol and all-to.
to do or hov to get word to his gether dellyhitiul little town
uncle to send troops down to taks care, Oecrge Wilson Is post master llenty
of the situation Me realized 1 he tele=' N Tidwell iz agent and Dr Sewsrd
boned the Indlans would hear what White {s the ninth doctor since Dr H
& sald eand then no telling what B Lloyd Jeit nine years ago
would happen e declded to try The Experiment farm Is becoming
spelling it out over the telephone!n source of farm knowledge for the
This he did telling his uncle to wend industrious Indlan It Is one mille
troops Immediately The spelllng of north of here and was established
ihe messeza snunded to the old mans thive years ago by the Uteh Agricul.
edars k2 his nephew had gone crazy U ral College
He shouted back *What {3 the matter One year when the water supply
with you? Have you gone erazy [ al<|was short an old Indlan woman could
wayz thought you were a I tle off | not get enough water for her melon
and now you have gone completely) palch She complsined to the Indian
off the esrth What (n the devil are agent about it “I know why no water '
you trying to say * The young man xzhe sajd *White woman use it 21
thated his spelled message again washing clothes *
and sagain with no evail His uncle; This year Mrs Danfels and the In.
fgave It up and shouted back. *You dlan farmer complained to the agent
blathering (ool shut up [I've troll-l becaure she cowld not get weter fo
bles enough of my own. The skunks’ <ave her garden When she wes told
got in my hen house last night snd by the 15crt that he was powerless
killad all my young turkeys® to help her she smilingly asked him
There sero years when the water to teach her his whistle and she would
sLpply for ¥ort Duchesnie was hiyled pash herself through the world




History of Tridell

Tridel] btelongs to Lthe Whiterocks
gzgmet ard wes eslablished asbout

Tridelt ward wes organized in the
year 1918 u=Jder the name of Liberly
ward, with C 3 Bartleit, blahop and
Jiorace Monill and John  Merkley
ecunselors  Harmon 3Aulllng  ward
clerk ‘The ward proper ctomsisis of
1hrve dells pr deans  (Fast, West and
cen:.er Delb mfl ;t:zcuon ot c\o‘g}m
ta the wet, situa upon tee
rocks bench

The fist publie buildlng was o
school-howse In center draw built by
clti*»ns donztion The bullding wo3
of Togs and was long used a3 & come-
menity center to which the cettlers
gathered for meetinge dances trcate
ricAts and soclals This old commupity
home tma torn down only two years
ago, ond though the people \ eve glad
to replres it with bulidings mote pro-
fentlous and fine, yet In sone enses
feary of tender memories were shed
al the sight of the demclishment of
the old howae

A poodly number of boys and gi-ls
why were puplls there are now num-
bered amont the use™) eltizens of the
Btate ¢f Utah

Sixteen hgh school and elementary
schoql leachers of Utah have enllsted
from Tridell most of whom are now
teaching in variour parts of the slate

The L D 8 church of the ward
has sent oul Lo the Notthwestere states
tnd ety fo  the c.niral
states, ene and cne to Lhe soulkern
states and ore {u Callfornis

Within the boundsrias of ‘Tyldell
voting precnet wre over 10000 fcres
of arable land Alfafs alfslo seed.
wheat, cuts cotn vegetablen end feuit
thrive rere

Because of our sunv southern exe
posure coen does exceedingly well

Bome of gLr best bronze Lurkeys are

from Tridell annually to are
”f.:-l:tplm of the baiin for breeding
s

Our cloee proximity o the ferest
reserye =nd catfle cange has led to
the derelopment of small herds of beel

1ts In the conununity and also Jerds
+¢ sheep mid many excellent dalyy
e

The earlint scttlfers of Tridell nere
frean Verral and brought stands of
tees frem Vernal spalries Apsirlsls of
¥he community now ahip hundreds of
rof o heoee 1o different sections of
tha United States

The livat sedtless hrre were naturs)
bemaamabew and  rammunily-bylld-
ers, trlrepld and determined The ine
cidents of thelr early expericncen
wesld peeks intereatlne history with
selnx ef both humor and pathos Far
instance oce lady relates ™ ¢t gt one
time tabout the veat 1610 or 1911)
T o T S
T m he of which the -
g:' callu; rendine the m"'

toun t ¢ ta
eorl mafely Jpon "rses  or hig
patehes of grovnd  then that wpon
wideh they were ramming Ar soon as
tha Metm abated the pood women
hastavd (o reemya the detoneing of a
neighhr & fellow tenter who with
hee family was on 8 trio W Vemal
Warn (ke brave Bamaritan retuped
tn Par own tent, to her dlamay she
found that her own entire stock of
hovgehold gooels wax teversl feet un-
der”water Waler waz  running out
of ber flour box and sewiny machine
ey o 1
er lady, for tresa wers "la-
dles” of the truest type, hliched up

her husbands tesm while he was
jone away fe carn rome clothes for
the family srdrebe, and plowed
wurzoned and plinted twenty acres of
and, which produced o f{ine crop ol
ood 11pplies for the ensuing winter

The spirit of the setilers in this
+ t of the basip like that of the
settlers In moast other parts hae Bren
the apirit of opropestive  endemvor
They have laughed away {he lesser
wotrles and held on to the bigger
motives

This [eellng has beett expreased In
veries which were writlen by & local
writer and read at the flrst neeting
ofthe U B 1 © {n the yeer 1023
entitled "Utahs Eastern Emplre*

At the foot ¢f the Ola Ulntahs
Sparkling with lakes and rills

Lies tizhs Eastern Emplre
Ofrt round with purple hitls

Broad reach of vale and bench lands
Beat virgin 'peath the sun,

While thry their lowland besins
The winding *hers run

And those wha delve In the emplre
Bay that broading over all

Is a splirit hispering softly
To those who heed jty call

Ti« the apirit of the home lands
It rises from the soll

And 1t Uies for those who strusele
And breathes for these who tall

And to those who've caught the spleit
Tho rurged *Yie way appears

Comes courage hope conlentment,
And faith In the future yesrs

And these will build the Fmplire
With courage brave and high

Wil bulld this Western Fmpire
Neath Utahs eastern sky
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Interesting and Valuable In-

formation Given on Beau-
tiful, Fertiie Ashley Valley

The Ashley Valley area occuples the tal beds of dark-colored shale give
central part of the Ulnlah cownty jrise to a scries of mesas that extend
which is situated In the northeastern froms the base of t_e Ulnta mountains
pirt of the Btate of Utah ‘The area is|sowhward to o point sbout west of
gbout 20 miles west of the Utah-Col=jil 2 town of Jensen From a distance
orada tine about 40 mlles south of of| thiso mesas appear as an elevated
oradS line about 40 miles south of the! plain sloping gently to ihe south
nerthern boundary of the state _Snw ward, and separated from the lower

about 125 nilles east of Gall Laoke City __un& by eroded terrace slopes In de-
1 The boundaries of the ares are ir+,tall this reglon consists however of

mamssbmm Vomams wbs s ssnscas alamm $he
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diets was mantained 1 ¢ several yoan
at a post known as Forl Thorndurg
about two miles west of the reitle-
ment of Ashley at the mwuth of the
canyon of Ashley creek At that time
mail and suppifes were brought into
the valley by teaming over the Ulntah
mo\ ntamns from Fort Bridger in Wyo-
ming Vernal the county seat of
Uintah county is loctied In the west
central part of the ares 2ndd haz n
repuletion of 1399 ¢1920 census) Mae-
sep i o small settlement a few miles
northuest of Vernal and Naples and
Jensen are similr= settlements ta the
southeast Jensen is situated on the
west bank of Oreen river

There ace no raliroads within the
srea Walson Utah the northern
teyminus of the Uintah rallnay (nar-
row gauge) about 55 miles southenst
of Vernal Is the nearest raiircad con-
nection and from that point the
greater part of the freight end ex-
press into the velley has In the pe-
cent past been transported by suto-
mobile trucks Price and Helper are
stations on the main line of the Dene
ver and Rio Orand reilro2d sabout
135 miles southwest of Vernal A cone |
siderable part of the commodities re- |
celved by the local merchants is ship-
ped by par¢e] post through Price and
considerable of the passenger traific
inte and of the valley Is by autemo-
bile stage through Helper and Price
Within the Ashley salley good earth
roads are maintalned along most of
the pection lines and a few wigon
rosds lead northward Into the Ulntah
mountains A fsir stage road leads
from Vernal to Watson and the
Pikes Peak auto highway now known
as U 8 40 crosses Green river at
Jensen QOraveled highways extend
wriwr 4 to Heber Salt Lake City
and otier po'nts Aside from these
main lines of travel yoads that are
often but little better than tralls lead
ta various parts of the adjacent ter-

ritory

gan with the digging of a small ditch
in the spring of 1374 {o irrigate land
on the Captain Pardon Dodd ranch
in Ashley A second gitch was dug
within a year by two or three set-
tlers who {ook up ranches near Dodd s
ranch and formed the settlement of
Ashley Little more was done until
the fall of 1877 when settlers came In
from Salt Lake City tn the spring
of 1378 three town sites were 1ald out
one at Incline (now Jensen) one at
Vernal (formerly called Ashley Cen-
terd and one at Dty Fork which s
Just outside the area to the nhorth-
west During ihis year (1878) irTiga-
tlan ditches were bullt to secve the
lands in the nelghbxthood of each
townalte Before the close of the sum-
mer cf 1800 three large canals—the
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The boundaries of the aren are ir« tail this region consists however of
regular Creen riter passes along the a series of small flat-topptd mesas
eistern and southern sldes of the areal which are separated by steeply slop-
and the remaining boundaries have|ing sides and by lower lying area of
been drawn to include all land now|varying extent where the local drain.
under irrigation and Iard which it is age courses have develrned a more ot
teazonab e to expect may be drought Jess ureven topography This mesa

under lrrigaton 24 same Dyture time
either by ex.ension of the present
cinal systems or construction of New |
ones ‘The area ctovers about 1M
aguire miles or 96000 acrex

The Ashley ‘alley srea includes all
the sgricultural land within the vale
ley of Ashisr creek, known as Ashley
wajley and in addition the mesa
1ands betucen Ashley freek and Oreen
river and an srea of land of uneven
topography south of Ashley valley.
The agricu'tural lands of the reglon
are terminated on the north by the

lower slopes of the Ulnta range of
mountatns and on the west and southe
west by Asphalt ridge and associated
ridges and meses

The lower slopes of the Ulnta moun-
falns consist of strata of sedimentary
rocks that din sharply to the south
ind southeast ancd disappear be-

neath Lhe lower alluvial solls of the'

Astuey tialley of Beneath masses of
shales that form the outliing mesas

Ashley valley Ues betueen Asphalt
tiaze on the west and tbe mesa just
tast of Ashley creek and ex ends from
the bast of the Ulnta mountains on
fhe north to & seml-detached spur of
Asnha)t ridee that ex endy o the
channel of Green yiver sbout 7 miles
southwest of Jensen

Ashley creek which traverses the
area from the northwest to southwest
meandars through a narrow flood
plain parts of which are olten over-
llowed dutrng the spring llocods Be-

reglon hez from 100 to ‘300 feet sbove
the alluvial lands alang Ashley creek
and from 200 to 500 feet above the

L0 VELIDUS PUILT UL LUT UUJULKIHY Wa~
ritory

‘The mean annual temperature at
Vernal saccording to of.iclal yecords
of the weather burcau for a period
0 19 vears s 439 degrees Fahren.
heit During the summer months
whlich normatly liuclude about 75 pere
cent of the growing season Lre sver-
age temperaturs is a little over 66 de-

flood plain of Green river ~

Most of the land Is too uneven for
Irrigation conaisting for the most part
of 2 prominent ridge extending from
the base of Asphalt rldge southeast-
word to a velatively srarrow body of
eoll mlong the north ank ¢f Green
river, and to three four smel
benches an the norll n and eastern
sides of the ridge

Ashley creek is a ¢
which rises In lakez ar the suawml
of the Ulntah mowt % For n dis.
tance of about ¢ *aues ulter it en.
ters the area the channel §s rather
ehalles and with it are assozlated a
number of smaller channels which
carry waler anly during fleods Dur.
ingz the spring months, when the meit-
Ing of srow in {he mountalns be.
comes tanid (hs ciream offen enr.
ries & large velure of wa er ard the
Irnds g'%cmg its course in the northern
mart of the grea are frecuently over.
flewed und mote or less ercded and
the loeatint of the clannel may be
changed for shoit distances During
the summer season the flow of the
creek is small bat continuaus Defore
the diversion of watir far irrigation
the flow senk into the gravels within
a short distance below the mouth on_
the canyon Boxth of a polnt about due
east of Verna! the streanm has cut a!

Anam  tarkivane ahanral theraneh tha

131 o1t stream

grees Fahrenheit Summer tempers-
fures of over 100 degrees bore very
rare and the nights are always coot
The winters are not zevere

Violent winds are almost unknowmn
Strong westerly winds occur during
the spring menthe, in the heated sea-
scn these winds sre often of short
duration anhd accompany or precede
the wummer rlfternbons or evening
showners Hall storms are sery rare
Thunderstormd are of almost daily
occurence during the summer $as0n
in the mountalng just nerth of the
area, and occasionally sweep across
the area in an easterly direction

Agriculture in the Ashley valley be-

townsite Before {he close of the sum-
mer cf 1800 three large canals—~the
Central Ashley Upper and HRock-
Point—-had been built Im 1882 there
were nhout 400 people within the area

From the first setllers found it nec-
essary on acceunt of their isolation
and bad roads to make the communes
ities self-Supporting The first crops
grown were corn Wwheat, and pota-
foes By 1830 seversl hundred fruit
trees had beun planted and some fruit
was produced within the area Then
as well as now there was no immedi-
ate cash crop llvestock and animal
products being the source of cash Ine
tone

The Ashley val ey area 1s well sdapt-
ed to the production of lvestock dai-
rving and noultry raising Thiy 1s due
not only tu the execellent summer pas-
turage afforded by the Uintal moun-
talns but also to the fact that a rela-
tivels large acreage of the mesa solls
fs generally being used for the cuaiti-
sated pusturage ’
RarhIzaq
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The Honey Industry

The boney bee Industry of the Uln- that way by discouraging shipment of

portadee than many suppose Last trv
whete there 18 much foul broad
Tl ity fron e her ey, ot An incresse In the avernge of al-

this bagin from other states That b
narth while Thiy industry represents falfa and sweet clover has resulted In
on investinent of 340 000 There 8T tna yerepse of apalrles and In the
g%th{::yo;p&tau??gm&;bﬂ: very near future thl?honey crop should
- warth e

eruz;l. t&tm than ltv;‘: cans or 12 ge $100000 annually A lcy
poun honey to colony ThE p, 3ty trucks to the nearest rallroad
is 0 jow estimate That maeans 10000 IEINQII A number of the beekeepers
and merchants have recently been

cans G0 O0D0 pounds for 30 tons of
gon shipping by parcel post and auto
trucks

oy
Bees are free {from diseose and the
owners will endeavor {o keep them

The babassu nut of Drasil {e sald to
be su hard thot 12 requires a pressure
of 1000 peunds to bLeeak 3t In mo
other respect dosq It hme the siight
eet tesemblance to cor early caoti
loupe

Lurrler plgeons made an average
#pecd of SU nlles an hour from Lyons
% Y. to Bosto1 Ard to think that
tarrler [Igeons were omce used be
cayve they wery swiftl

We wonder whet n retirlog f rest
dent who las had Nils HII of the job
thinky of the eoger cundidates who
ere looklag fur work, worry and
trout le

Uintah basin heney hos no superior
It wina the prizes when placed upon
exhibitlon at county state and world s

{Iaira Mcre than once il has baen

anarded first prize at the annual con-
vention of t*e International Dee
Keepers® Assoclati~n Ashley valley is
one of the mast ldeal sections In the
United States for bee culiure The
¢Umatio conditiora make it such Sveet
clover and alfalfs are the two pringi
pal sources from which the busy dezt-
z2n4 of the hive gather the dellclous
nectar that I1s ripened Into this proe
duct of high quality Many farmers of
this section who do not pretend to
make 2 specialty of hees produce &
greal deal of honey for the market
Alfaifa blocsoms contaln the very baut
nectar As & result many farmers are
Taising bees and making 'noney from
eltaifa and honey at the same time

Those who know what good honey
really fs will appreciaie the fuct that
the article in this hasin {s sa heary
that it weighs twelve snd one-hal!
netnds to the gallon The color Is what
is known to Jhe trade as “water white®
and the Slavor is mor= delightful than
that of the much pralsed white clover
honey of the ¢ tern states A Lttle
while ago the huney from one of the
welleunown apalrles in the Ashley vale
ley found its way through the chan-
re’s of trade to Hamburg Germany
The dealer took the nddress from the
label and wrote to the mmnager of
the same mpairy to ascertaln i he
could nbtaln honev from that source
regularly Today the honey from this
hasin finds its way to most parts of
the United States and to many fice
. cuatries

It i3 generally recopnlzed that Wit~
Ham Powell was the first man to ime
port bees into the Uintah Basln whih
he did zome time durlng the eatly
eightle; His first colmy, however,
proved to be affected with the dread
disease *foul brood® ‘This eolony of
Dees together with all fixtures was
consigmned to the flames and slnce
that {ime there has not been anolher
coce of foul brood The draler mho
finihed the bees fo Mr Powell res
placed them free of charge The pert
Importation of bees was marie soon al-
ter that by the late Bishon Geozge
Preestone and consisted of three col-
onles Thoxe few hives of bees were
the tmall foundailon upon which ome
cl our mest nrofitable and promlsing
industries has been butlt

-

1



‘Vernal, the Largest City in
The Uintah Basin, is Most

1748 12713 VG cempANy G}y 18 1996, Sruck & tees
mendous flow of gas, estimated at
40,086,000 cuble feet per day at their
oll well 11 miles from Verna! Appli-
caticn has been made to supply Ver
nal City and Salt Lake City with nn-
ture] gas from this well

_ Among the natursl resources are the

Modern Inland City in U. S, s e Siam e

areatest in Utah the high water sheds

Hundreds of people fo whom the
Christmas number of the Vernal Ekx-
presa {lnds ita way each year are anx-
ious that it shall contain a new plec.
ture of the Ulntah b~+in, & description
of the Ashley valley and information
regarding Vernal the blggest city In

ihe basin This issue of the Express
therefore hbecomes a great factor _=_
the grawth and development of thils
section of the state and we aje anx-
fous that the information glven shall
be accurale in every rezpect

With reference to Vernal the soune

ty seat of Uintah county it is lo-!
caled on the Victory higuaway the’
main street of America and lays its
clalm to distinction not because of its!
unfque setting In the productive val-
ley of Ashley but rather becanse §t
is the most modern and up-to-dato in.
land ¢lty In the United States Vernal
Is Xxnown from coast to conast where-
ever tourists {ravelers and men ¢f by«
siness gather With an approximate
population of 1400 Vernals pecullar
Jocation makes it serve a population
of fully 1200¢ an analysis of the vol-
unie of business transacted showing

this to be a fact _

een 3 supply nf  irrigation water
turksy for Thankegiving and Christ- throughout the year The recreational
owme tips the New York market with value in some of the most sublime
several car loads The same with the scenery to be found in Ameriea with
1o¢ Angeles market. its myriads of lakes and stroams with

Delry farming has become the all the speenled trout large game pre.
year around Indusiry bringing iniserves for the protection of the deer
several thousands of dollars each|and game fow! [he Immnense depos-
month fo the industrious farmer Con«!its of phosphate which will provide
certed effort is belng made to bring|immediate tonnage for the raflroad
the various dairy herds to the high-{Waonderful sites for electric power ard
est perfection by the Imporiation of many other resources the value yet
pure-bred sires and dalry calves Sweet undetermined and scarcely dreamed
cream has be¢n shipped as far B_wgﬁ go to make the Ashley valley
Denver one of the places where a lving s

Oil 1s a possibllity In the valley and easily made and where one can e In
preparations eYe being@ made for de- as modern homes as any place in the
welopmernt along this Jine at several' land with the best schools for {heir.
fields 'The Utah O3 and Refining higheet order at all times M
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Within Ashley alley surrounding
Vernal there are 10 publie schools with
60 teacheras and over 1600 pupils ‘1h!s
Includes the $115000 new Senlor and
the 330 000 Junlor Uintah high schools
Jocated on the same campus ‘The ca«!
pacity of these two schools Is oyer 809
pupils The Vernal Central grade school
houses pver 500 puplls The temainder
of the schools have two to elght rooms
each The L D 8 church also malne
tains & seminary

In Vernal there 1 Episcopal Cathe
olic and Congregational church bhuld.
ings with two L I 8 churches und 8
lorge L D 8 t{abernacle with a srat-
ing capacity of 2500 also g8 capaclous
congregational community house There
are severs' frateynal orders elubs and
rocletlies &ith a stisng Lions rlub ors
ganizetion

Added to Vernals substantial buysi.
ness blocks there are three modern
garage buildings costing from $12000
to 330000 the new Senior high school,
ard the new Federal bullding aite ena
hullding costing $50000 the new Pirst
ward chapel costing #400G00 and
store and eoffice bulldings under cone
tract, At leost 20 moclert bungalows,
rosting from $2000 to $6000 each have
teen completed The commodious
Commercial hotel s modern In every
respect as i3 also the Qioson hotel
since It has undergone many changes

The Victory highwzy #Hrom ihoe
center of toun west is poved with na-
tive asphalinm wnhile flve miles of
sidewalks have been paved this year
Nearly all of the business blocks
eourt house szchools and many build.
ings ar= of brick The nalhe gypwum
plaster is nearly as hatd 2z cement
and linlshea a beautiful gray eream
color Coa' in abundance ls mired In
the nearby mountain




the nearby mountain

For some fliteen ycars Vernal bore
the distinction of belng a city with-
out taxatlon Yet blocks of asphalte
um sldewnlks and street pasing were
accomplished ‘Today ifs sireets are
well graded and malnfained sacink-
led pnd lghted with 100 electric
lights

The climate of the Asliley salley
makes thls a nist desiyable place to
live ‘There {s practically ne wind ex-
tept In the spring The change of
seasons s gradual pot being rubject
ta sudden changes of heat snd cold
Nights are cool and refreshing ‘The
altitude of the valey aatles fjem
472% to 3500 feet

The resources of the Ashley 1alley
are 20 vitled and extensihie It Is a
difficult matter to el of any cne
nfid its fature posstbiiitles o ftawut
making it seem as though one dn
the telling wms overstepping the
beunds of truthfulness

Decause af the great depasits of 2%
rost nure phosphate In the suctound.
ing hills and the deep oil the ground
is one ¢f the most productiie in the
west, ralsing any crop to perfection
that can be grown in R tempeiate cll-
mata and where intenshe and careful
cult.vation has been practicet make
tng almrost Incredible tlelds Dergnee
ef inadequate transportatloy fazilitie«
no great development has been mad»
i the crops which bring the richest
returns {rom the 20ll and only suf-
firlent 1 ralsed lo meet the local
rontumptlon 1

Rieh gialfn flelds meke returny in
hay for the livestock industey which
has been Lhe principol one and very
nerathie loo The sheep indusiry
Minge over one-guartir of a m.dlion
doltars annually In this valley alone
Cattle L s»cond only In Importance

A7 th the Uinfah basin coming fot
==ved pq on s)'alln aeed® producing sec-
ton second to none In the United
“tntgx the Ashlev rel'ey {1 meking
tenp stridee In this fled The J O
Peppard  Seed company has bulit a
Yazwe seed clenning plant fo handle]
their centrpriad acreges

Thewa fa alwr & pmalley prad plean-
fng, plent runed by the Vernal Mill-
ing and Light company Bome of the
reaplees alfalfo serd vields tecorded
homs heon {n the Ashles wallsy The
mew induatre one of eaev apd eheap
tranaprtation ranke now with the
heep industey and bds fale to eur-
pasy it

AS tpony ax rull rmtoportation ia as-
gured » puger refinery will be bullt
in the walley the Aralgzmaeled Buser
cempany hreing a8 lest made of the
ruger bee’s this vear Adequate water
for Irrientiion will brine this and oth-
er intensive agric lural ¢rops to high
m!{ctlon as soon as tre rallieoed 4

Te=e da pemackadly well here the'
alfalfa biovm for seed creating a ire
mendous flow The excellence of Vel
!l honey fs known all over the Un
{*ad States and has been shipped to
Furone because of its especlally pleas-
ine favor

Yithin the Iast few yeers the rals.
ingfof turkeys and eapons has come
to }he front end the Uinlah basin
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cannon from Provo to 8alt Creek
George Davis Merkley (now Juab) Ie served on home
And PHocbe Ann Merkley |puard in Black Hawk war and was
:liégct%r o!f Ced“m gort Co-op store
QGeorge Davis Merkley was born M of which -ne was pur
July 14 1850 at Salt Lake City just [chasing agent 15 years, director of
across the street from the old Uni. (water board 25 years and has been,
venity bullding in the north part watermaster since 1860 until his
of the city e was the son of Nel.|death e was a school trustee nine
son Merkley who came to Utah injymrs & biacksmith and farmer !
1848 {n the Amasast Lyman company| The Merkley snd Hacking family
and s grandson of Christopheritraveled together to Ashley Valley
Merkley who came to Utah in 1848 in four covered wagoas, Wgen they
in ths Enoch Reese company Mr iwere a short distance from Du-
Merkley's grandfather filled eight|{chesne Mr Aferkley wag out round.
missions and asslsted I bulldingifr ¢ up the livestock and had a
ths Nauvco, Salt Lake and Logan number of letters he was to wnd
temples Ha was also an Indian war{back to Balt Lake with the first
vetcran Mr Merkleys father wasiouifit he met Seeing a horssman
a veteran of Echo canyon wr They|coming like mad across the country,
lived nt Salt Lake & number ofhe halled him. Ths man rods up}
vears and then moved to Morgan [all excited and informed Mr Merk.
Yalley Cedar Valley Cedar Fortiley that the Indlans had overpow-
and to Vernal where they have ge«jered the soldlers killed Meeker and
sided »ver slnce his men and were coming Into ths
In October 10, 1841 hs was mar«|Utah settlemunts e zatd he had
ried to Phoehe Ann Ilacking whoiflve hundred head of cattle in the
was born December 8 1880 ab Cedar Pasin Jut would not risk his hida
Yalley Mrs Meckley i3 the d.auzh-leven it he had to abandon them.
fer of John Bampson Hacking who Mz Merkley carried the word back
was bom September 18 18313 at ta camp snd s consultation was
§ Peterson, Lancashire England and held It was de~lief fo go on
i came to Ulah In 1851 In Captain ther Journey to Ashley Valley
f Cardons com~any Mrs Merkleys They hardly saw a redskin on thel
R Tather sottled fiidt In American ent s trip
§ Fork and then moved to Cedar !-‘ortl Arriving In Vernal in the falf of
7 {n 1833 Went with Gunnbon party!™9 there was not & single trea to
g to California {n 185% therce via the bo seenn There were o few vnnowsl
4 Isthmus of Panama and New Yorkalong the creek The flat was cover.
tn 8t Louls, where he married re-|ed with gage and shadscale The ;
8 tuning to Utah with his wife and [frst night Mrs Aferkley walked to|old historie Iiacking cornesr and ba-|
& latlers parents n 1834 1le served|a high ridge and counled but twoigan to cultivate the acll and clear
g a1 militlaman in Walker war, dur. [tights as far 23 she could see Theylit for planting
B ing which time be drov the "Bow™ |localed oo homesteads near the {Tu D» Continued)
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Gcorge Davis Merkley and
Phoebe Ann Hacking

(Continued From Last Week)

Speaking of lighting facllities in
the dars before the advent of tha
lamp or «’ectric light ints Ashley
Valley, Mrs Meiaiey sald during
the {irst winters they rad to de-
pend on & crude liglt made from
the uss of & butlon covered with
rag burned in deer tallow The
button wes covered with the rag
and the e~ds cut off then placed
n a dih filled with the tallow
Later candie. were brought by
some of the setllers When lamps
wera brought in they were cone
sidered A luxury 7The supply of

coal ofl ran low and Mry "Merkley,
culy had one quart 0 Ia.. all stme'!y
mer In order to conserve the sup-! ife

ply all the chores had to be done
beford alidset

Afany of the ploneers wors buck.
tkin sulls Oftentimes when & suit
of clothes commerrad to  wear
buckakin was used to rein.
force the worn nut parts and o
this manner sui*s were mmade to
weal many Yyears Ianger Mg
Aer waA unusually sxilled in
the of buckskin gloves ang
durirg her early married life made
many palrs for the settlers. Shoes
were worn by meny bul sorue tsad
buckskin mocrssing

*“AANY & deute we attended we
would pay our ticket in produce”
sald Mrs, Alstkiey, "Peta Peterson
used to play snd soms of the hap-
R plest tmes of cur Hres were spent
i in good wholesome dances™

The summer of ") was excep-
tlonally dry nd the following win.
ter more than 13 tnthex of show
fell The snow stayed on the
ground untll March, The Prarie
dogs were buried so deep with the
snow that they burrowed through
and would be seen sitting on
mounds of snow and dirt.

Thelr cattle, which had been
brought in from Uteh county, were
not used to ths rugged conditions
in the nhew countey and the severe
winter proved disastrous ta many
& head Inone place in the
Twists there were twenty-four care
c23ves piled up In one spet and un-
tl a few years ago the bomes wers
stil to be seen

When the 2oldlers were belng
noved from Ft Thornburg they
topped for & rest In front of the
rkley homestead and AMry
Merkley refreshed the entire cone
tingent with {rzah cool milk, manyl
of the soldiers Alling thelr cantsens
with the generous supply. I

“The first harvests were made|
with crude implemen o, sald Mrs
Merkiey Our crop of wheat was
cut with & seven inch c¢radle the
first year Later threshing outfits
were brought In”

Ashisy was the first town In the
valley and also the county sest
When the towni of Vernal was of-
ganizad thers was quite a Aght be.
tweeny Ashley ang Vernal for county
seat, but Vernal won out and the
changs wis pade ‘The old town of
Ashley wii negr the Orson Hall
farm In Maeser Al this plaes
there was store saloons, postolfice,

{Contioued fronl pagn ane)

1

I

8




GEORGL D AND P OTCRE
ANN MERLLEY

(Continued on page elght)

coutthouse and many other build-
fngs which since have been torn
down or moved

Afr Merkley was o counsclor in
the bishopric of Mill werd he also
served in the high council of Uln.
tah stake for many years For his
stock in the Ashley Co-operative
company he contracted the plast.
-erting work for thetr first office
I3{a served as county commission.
ler and was county treasurer until
|tha time he left for a two year
mission to Creat Britain in 1892
[When Mr Merkley lelt {or his mils-
sion, Mrs Merkley cartied on the
work in the treasurer’s office untll
the term expired Mr Mborklev ls
at present a director in the Uln.
tah State Bank and the Ashley
Co-op

The row of trees on the south
side of the road near the Merk'ey
and Hacking corner were planted in
1891 by Mr Merkley They wete
taken fromn the banks of Qreen riv.
er at Jensen, For the sum of 3§30
Ipald in w et Mr Aerkley pure
chased the land from the Bank of
vernal to the Penny store which he
turned over to his father When
they proved up on thelr homestead
they pald the f2ea In wheat which
they had cradled

2 Merkiey was stake recre.
tary of the Relief Scclety for 12

years,

Their children are George A, oOf
Mazger, Fleanor Allen, Jane Cole
tott, John Henty of Lapaint Pase
ley of Phoenix, Audrey Richens,
O.Jdve Bodily (deceared), Xoroen,
Uery Rizrabain (daceased),




Curry Merc. Company
Store at Ouray Changed
Hands on August 1st

The Curty Mercantlle Compans
store at the famous Indian Tvad
Ing post at Ouray was purchased
last week by Clifford A Broome
who took possession on August ist
The Curry Meicantile compauy|
was bstablis) ed forty-eight jears
ago or in 18385 by Oran Curry,
who cstublistied what was known
as 'The Kentucky Slore '

Latet his hiother the late Louls
W Curry nfterwards state Senator!
from this district took over the:
management of the establishment
In 1909 Mathew W Curiy knowbd
to all s ‘Mat” arrned jrom the
home of the Cutrys in Hariods-
burg Xentuchy and leter became
the principal owrer the name then
peing changed to the Cary Mer-
cantile Company

FoI jears the business was &
tlourishing one and two rival stores
sprang up, one hear the present
plant owned by Joames Mease and
one ecioss the river owned by L
H Woodard To perfect theh bus-
Iness the Currys bought oip bolh
these establishments ann  since
have been upnhampered by com-
petition

The new storte will be known 83
the © A& BRBicoms Stole M
Biovme bas been chief cleik in the
Curry establishment nost ¢’ the
time since 1009 Fils clerk will be
1. T Behnelt a former farm agent
of Ulntah-Oway Indian AZend)
at Foit Duchesne Mr Broome and
Mr Bennett aie both well known
thwroughout the Basin

The change 2lso involves Mr
and Mrs Albert Murray coloted
who have been tunning the Ouray
hotel @ part of the Cutry holdings
Mis Benneit will take over the
hotel Mrs Muitay has been In the
employ of the Cuntys for over 40
yeals fifteen of which was In thelr
Kentucky home Mr Murray Al
came to Utah in the exciting days
of Coppet in 910 as an alde to.
Colonel Gemge Tim one of the
owners ¢f the Utland Mining com-
panys coppel mming and reduvc-
ing plant at the now abandoned
Utlang postoifice some miles south
of Ouray

Mt Curry contemnplates going In
business at Vernal iu the neay
future

VE.
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Maeser Town
Approved by
Commission

Maeser Community Incor-
porated as a Towmn. John
L. McConkle Appointed!
President. New Town to'
Make Extensive Improve.
ments in Oommlgnity.

At tho meellng of the county
‘commissionels held on Satwday
ithe potition of the citizens of Mae-
‘eay for Lhe incorporation of a town,
‘way sanctioned John L McCon=
e w0y npponted president and
Wiliam 7 Vernon and Andrew J
Vernon trustees until an electlon
I3 held

one of the flrst major improve-
ments of & civic nature to take
place in the newly formed town,
%1l be the instatlatlion of a modem
wnlernorks system and the securs
ing of & better supply of water A
number of other needed improve.
ments witl ba undertaken later on
Constderable federsl funds will how
be avallable to Maeser which could
not have been secured befors in.
corporatiolt Maeser has the honor
of helng the second Incorporated
town in Ulntah county.

In order to combat cutworms and
other inmects that hate been make
Ing Inroacs on crops of the coun-
ty, ths commissloners authorized
County Clerk F L Noel to distri
bute to people of the counly ihe
grsenic powder oined by the coun.
ty, at the rate of two pounds per
garden

Dr Weldon K Dullock mado &
strong plea for 4 county hospital
and in & vivid manner told of con-
& tions existing In the county » hich
could be remedied by such @ coune
iy tnstitution 1le referied to the
aplendid arrangement made by the
govarnment to pay B3 per cent of
the cost of such an Institution. tHe
sald the plan for & hospltal would!
cost the county sbout $12000 The,
county would also be responsible
for the malnlenance of the the
hospital

superintendent L G Noble and
Clerk Driver E Smith of the Uine'
tah Bchool District presented the,
school budget for the cotming year:
The boarg decided that the same
ilevy as last jyear would remaln
149 Milly
"0 R Lund, counly ERA mana.
ger, Informed tha commlssioners &
'a meeting Juno 20 that those ofl
Ifelief in the county who shawed
& willingnesa to work and help
themnselyes will ba glven work by
‘tha relle] office but those who do
not woik will receive no govern=
‘ment help Te relleve unemploye
ment, Mr Lund suggested new pro.
|1em for road work at Randlett,
|Jensen and pavls To help earry
‘out the FEA wok & government
ltruck could be secured, the county

'manager

ipid Joan Inherit her beauty?’
| wyes, her father left her & drug
'ﬂmua..




736-07-(7

/

Maéser Town to
Get $20,000 P

WA Waterworks

The town of Maeser has secuf- ;

ed a PWA loan of $20,000 for the |
waterworks system, accerding fof,
a wire recelved from Senator Wm.|-
H, King by John L, McConkle,/,
president of the town bosrd, Mac-
ser town was recently incorporat-|
ed, Oither members of the board
are Willlam Vernon and Andrew
Yernon,

According tp Intormation, $11,000
is a loan and $3.000 a grant from
the PWA, The town will be pald
from revenue received from water!
rents within the townsite and s
payable through a long term otl
years.

The town board has been works-
ing on this project since last fall,
2 year ago, It was necessary for
the incorporation of Maeser tOwll«
to enable them to comply with the p
provisions of the PWA., h

It iz expected work will start ¢
in the near future or as sO0n DS
the legal matters can be complied],

withi. (

rally bab o . 9
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Ouray Cattleman
Buys Jensen Store

Harry AuMiller well known
Quray cattleman will go to Salt
Lake this week-end on a purchas-
ing trip prior to re-opening the

|E E Heaton store at Jensen pur-
~lchased this week by Mr AuMili

I ter

g
S

Mr AuMiller originally a na
tive of Rio Blanco County Colo-

lrado has been a resident of the

Uintah Basin for the past twen.
ty years His whitefaced range
catfle are now owned by Tom
f.ayton of Layion Utah He says
he will tintinue a line of '"‘gen-
eral merchandise ' at the Jensen
store The store was oOr Iy
owned and managed by the Iate
Ben P Kelly who sold his hold
ings there to Mr Heaton due to
failing health Mr Heatin was
faorced to close the store two
vears axo when his health also

falled

- — - iy iy
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ong e BaibEse
.fuhel‘ m:o be
held Sa}urday
vt 1ty
Funeral services will be
held Saturday at 1 p.m, In the
Myton Presbyterian Chureh for
Linnel Alfred Babcock, 76, who
dled Feh. 6 in n Granger mirs-
ing home of causes incident to
age.
He was born March 3, 1892
in_FEverett,..Wash, tn_‘a_.‘lnlmul".

; nnd.Hellle.Gnem Baheock..

Hle marrted Naomi Nrown
Nov. 21, 1921 in Myton. (e
was a former postmaster, a
member of Basln Lodge #20

a dairyman, a U, S, Army|

veteran of World War ! and a

member of the Mylnn American ; -

%ﬂ?dmghlers,
ti hllnler' Lowell, Midvale;

Mrs. Nlle (Rohln) Rasmussen,
Salt Lake; Mrs, James (Nina)
Armstrong, Honoluln, Hawail;
John David, Del Ray, Calll;
14 grandchilideen, three great-
grandehlldren,

Friends may call at the Ol-
pin Mortuary in Roosevelt Fri-
day evening and Saturday prior
to services,

nBurlal.will be in the M
ﬁ:eler H %{%’h‘%‘ 3 W
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FRIENDLY VISITORS ga;harad ol Goldan Age Center ore, left

1o tight, Kotla Horrocks, Phyllis Warby, Elvire Slaugh, Iva
Gray, Blalne Lea ond Charles Lewls, Second row, Donnell

Bchoés from the dust

Hildo Faulkner, Edlth Jenson and Norma Damaon,

History of Ashley Valley

Alfred Harvey
Westover

Alfred Harvey Westover was
born In Vermont, May 8, 1831,
Iiis father was Moses Westover
and mother, Mary Ann Qliver,
Htis mother died whon he was
flve years old and his grand-
parents raised him until he was
13 years old, when he stacted
west, The first stop was New
York City, From there he came
wesl to Chicago, -~

He went up on Lhe traln with
Custer to the Black Hills where
Custer wis killed. When he was
twenty-three {in 1874) he, with
Jiminle Rlneman, drove a herd

of cattle for the Government to -~

Ashley Valley. The cattle were
for- the Indian Agency, They
crossed Green River at the pld
Indian Ford, Escalante
Crossing.

THEY THEN went back for
mote callle and on June 10;
1874, he again returned to make
his permanent home seltling on
what was later the old Ira
Burton place.

lie met Miss Clair Josephine
Crouch from Salt Lake
territory., She hag. pome. out
here with;Mr. andMirs, Roberl
Snyder, 20? the 23rd day of
Sept., 1977, [n Salt Lake, he and
Miss Crouch were married.
They came back o Ashley
Fork, os it was then called, to
make their home,

On Sept, 15, 1878, a son, Allved
Clair, was borm, He was lhe
third while child barn In the
valley. His mother died a few

tays after his blrlh,

IN TUE WINTER of 1672, he
made a tlp to Reck Springs,
VWyo., with a carl made from
the back wheels of a wagon for
flour for the seitlers who were
out of food.

Alfred carrled mall over the
mountain between here and
Ttock Springs on snowshoes.
Far this service, he was pald 25
cents 2 letler. On one of these
trips, he was snowblinded, Mr,
Westover was one of the first
trustees of Unlon Ward, belng in

office when the school house
was bullt, He and Heber
Campbell, Billle Powell, Harry
Yarnell, Louis Kabell and Den
Heater built the old Spring
Creek dilch, also the While
Wash Camal, The Rock Point
was bullt Jater and these two
canals were put Into it.

He was one of the first
directors of the Rock Point.

On December 31, 1881, in
Ashley Fork, he was married lo
Jennie Elizabeth Allen. To this
union, slx children were born.
Alfred died March 4, 1922 In
Vernai.



A BIT OF HISTORY

Ir Comparison With the Hard
Wiater of 1879-80, the Present
Winter Renmunds 0ld Settlers,

The old settlers, the ploneers of the
Ashley Valley, have often compared
the present winter with the winter of
1879-80, famlarly known in local his-
tory ag the hard wintcr

True, this winter has already been a
hard one and many a farmer, prospect-
or and stock raser 18 waiting anxious-
ly for the advent of that enchanting sea-~
gon known as spring, Butthe prospects
ere that a number of days, and per-
haps, but we sincerly hope not, weeks
must elapse before the farmer will be
able to brighlen his rust eaten plow-

Q) ®hare in the fertile so1l, the prospector
\ will hie away to the high hills and the
;h cattle, now eating $10 hay, will be
Q driven o range or pasture

The snow thia winter hasbeen almost

as deep as 1t wag the ‘hard winter *’

%Q But this hes been a very mild tempered

Qu one whilse the other was extremly

. frigdd  Ten degrees below zero has
been the lowest temperature registur-
ed this winter and many a day has been
warm enough to melt the snow In
southern exposures Again, the people
now have comfortable hornes, feed for
stock and constant communication with
the rest of the world, whila such wan
not the case 1n 1879

The comparison of the two winters!:
has led us to nterview old settlersa
httle and grive 4 few of the leading |’
inaidents of that memorable period mn |’
the history of Uintah County. How- |:
ever, we realize that the sketch will
not be complete and we cannot hope to
make 1t free from errors, butit may
serve ag a nucleus to the history of the
early settlement of this valley.

The settlement of the Ashley valle
dates back to 1877. The first aettlers
located along Ashley creelt and thewr
holdings were more 1n the nature of
gtock ranches than farms During 1878
a8 number of mormon colomsts made
their advent into the valley and in the
spring of 1879 the Ashley Central canal
was commenced The mndividuals who
ﬂrsl‘. diverted the water and placed 1t

e Al acw lnmderema T sravvumine Tahemane




upon their Iand were Lycurgus Johnson,
A J, Johnstun and Dawvid Johnson.
The route of the canal constructed by
them wasg the present route from the
point of diversion to James Haclung's
corner, The time occupied 1n taking
out the water and plawng 1t ppon land
In Vernal was about three weeksa The
first tand irmgated i Venral was near
the site of the new Stake Tabernacle

During the season of 1879 a number
of new settlers arrived and raised crops
There were three deaths during the
summer of 1879 that wea will mention,
They were Mrs, J, 2l Black, wife of
Grandpa Black, Mra Clara Westover,
a sister of Mra Carchine A Stringham,
and Robert Bnyder He was struck by
Lghtrung and mstantly lilled Mrs
Dlack was the first person whose re-
matn3 were interredin the Vernsl cem-
etery

During September 1879 the Meeker
massacte accurred at Meeker, Colorado
At that time there was a reservation
in the western part of Colorado with
the Agency at Meeker All the male
employees ncluding Colonel Meeker,
the agent, were killed and the women
gnd children taken prisoners, Itiaan
open secret that a number of the Um-
tah Utes jomed thewr cousng nt Meek-
er and 8 genersl massacre of all the
whtte seltlers in this whole sestion of
country was planned by the Indians
But some of the old chrefs of the
Untehs, who were friendly with Uncle
Jerennah Hatch and the late I J.
Claak, among them Jacob Arapme
{Yanhs) and Tabby, rode over in the
mght and warned Hatch and Clark that
the settlera must gather together,
otherwise the friendly chiefs might be
unaeble to control their youngy men
Thie advice was acted upon by the
seltlers wathout delay. Over twenty
families collected here at Vernal, the
Dry Fork people fled toold Ashley.
In these two places most of the people
remamed until the excaitement subsid-
ed Many of the families remained
thera all winter There was alsoa
small group of families who spent the
winter on White river above Ouray,
This was before the Uncompabgre
reservation had been created.

Tha winter of 1878 9 had been a very
rmid one and early settlers of this val-
Jey believed that stock would winter
here easlly without hay or shelter,
put the winter of 1879-80 disabused
then nunds of this mustaken idea
The first snowstorm occurred Novem-
ber 2, 1878 and before January there
was over eighteon inches of snow on
the ground The weather wag 8o cold
that the epiritucus liquors dispensed by
Mr Bently, our only liquor vender,
gometimes froze sohd envugh to burst
thebottles Forneairly three months the
sun had hitle or no effect on the south
gide of the houses  All commumecation

with the outside world was cut off for
about twa months, thero was no mail

MY AT AR E S0 0N e

Led




carnied aither in or out of the valley.
When the mail esrrier managed to
snowshoa it over the range to Green
Iuver clty and brought the long deluy-
ed newspapers the people wers smus-
ad at the information that early in the
winter they had =ll been mnasacred.
Another condition was scarcily of
provisions, Money there wan, but 1t

.1 would not buy thae staff oflife for thara

was none here to be purchased,
However, there was the grawn raised
in the valley the proceeding summar,
but no roller flourmng mll, At ths
junctura Bill Reynolds, our present
miller at the Reynolda & Fletcher
mill, conceived the idea of bullding a
mill with materials availble Among
the settlers was a stone cutter, by
name of Moronl Teylor. Under Reyn-
olds direction he cut out & pair of burra
from two large hard boulders The
carpenters built the frame work and a
mill capabla of reducing the wheat
into menl was completed and attached
to a horse power., For & tune horses
formed the motive power but toward
apring, when most of the horses had
passed to the great beyond, men and
boya were substituted as the propel-
hng forea, .

This mull ground every thing that was
placed in the hopper and as the wheat
that seagson wes very smutty the pro-
duct was & meal aablack as the prover-
bial 5ce of spades. Upon this unpalat-

alike submsted for about four months
It was not uncommon for people to
inviteSeach other to Sundzy dinners
and m every inatanco the hill of
fare conmisted of one article—black
bread Thete was one remarkable
ferture of the whole commumity being
redaced to & common level, viz: there
was no class distinction, or jcalousy
over each other’s wealth The people
 were united and happy 1n fact at
that time they were very thankful to
be numbered among, the living,

One of the great musfortunea of the
gettlers that winter was the heavy loss-
es of cattleand horses A few killed
part of their ¢cattle in the early part of
tha winter, It was a common saying.
“Wa will kull our amimals to save their
lives '* When spring arnved the re-
ports of settlers who were searching
the ranga for stock were sumply appal-
lhng  Out of forty or fifty head it was
not unusuzl for a mon to come out with
one or two ammals A number of the
gettlers had only one horse left in the
spring  So the next crop was planted
under the most difficult circumatances
imagimable Anumber of expeditions
were made that winter after deer and
antslope, which were very plentiful
here at that time DBut befors md-
winter these ammals were so poor as
to be valueless for food Eatlyn the
gpnng or about the first of Apnl a
large company of settlers left the
valley wvia the Strawberry Valley
route They were unable to get to
Heber City until the latter part of
May. I.J. Clark, who went with that
company to Heber City to secure pro-

visions, did not return until July 4th.

able, coarse, black bread, rich and poor
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company to Heber City to Becure pro«
visions, did not return until July 4th,
1830 He was detained by the snow in
the mountains and on the return
journey by the high water in the Du-
chesne river, The flrst provisions to
reach the valley were brought from
Green River City, Wyo , 160 miles dis-
tant, and were delivered here some
timeJn May. Before the teams arriv-
ed, however, every morsel of food of
the people here wn Vernal had been
consumed So the return of the party
who went after supplies was the most
welcome event of the year All the
people were out to participate in the
general welcome

The health of the people was good
during the winter. The only deaths,
we are aware of, was two of C. C,
Bartlett’s children, one of them, a boy,
died from brain fever, and a girl who
died from diphtheria Their coffinsg
were made from the rough boards of a
wagon box, as 1t was the only lumber
obtamnable ‘These two children were
the second and third persons whose re»
mains repose 1n the Vernal cemetery,
On July 4, 1880, nearly all the children
of a gentleman by neme of Ilenderson,
were stezed with an attack of diph-
thena and efght out eleven children
guccumbed to the dread disease within
two months.

The advent of spring was very late
that season and the farmers were un-
able to begin operations until the first
week in Apnl, It1s perhaps well to
note in passing that during the winter
the initial steps looking to the organiz-
ation of a new county were taken and
early In, the spring of 1880 Uintah
county was organized.

The settlers who remalned in the
valley preduced abundant crops during
the senson of 1880 and that summer the
old grist mill owned by the Reynolds
farmly was erected. Since those daya
the progress of the county though not
phenominal has been healthy and con-
tinuous We are unable to give =a
ccmplete hat of families who were n
the county that winter, but so far as

| we know at present they wers sy
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follows:
AT DRY FORK.

Men with families, Thomus Bing-
ham, Sr., David Bingham, Jr, Wilkam
H. Perry, Chell Hall, Leo Hall, Charles
Nye, Orsen Nye, Iowa Hall and Fletcher
Hammond

ASHLLY AND VICINITY!

Pardon Dodds, Lycurgus Johnson,
Alfred Johnson, Williara taibson, James
Gibson, G. W. Vangundy Philip String-
ham, Al Westover, 8 D Colton, Id
Colton, John Falrchild, Wm Powell,
Louia Kabell, Roch Gill, Mr. Hawkins,
Alma Taylor, T. Taylor, Wilham Britt,
John Bentley, Richard Veltman, Bill
Hayden, Samuel Miller, Mrs Whni,
Preece and family, S P. Dillman &nd
Mr, Thorne

VLRNAL,

I. J, Clark, Jeremah Hatch, A, A,
Hateh, James  Hacking, Nelson
Merkley, J. H, Black, A. J. Johnstun,
David Johnson, Thomas Karren, Brad«

ford Bird, Peter Peterson, Jesse Clark,
John Clark, DIphmam Perks, Levi
Dougherty, Wilham Ashton, George
Freestone, W. 1I, Gagon, Lafayett
Harns, Lamont Taylor, Marom Taylor,
Mr. ¥Yenderson, C. C. Bartlett, James
B. Henry, John Harper, David P,
Woodruff, Wilham Reynolds, Martin
Oaks, Heber Timothy,
AT WHITE RIVER

Samuel Campbell, Joseph Campbell,
Heber Compbell, Jerome Merrill,
Porter Merrill and Rodney B Reming,
ton,
AT MOUTH OF BRURH CREEK ON GRBEN

RIVER

Judge Isaac Burton and famly,
Charles Smith, Jacob Burns, Lars
Jensen and Jack Stevens

cdls ¢




ten by himself he snid: "1 was appointed agenl un-
der 520,000 bond under President Andrew Juckson.”

The journal reads that Le reached \Vhiterocks
on Cliristmas Day. 1868, where the Uinlah agency
was eslablished, (\Vhilc-rm_ks is the oldest settle-
ment in Ulintah Counly. nol counling, of course, 1the
old trading posis, ,Crilclﬂow succeeded Dodds as
agent in 1872, Then Pardon Dodds came back as
agent as a stockman 1o Ashley Valley in 1873 on
February 1L With him was Morris Evans and
Dick Hullaker. '|-|wy erected the first house ever
huilt by white wen in 1873, All of 1the work lrom
timber to dirt roof was done by them; ihe windows
were brought from Salt Lake. The main part of
the building was [irst built 10 alford them shelter
and as lime pcrlnillvd. the lean-lo was soon added.
The house served as a home Tor the Dodds fiunih'
from 1873 10 1897 when a large frame house was
erecled.

Mr. Dodds went with Major Powell on one of
his trips down the Colorado alter he retired from
governmenl service, He was nppoinlc-d l)y an act
of legislature, a Selectman in and for Ulintaly coun
ty. Utah. He was appeinted by CGovernor Eli H.
Murray in 1880. [n 1883, January 18. he was ap-
poilllcd proseculing attorney for Uintah County. by
Ciavernore Murray.

John Blankenship joined the Dodds party and
during their journey they fell in with Professor
Marsh and a group of students [rom Yale Univer-
sily, whe gave the name of Marsh Peak 1o the prom-
inenl mounlain lop usu.n“)' called "Baldy.” Caplain
Dodds died Sept. 4. 1921 at the age of 81 yvears.

Allred Harvey Westover and Jimmic Rineman
v Ill'l’l' l(lf.!l'l]ll'f Jll"l‘ "). lBTr}. .ll)lll'l Kl'lll'y Wils
the Tirst man 1o build a house this side of the creck
where the Ira Burton |)|.'u_'u is. This was the second
house huilt and Jimmie Rineman built the third.

SNYDLER FAMILY

Robert Snyder arrived in the Ashley Valley on
the 161h of November, 1870, Mr and Mrs, Raobert
Sn_\'d:'r. daughter (i, who was one year old. and
an il |))' the nime of Clara Cronch who came 1o
work Tor Mrs. Sn)‘llt'r. She later married Al YWest-

over. She and Miss Crouch were the Tirst white

THE SNYDER FAMILY
First child born in the valley.

Ten

women lo come o the \-'a“ey to make a home and
hlaze a trail for all who are now living here, enjoy-
ing comlortable homes and .-.urmuudings.

M. Sal)dcr came to the Basin wilh cattle about
iyear helore he moved his family in. They seltled
on r\sllley Creek on the place where David Timo-
l|ly lived. The snow of winter came and shed its
white blvssinus over  lhe \'il[[t'_\' and mounlains.
Major Critchlow and wife of \Whiterocks came 1o
visil the Snyders thal winter. She was the only
white lady they saw all winter.

Spring came with its long. sunslliny du)'s and
on May 11. 1878, a bhaby boy brightened the litthe
log cabin of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Snyder. This was
the Tirst white child born here and was named Roh

erl Ashley Sayder.

On the 16th of June, 1878. Roberl Snyder was
killed hy |ig||lning in his doorynrtl. leaving Mrs.
Snyder with twe children te pioneer the wilderness.
March 22, 1881, at the age of theee, little Robert
died. In the fall of 1881, Mrs. Snyder married Wil-
liam Preece and remained here to make her home.
Being pul)lic-spiril(-d. they did much for our valley
and are outstanding characters of our ecarly history.

EARLY PIONEER FAMILIES

During the coming summer aulumn ol 1870
and 1877, a number of persons moved in, among
them were: Mr. and Mrs. William Gibson, Mr. and
NMirs. John Fairchild, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hardy.
Mr. and Mrs. Alma Taylor. William Powell, Lewis
Kabell, Al Westover, 5. P, Dillman, Jimmy Aiver
man, Perry Decker, Pal Lynch, Robert Blakenship.
Mr. Mason, Me. Downing, William Britt and Fin
Britt., and James Gibson.

Ooce a week carriers, riding horseback or wear-
ing snowshoes, hrought 1he mail in Trom Green Rive
er City, VWyoming. The Gibsons and Dodds had
stores on theie ranches; later Gibsons moved their
store 1o old Ashley Town. Lycurgus Johnson also
Lisel @ store there, Chureh was lield in the homes
ol the |n-u||||-. The first Sunday School was orga-
wized on Washinglons Birthday. Fel, 22, 1880,
with Adfred Johnson as sum'rinln-m[u-nl. Laler, w log
sthoolhouse was built from donalions |1y the Laller-
dav Saints: il slood just south of the old David Tim-
by Tarm.  William Brin taught school in an ald
st hoolhouse on Gibson's Tarm in 1878. Other ae-
counts acclaim Me Beitt the Tirst teacher. Meo 501,
Dillman said: ~1 moved 1o Ashley Valley in Sep-
tember, 1877, T the fadl of 78 wie built o log school-
Louse near the center of whal is known as e Nuth-
an C. Davis farm, o little east of Josepl Hardy's.
Fhat winter William Briti hecame Ashley Valley's
first schoolteacher and Imu_'ll! a three-months’ term
U[ 5("100'.“
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In 1879, while the Indian excifement was oun,
the Indians advised 1he |u-up|v te move logether.
Those who moved their cabins 1o Old Ashley Town
were: W, C. Britt and wife. Alfred Johnson. Dick
Hulluker and wile, Jaseph Hardy and Tamily, Ly
curgus Johnson and wife, Charles Bentley and wile,
Allen Davis and wife. (8. 1. Colion came with his
family but did not move inta town). Vern Gundy
and daughter Cora, and Minnie Jasperson. The
single men were: S0 DL Dillman., Finn: Briu, John
Steinoker. John Blankenship. Pan Brueil. Pat Car-
rell. JTames Rineman, Louis Cabell, Alfred Westov-
o, Mr Flall, James Barker. Francis Hiat, and John
Kelley.

It seems evident that the first seltlement cen-
tered near the Pardon Daodds ranch and is known
as Old Ashley Town, which is some hwo or three
miles northwest of the present Vernal City.  Anoth-
er seltlement on Green River near the present town
of Jensen. and a neighborbood community in the
Dr}' Fork, all scemed 1o evolve hefore the lown ol
Vernal emerped.  However, in 1879 and 1880, there
were several Tamilies on the site where Vernal after-
wards was located. To Old Aslllcy Town we lurn
our allention where we get a mental piclure ol the
lirst |)|.-|u-:a of husiness,

The business places in ‘79 were: the Britt store
and |mslo"in- with an altic room where the Lourd-
ers slepl; Gibson's store, and Bentley's saloon. Hul-
fukers also had rooms upstairs for extra caltlemen
thal came lo town, wmong whom were: AL C. Flatch
(Judge). Will Willis, Charles Jasperson, George
Baser. Andy Stroag. Juck Edwards, Grilf Edwiards,
Charles Hill and a hrother [Jave, Dan l\lnsby. Flel-
cher Hammond. Charley Grouse from Brown’s Park,
ete. In 1882 Brown and luxen starled u saloon.
“Curg” Johnson also started a store.

THE BINGHAM PARTY

In 1877 another company came Lo .\sln[n-_\' Nl
||~_\' under the direetion of | homas “illl,!llcllll. S e
liad been o member of the Mormon Batlalion and
at this time was living in Weber County.  In the
summer of 1877 he with his son and some olliers
came lo look over the Valley.  Hee returned 1o his
liome in Huntsville in Weher County and made a
reporl ol his [ilulinus to President John .|'.|}|nr.
From him Elder Bingham received permission 1o
organize a sall company and aid in the settlement
of Ashley \'riI"l'}'. They lelt in November, 1877,
and coming  over the Ulintiahs via lovanston and
Brown's Park. arrived in the lower end of Ashley
\"u"vy on the Green River in December, 1877

The prarly consisted of Thomas ”inullum and
wile, David L Bingham and family, Fnoch Burns

and son. Frederick G. Williams and family, Alma
Taylor and twe children, Joshua Chell Hall and
wile, Lola and child, Orsen Hall. Charles Allan,
Charles A. Nye. Ben Lolgren, Neils Lofgren,
Charles Jensen and John Nelson and family Al
Evanston these were joined by a party who came

along with the Bingham party. They were Allen
Beceus. George Carry. Richard Vellman and Bill
Bunnell. Aflter contacting the people who had pre-
ceded him, he took o (:omplclc census of the whole
population and sent it to President John Taylor at

Salt Lake City.

Al a mevling held on Green River in Junuary,
1878. Thomas Bingham, Sr., was choscn by those
present to pn-side over them. Thus he became the
lies |m-siding elder in Uintah Basin.

Peserct News, May 25, 1878:

There are about 100 inhabitants in this pre-
cinct . . . The reads that lead to this place, whether
|)y Fort Bridgcr or Heber, are very mugln and twen-
ly hundred is a heavy load for four animals . . .
Tliere are as yel no mills in the country . . . We
Lave applied for a postolfice and mail roule lo this
place and expect it will be established this summer,”

In the eardy cvil and ccclesiastic ulfairs the
Binghams plaved an important role. Thomas Bing-
ham (-vculuully moved lo Dry Fork, an account of
which appears later.

Mr. and Mrs. William Gibson landed here
from Kamas on the first day of Neovember, 1877,
They located on the place where they now [ivee,
They brought 35 head of cattle and enough provi-
sions lo do them for o year or more, The winter
was very mild and tlwy lived in a house withoul
doors or windows.  While Mr. Gibson was away
aller 5II|)pli('5 lwo vears later, the ladian troubles
I)vu.m over the line in Colorado.

Mrs. Gibson, In-im_‘ alraid, went 10 Old Ashley
Town where the rest ol the seithers had l.{illll('l'l'tl.
When Mr, Gihson returned he moved their sawed
|uu howse whicl I’u-_\ bad buill on their ranch dur-
ing the summer (sawing the |ou5 with a \\|1ip sitw)
to Old A\sh'c-y Town. where I|u-_\ lived lor a vear,
then seturned 1o their rnch. ']'lu-_\ sold their house
in Ashley Town 1o the counly for a courl house. 1t
was used Tor this purpose Tour or live years. The
counly then moved it 1o Hateh Town, which is now
Vernad, where it was used Tor many vesrs as o coun-
v building,  Being remuodeled. it s sl w neat look-
ing huilding and stands on the corer just cast ol
the Uintah Railwiy Olfice.

“ln 1878 the Tirst Fourth of July  celebration
was held.  There were only Tive women preseat:
Mrs, William Gibson, Mrs. Robert Sayder, Mrs.
Chell Hall, Mrs. George AV, Hislop, and Mes. Al
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3. On Seut. 23, 1836. a nostoffice was established
and calied Vernal, -

4, T.0, litchell vas the first Postmaster,

5. In February, 1387. Ashley Cooperative Store was
opencd, It is well to call attention to the
fact +hat there were several stores, a postoffice,
etc., in 0ld Ashley Town several years before
there were any in the New Ashley Townsite.

Tiie business nlaces of 0ld Ashley towm in 1879 were:
the Britt Store and vnostoffice with an attic room where the
boarders slept; Gibson's Store, and Bentley's Saloon.,

IIvlffaliers also had rooms upstairs for extra cattle-
men that came to town, among whom were: A,C. Hatch
(Judge), Will VWillis, Charles Jasperson, George
Daser, Andy Strong, Jack Edwards, Grill Edwaids,
Charles Ilill, and a brother Dave, Dan Mosby, Eletcher
Hanmond, Charley Crouse from Brown's Park, etc,

In 1832 Vrown and Luxen started a saloon, "Curg"
Jolmson also started a store, D

Later there was a blackasmith shop, an abstract or land
office, and a school house,

The first school was on the Gibson ranch, and the
term was for three months. (See Appendix 2) Church
was held in some of the homes until the school was
constiructed, after which it was used for church
purnoses. (Sce Appendix 2) There was also a trading
nost at thie Dodds ranch.!

Veranl had several nanmes before the present name of
ﬁbrnal, such as, the "Dench", because of its location away
fron the creel: and no trees were there, The first people
bDelicved Lo Live iu Vernal was the llateh family, and for a

e Vernal vas known as Jesticho, then Hatchtown, then Ashley
B
o

Llonter watil this conflicted with 0ld Ashley Town.17
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RECOLLECTIONS.

Teysanal Reminiscences of an Old Bot-
» tler of Ashloy Valley.

An Interesting and Relirble Deserip-
tion of Our Valley in 1877.—
Cut it Out and Paste it in
Your Scrap-book.

Thinking a short history, or a plain
unvarnished tale of facts in roference
to the settlement of Ashloy Valley
and adjacent country might be inter-
esting to some of your' roadma, T will
introduce tha snbject. by saying:

When 1, in company with S. P.
Dillman and my brother first sow
what is now this beautiful and fortile
valley I thought we had arrived at
the jumping off place, or, in plainer
language, I thought it the most deso-
late, God-forsaken dosert land that
the eye of mortsl man e'er saw. It
was such an ovening in Septomber
1877 as is soldom soen outside of the
valleys of the Garden Territory of the
Groat West, that, coming from the
west through what was thon ca.led
“the Gap” in the northwestern part
of Ashloy Valley. OQur eyes rested
with disappointment on the Mecca of
our hopes, and although we did not
prostrate oursclves in prayer as the
pilgrims to Mecca do yet to a certain
extent it was a relief to our feclings
and full of hopes that we might be
agreosbly disappointed after after a
more thorough examination of tke val-
ley and surroundings, we proceeded
across what was then a desort of sage
brush, greasewood and shadscale to
tho stroam called Ashley, where wo
encamped for tho night.
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The next morning we proceded to
explore the valley. The first place
wo visited was the ranch of Pardon
Dodds, the first actual sotiler in the
valley. Here we found Mr, Dodds
and Goorge Basor who gave us some
information in regard to the country,
its advantages and resources, and this
was a strong factor in causing us to
remain in the valley, at least for the
winter which we finally concluded to
do. Here our struggles and hard-
ghips begun., We took up some
claims and commenced preparations
to imaprove them. It soon cama on
winter and we worked on the mount-
ain until spring getting out house
logs and building material for use as
soon a6 the weather grew warm, The
winter was vely sovere, intensely cold
but very little snow in the valley. We
had no intercourse with the outside!
world, no mail service and the only
way we over heard from friends out-
side of the valley was by hunters,
trappers or stockmen who made ocea-
sional trips to Green River City Wyo-
ming and brought our mail in with
them.

I romember among the old timers
John Fairchild, T. Taylor, Robt. Sny-
der, James Rinaman, Ben. Doke, Jno.
Blankenship, Wm. Gibson, P. Dodds,
Geo. Basor, Charles Bentley, S. P.
Dillman, Charley Jones, Fin Dritt,
John Steinaker and several others.
This was the small nucleus around




which the futuro sottlers of the valloy
concontrated, On looking back I can
still soe tho log cabins of tho first sot-
tlors and recall the good and hard
times wo havo had togothor. Some
of tho persons above nomed have gono
acro~s tho great divide to oxploro the
unknown land. The majority are
still rosidonts of the valley with no
thought, as far as I know, than laying
down to thoir eternal sleep in the now
beautiful and transfoimed placo
which on first sight seomed so uttorly
dosolate. Truly time works wonders,
When I look around me I sec now a
population of over three thousand
people, I sco thrifty orchards, groves
snd ficlds of waving golden grain.
Land which then could be lad for the
taking is today worth from §20 to 560
per acro. Flouring mills furnish us
our broadstuils, throshing machines
and self bindors add their busy huin
and click to vary the monotony.
Churchies and schools have sprung up
as if by magic. Railroads and tele-
graph lines are talkoed of, and Vernal,
destined in the near future to bo the
county seat of Uintah County, is fust
putting on metropolitan airs,

Upon awakening from a refrospect-
ive droain one can imagine that tho
whole valley has been touched by tho
wand of an enchanter and that he is
indeed in Fairy-land- It is bhard to
roalizo that so mony changes could
havo taken place in so short & time,

Now a few words in conclusion.
Uintah County will scon take a fiont
place in the ranhs of Utah's counties.
It is undeniably rich in many miner-
als. Thoro are also immenso beds of
coal, gypsum, gilsonite and otha: val-
uable deposits that will, when capital
is cnlisted in their devolopment, add
materially to its weight and general
™ nanarite. *
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Weo have an sbundance of timber
for improvements, good soil, good cli-
mate and one of the most healthful
counties in Utah; the country is grad-
ually settling up with good citizens
and the growth is steady and perma-
nant, The social status of Uintah
County will compare favorably with
any place in tho West, The majority
of the people are poor but honest and
aro laboring hard to make themselves
homes. There is still some vacant
land that can be utilized for farming
and water is abundant. By building
roservoirs and boring artesian wells
(which has been much telken of of
late) an ample supply for all the agri-
cultural land in the valley can be had

at a compartively small cost.

In this paper I hove tiied to illus-
trato the difference 15 years hasmade
in the visual aspect of the valley. In
my next I will try to show a corre-
sponding if not more radical change
in the mental or educational condition
of the pioneers and their families.

*
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Ouray Cattleman
Buys Jensen Store

Harry AuMiller well known
Quray cattleman wiil go to Salt
IL.ake this week-end on a purchas-
ing trip prior to re-opening the

{E E Heaton store at Jensen pur-
~lchased this week by Mr AuMili

T ter

¥
.

Mr AuMiller nriginaily a na
tive of Rio Blanco County Colo-

lrado has been a resident of the

Uintah Basin for the past twen.
ty years His whitefaced range
cattle are now owned by Tom
Layton of Layion Utah He says
he will cuntinue a line of "‘gen-
eral merchandise ' at the Jensen
store The store was of 1ty
owned and managed by the late
Ben P Kelly who sold his hold
ings there to Mr Heaton due to
failhing health Mr Heatin was
forced to close the store two
vears ago when his health also

falled
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ten by himself he said: I was appointed agent un-
der $20,000 bond under President Andrew Jackson.™

The journal reads that he reached \Vhiterocks
on Cliristmas Day. 1868, where the Uinlaly agency
was established.  (Whiterocks is the oldest setthe-
ment in Uintah Counly, nol counting. ol course, the
old lruding posls, 'Crilclﬂow succeeded Dodds as
agent in 1872, Then Pardon Dodds came back as
agent as a stockman o Ashley Valley in 1873 on
February 14 \Vith him was Morris Evans and
Dick Hullaker. ley erecled the first house ever
huilt by white men in 1873, All of the work from
timber 1o dirt rool was done by them: he windows
were l)roughl Trom Salt Lake, The main part ol
the l)ui|ding was first buill to alford them shelter
and as lime pcrmillud. the lean-io was soon added.
The house served as a home for the Dodds Tamily
from 1873 1o 1897 when a large frame house was
erecled.

Mr. Dodds went wilh Major Powell on one of
his trips down the Colorado after he relired from
governmenl service. He was nppoinlvd by an act
of legislature. a Selectman in and for Ulintah coun-
ty. Ulah. He was appointed by Governor Eli H
Murray in 1880, In 1883, January 18, he was ap-
pointed prosecuting allorney for Uintah County. by
Governor Murray.

Jolin “|an|u-n~'l|i|) joined the Dodds party and
during their journey they fell in with Professor
Marsh and a group of students Trom Yale Univer-
sity, who gave the name of Marsh *eak to the prom-
inent moundain lop usually called “Baldy.,” Captain
|)m|d_-i dieed Sl'pl. 401921 the g ol 81 Vears.

Alfred Hnr\-l'y Woeslover and Jimmic Rineman
came here together June 1), 1876, John Kelley was
the Tiest man 1o build a house this side of the creek
where the Ira Burton place is. This was the second
house built and Jimmice Rineman huilt the third.

SNYDER FAMILY

Robert Snyder arrived in the Ashley Valley on
the 161th of November, 1870, M. and Mrs, Robent
Shyder. daughter Idi. who was one year old. and
a wirl by the name of Clara Crouch whu came 1o
work Tor Mrs. Snyder. She fater married AL \West-

over.  She and Miss Crouch were the Tirst white

THE SNYDER FAMILY
First child born in the valley.

Tl?ﬂ

women lo come lo Lhe \-n”ey lo make a home and
hlaze a trail Tor all who are now living here, enjoy-
ing comlortable homes and surroundings,

Mlr. Suyder came to the Basin with caltle about
a year hefore he moved his family in, They sellled
on r\s’lley Creck on the place where David Timo-

llly lived. The snow of winter came and shed ils
white blessings over the valley and mounlains,
Major Critchlow and wile of Whiterocks come o
visil the Snydt'rs that winter.  She was the unly
white lady they saw all winter.

Spriug came with its |ung. hullf«llin}' dnys and
on May I1. 1878, o baby boy brightened the little
log cabin of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Snyder. This was
the Tirst white child born here and was named Rob-

erl Ashley Sayder.

On the 16th of June, 1878, Robert Snyder was
Lilled [)y |ig|llning in s doorynr([. feaving Mrs.
Snyder with two children 1o pioneer the wilderness.
March 22, 1881, at the age of three. litle Robert
died. In the Tall of 1881, Mrs. Snyder married Wil-
liam Preece and remained here to make her home.
Being puHic-spirilcd. they did much for our valley
and are oulstanding characters of our carly history.

EARLY PIONEER FAMILIES

During the coming summer aulumn of 870
and 1877. a number of persons moved in. among
them were: Mr. and Mrs. William Gihson, Mr. and
Mrs. John Fairchild, Me. and Mes. Joseph Hardy.
Mr. and Mrs. Alma Taylor. William Powell, Lewis
Kahell. Al Westover, 5. P, Dillman, Jimmy Aiver-
man. Peery Decker, Pat Lynch, Robert Blakenship.
Mr. Mason, Mr. Downing, William Brint and IFin
Britt, and James Gibson.

Onee o week carriers, riding horsehack or wear-
ing snowshoes, hrought the mail in Trom Green Rin
or Cil)'. Wyuming. The Gibsons and Dadds hal
stores on their ranches: later Gibsons moved their
store 1o old Ashley Town. Lycurgus Johnson alse
had a store there, Church was held in the homes
ol the |n-0|1|v. The First Sunduy School was orga-
nized on Washington's Birlhday, Fel, 22, 1880,
with Alfred Jolinson as superintendent. Later, o log
sthaolhouse was huill Trom donations I)y the Latier
iy Saints;: it stood just south of the old David Tim
ul||_\' farm. William Brin inui..lhl sthool in an old
schoolhouse on Gibson's furm in 1878, ther ae-
counts acclaim Mr. Britt the Tiest teacher, M S, 1P
Dillman said: 1 moved 1o Ashley Valley in Sep-
tember, 1877, In the Tall of 78 we built o log school-
Lrouse near the center of whal is known as the Naih-
an C. Davis farm., o linle cast of Joseph Hardy's.
That winter William Britt hecame Ashley Valley's
lirsl schoolteacher and Imu,llnl a hree-months’ term
of school.”
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In 1879, while the Indian excilement was on.
the lodians advised the [)l‘l)llll' lo move logvl'wr,
Those who moved their cahins lo Old Ashlvy Town
were: AW C. Britt and wife. Alfred Johnson, Dick
HulTaker and wife, Joseph Hardy and Tamily, Ly-
curgus Johnson and wite, Charles Bentley and wile,
Allen Davis and wile. (5. 1. Colton came with his
family but did not meve into lown), Vern Gundy
and  daughter Cora, and Minnie Jasperson. The
single men were: 5. 1. Dillman, Finn Britt, Jolin
Steinaker. John Blankenship, Dun Brucil, Pal Car-
rell, James Rineman, |.ouis Cabell, Alfred VWestav-
er. Mr. Hall. James Burker. Franeis Fliatt, and John

Kelley.

It seems evident thal the first settlement cen-
tered near the Pardon Dodds ranch and is known
as Old Ashley Town, which is some two or three
miles northwest of the present \ermal City. Anoth-
er seltlement on Green River near the present lown
of Jensen, and a m-iuhburlmod community in the
Dry Fork, all seemed 1o evolve helore the town of
Vernal emerged.  However, in 1879 and 1880, there
were several Tamilies on the site where Vernal alter-
wirds was located. To Old Ashley Town we turn
our afltention where we pget a mental piclure of the
first places of husiness.

The business places in 79 were: Lhe Dritt store
and puslo"in- with an allic room where the board-
ors slepl: Gibson's stere, and Bentley's saloon. Huf-
Tukers also had rooms upstairs for extra caltlemen
thal came 1o lown, mnong whom were: A, C. Halch
(Judge). Will Willis, Charles Jusperson, George
Baser. Andy Strong. Jack Edwards, Grill Edwiards,
Chawles Hill and a brother Dave, Dan l.\’losby. Flet-
cher Hammond, Charley Grouse from Brown's Park.
ete. In 1882 Brown and Luxen started o saloon.

“Curg” Johnson also slarled a store.

THE BINGHAM PARTY

In 1877 another compuny came lo Ashley \al
ley undder the direction of Thomas Bingliun, Sr. {le
had been o member of the Mormon Battilion and
al this time was living in Weber County. In the
summer of 1877 he with his son and some others
came 1o look over the Vallev. [He returned 1o his
home in Hantsville in \Weber County and made o
repurt ol his findings 10 Peesiddent fohin Taylor.
From him Elder Bingham received  permission 1o

organize a smadl cOmpitny and wid in the settlement
of Ashley Valley.  They Ieft in November, 1877
and ctoming  over the Ulintahs via Evanston and
Brown's [Park. arrived in the lower end of .\~||||-)

Valley on the Green River in December, 1877,

The parly consisted of Thoemas liinuluun and
wi[v, [avid H. “illl.!llillll andl fmni[y. Enoch Burns

and son, Frederick G. Williams and lamily, Alma
Tnylor and two children, Joshua Chell Hall and
wife, Lola and child, Orson Hall, Charles Allan,
Charles A. Nye. Ben Lolgren, Neils Lolgren,
Charles Jensen and Johin Nelson and [umily Al

Evanston these were ioinec[ by a party who came

along with the Binglmm parly. They were Allen
Beceus, George Carry, Richard Veltman and Bill
Bunnell.  After contacting the people who had pre-
ceded him, he ook a (rumplcte census of the whole
|:opu|aliun and senl 1t to President John Taylor at

Salt Lake Cily.

At a mecting held on Green River in Junuary,
1878, Thomus Bingham, Sr., was chosen by those
present 1o preside over them. Thus he became the
first presiding clder in Uintah Basin.

Deseret News, May 25, 1878:

There are about 100 inhabitants in this pre-
cinel . . . The roads that lead to this pluce. whether
by Fort Bridger or Heber, are very rough and lwen-
ty hundred is a heavy load lor lour animals . . .
There are as yet no mills in the couniry . . . We
have applied for a postoffice and mail route 1o this
plm'e and expect it will be established this summer.”

In the eardy civil and ecclesiastic alfairs the
Binghams played an impertant role. Thomus Bing-
ham eventually moved to Dry Fork, an account o
which appears later.

Mr. and Mrs. William Gibson landed here
from Kamas on the [irst duy of November, 1877,
They located on the place where they now livee.
T|wy |Jroug||t 35 head of cattle and vnuuuh provi-
sions 1o do them for n year or more, The winter
was very mild and l|u-y lived in a house withoul
doors or windows. While Mr. Gibson was away
aller supplics twe vears later, the Indian troubles
hegan over the line in Colorado.

Mrs. Gibson. being alraid. went 10 Old Ashley
Town where the rest of the seltlers had uz:l[u*n-(l.
MWhen Mr, Gibson returned be moved their sawed
log house which I|u-§- had built on their ranch dur-
ing the summer {sawing the lops with a \\'[lip siw)
to Ofd Ashley Town., where they lived for o year,
then returned 1o theie ranch. -|'|u-_\' sold their house
in Ashley Town 1o the county lor o court house. It
was used Tor this PUrpOSe four or live years. The
counly then moved it 1o Halch Town, which is now
Vernal, where it was used for ANy YCars as i Coun
Iy building. Being remodeled, it is still o neat Took-
ing |)ui|(|inu and stands en the comer sl sl of

the Uintah Railway Office,

“In 1878 the fiest Fourth of Jul_\' cehebration
was held. There were only five swomen present:
Mrs. William Gibson. Mrs. Robert Sovder, Mrs,
Chell Hall, Mrs. George M. Hislop, and NMrs, AL
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1, On Sevwt. 23, 1836. a postoffice was established
and called Vernal, -

L, 7,11, liitchell was the first Postmaster,

5, In February, 1387. Ashley Cooperative Store was
opened, It is well to call attention to the
fact that there were several stores, a postoffice,
ctc., in 01d Ashley Tovm several years before
there were any in the New Ashley Townsite,

Tiie businoss nlaces of 01ld Ashley towm in 1879 were:
the Britt Store and nostoffice with an attic room where the
boarders slent; Gibson's Store, and Bentley's Saloon,

HrLfalkers also had rooms upstairs for extra cattle-
men that came to town, among whom were: A.C. Hatch
(Judge), Will Willis, Charles Jasperson, George
Baser, Andy Strong, Jack Idwards, Grill Edwards,
Charles Ilill, and a brother Dave, Dan Mosby, FEletcher
Hanmond, Charley Crouse from Brown's Park, etc,

In 18832 Urown and Luxen started a saloon, YCurg"
Johnson nlso started a store, B

Later there vas a blacksmith shop, an abstract or land

office, and a schoel housc,

The first school vas on the Gibson ranch, and the
teorrm wvas fTor three months, (See Appendix 2) Church
vas held in some of the homes until the school was
constructed, after which it was used for church
purposes. (Sece Appendix 8) There was also a trading
nast at the Dodds ranch, 1

Veraal had several names before the present name of
Vernal, such as, the "Dench", because of its location away
fron the erecek and no trees were there., The first people
believed Lo Live din Vernal was the lUateh family, and for a
e Veraal was lmown as Jesicho, then Hatchtown, then Ashley

Y

CSLonter il this conflicted with 0ld Ashley Town. V1
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Real EBstate Bought and mo_ Pat-

Mw C. GHIIE.

: COQZ TY ATTORNEY.
Mm fions iade on easy terms, Neal ‘Estate
E_ Filings a specinlty, - . .

oaoa near the Vernal schigol house,

_mm ve 2t short sketch of the enterprises
ifhley.

e valley has thiree thriving villages,
flernnl the lurgest, Ashley Town the
-fty Seat and Jensen a hive trading

28 Among the foremost of thé enter-

a stranger when he considers Ahat the
country l-as been settlud only a very few
yenrs. Among the nio-t prominent resi-
donces are those of Messrs Ashiton, Ben-!had oceasion to visit a town twenty-five
nien, Bartlett, Woodiufl und Carter, wr d  leagues south of .a:::._.::a asmall moun-
others too numerous to mention at E.cm-_ tain or high hill between the towns of
snt. Tenuncingn and Tecanloya, without warn-
The two halls situated in Vernal furnish’ ing exploded with a mo-t territic roport
amusement and as each week there iy :_a:: imnedintely an immense volume of
dance 1t une or both halle it zivea w4 ::.m_ wittor commoenced to flow fromn the newly
Joving people su h as are hete 4 good formed ceater, uad iagadated mach of the
chanee to tip the light fantuastic toe. "E:...:E:.::e country. The Indians iled
Schownl houses being seattered ::.c:m:. to the bills aad the chureh .bells in the
out the valley, and the free school system ..c_._.c.::::m villages were runyg violently.
being in vouge, education is plaeed within _ A general paopic ensued.
tho reach of cvery one. The <3.:=1 The water soon found it- level and pour.
sehool housc being the large~t and :mmo_ma through a gorge 150 Hiet deep, and
is built of brick and deserves rpucial no-, continued 20 to flow until e neat day,
tice, as it shows che enterprise of the|when Mr. Loaizn left. Tue inhabilants

of Mexico to the Putlylelphi Tolsgraph
suys, caume to that city recently aond told o
mosat romark-ble sbory, He says that he

f

people of so smlln place us Vernal, were so frightened thal they would not
Mill Ward will have alarge brick school _é?.o:,.: the stream.  Loazu did not
house ready fur the ensueing year which take the temperatuve of the water, but

it is suid will be an ornameat to the valley. "
And last but in the future not t. be :_m_
lenst is the Parroose, which is to be the

SUPPOaCs it Was hot, s he s uw vapor rising
from it oun a warm day. 'he erater
formed by the eaplosion wan guite lnge,

chief medinm of advertising the resonrces Land rock wad earth were seattered far and
and enterprise of Ashley Valley. wide. Loaiza s not a scientific man, but
O] € P e ho is iutelligeat, and is one of the most



g vailey has three thriving villages,
flernnl the lurgest, Ashley Town the
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Among the foremost of thé enter-
# are our mercantile business houses,
F 14 in number, including General
Bandise, Hurdware and Drug stores,
B ting nn invested capital of about
00, all of which are doing a large
riving business.
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Bilver King cm_:q e:c most prominent
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_55 but are sadly in nged of the|war where is 0 bill before Coungress propos-
fith to rcmu them -in order s._:r. m_:“q to open to settlement two tiers of

ti

ip

ﬂ

lenst is the Paproosg, which is to be SE_

chief medinm of advertising the resources
and enterprise of Ashley Valley.
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Suow sturms in the muuntains of Ari
zonia 1 New Mexico are reposted m..::e..H
thing unheard of for several years,

— e ettt mererlll] G FF——t = ———

Heavy snow storms are reported from
different scections of the Tercitory, Rail-
H.m:.n A tratic is being delayed by the storms

““Bome places. We just recoived a com-

which our correspondent says; it is the

:_:.».._..:mma winter he ever saw.
u

viships off the eastern boundary of the

te reservation in eastern Utah, There
is an immense deposit of asphaltum on
the lnud proposed to be thrown open, and
it is snid that n powerful syndicate hins been
formed to buy up tho asphaltum beds, It
would probably benetit This valley to some
extent if such is the case,
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A MOUNTAIN BLOWN To BITS.

I Exploded With a Loud Noise, and \Water Flowed out.
' In a ¥lood.

Vicente Loaiza, ah agent of a sewing
muchine compnnyswhoa~ hendquartersare
iu Toluea, o, corresponderdt from the Cily

fornied Ly the eaplosion wan quite lmge, ™
and rock and earth wera seattered far and
wide, Loaiza 13 not a scientific man, but
he is iutelligeat, and is one of the moat
successful salesmen of the compuny, by
which he is regard=d ns a thoroughly re-
liable mun, .
e etsti} £ I b €t
BUDDING LONG HEADEDNESS.

“Johnny,” suid the new minister to the
6-yenr- -old youngster ses ted upen his hnec,
“if | give you two nive, big peaches whae
will you do with them?”’

“Tat 'em,” suid Johnny.

“But how about your littls brother
Tommy? Are you willing to give him
some of them?”’

«QOl yes; I will give him the stones,”

“What will he do with the stones? He
can’t cat them."” ’

“No,” said Johmuy, “but he can piant
‘em and they will grow into a tree, and
when he gets u hig man he will have lots
of peaches.”

“Yeas, but why not give him the other
part and keep the stones yourself and
then you would be the one to have the
nice, biyg trees full of peaches, some time?”

“Yes, I wonld Jike to do that way,”
gaid Johnny, “only you see, I am two yeurs
older than Tommy, and I might not be

alive when the trees began to bear,”—
Lewiston Telier,

-
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OLD ASHLEY

Tur CounTy SraT AND ProNnoft SETTLDMENI
Or THp VaLrny.

Old Ashley is four miles north wst ¢
Vernul, It was laid out in 1876 by Rich-
a1d Huffaker, It is located oun the banks
of Ashley creck and it is no exaggeration
to sny that the position is one of the
most pleasant in the west. The county
seat still remains there,

Two stores supply the upper end of
the valley with merchandise.

G W. CROUCII

Runs the eoldest store in the county.
It was started by Jas., Gibson in 2 cellar
on Wm. Gibuon’s runch#dn 1878, M.
Crouse keeps a large and varied assort-
ment of goods. People in the vicinity
of Ashley do well to patronize him.

| FRANK MOORE |

+ Keeps another store at the county scat.

His stock consists of clothing, hats, caps,

dress goods, groceries ete.  Everyone is

invited tofcall, cxamine and purchase.
5 :

You.can get whatever you want of him

at the lowest terms.
B~ B 2 s
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RECOLLECTIONS.

Pexrsonal Reminiscences of an Old Sot-
» tler of Ashley Valley.

An Interesting and Reliable Deserip-
tion of Qur Valley in 1877,—

Cut it Out and Pasteit in ;

Your Scrap-book. |

Thinking a short hlstory, or a plain |
unvarnished tale of facta in roforence‘
to the seottlement of Ashloy anleyl
and adjacent country might be inter-
esting to some of your' roade,rs, I will
introduce the sub;oct by saying:

When I, in company with S. P,
Dillman and my brother firsb saw |
what is now this boautiful and fortile
valley I thought we had arrived at
the jumping off place, or, in plainer
languago, I thought it the most deso-
late, God-forsaken desort land that
tho eye of mortsl man e'or saw, It
was such an evening in September
1877 as is seldom seen outside of the
valleys of the Garden Territory of the
Groat West, that, coming from the
west through what wos then ca.led
“the Gap” in the northwestern part
of Ashloy Valley. Our eyes rested
with disappointment on the Mecca of
our hapes, and a.lt.hough we did not
proe.tmte oursolves in prayer as the
pilgrims to Mecca do yeot to a cortain
extent it was a relief to our feolings
and full of hopes that we might be
agrecebly disappointed after after a
more thorough examination of tke val-
ley and surroundings, we proceeded
across what was then a desert of sage
brush, greasewood and shadscale to
tho strcam called Ashley, where we
encamped for tho night.
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The next morning we proccded to
explore the valley, The first place
wo visited was the ranch of Pardon
Dodds, the first actual sottler in the
valley. Herp we found Mr. Dodds
and George Basor who gave us some
information in regard to the country,
its advantages and resources, and this
was a strong factor mn causing us to
remain in the valley, at least for the
winter which we finally concluded to
do. Here our struggles and hard-
ships begun, We took up some
claims and commenced preparations
to improvo them., It soon came on
winter and we worked on the mount-
ain until spring getting out house
logs and building material for use as
soon a6 the weather grew warm, The
winter was very sovere, intensely cold
but very little snow in the valley. We
had no intercourse with the outside
world, no mail service and the oaly
way wo over heard from friends out-
side of the valley was by hunters,
trappers or stockmen who made occa-
sional trips to Green River City Wyo-
ming and brought our mail in with
them.

I romember among the old timers
John Fairchild, T\, Taylor, Robt. Sny-
der, Jamos Rinaman, Ben. Doke, Jno.
Blankonship, Wm. Gibson, P. Dodds,
Geo. Basor, Charles Bentley, S. P.
Dillman, Charley Jones, Fin Dritt,
John Steinaker and several others.
This was the small nucleus around




which the future sottlers of the valley
concontrated. On looking back I can
still sce the log cabins of tho first sot-
tlors and rocall the good and hard
times we have had togother. Sowne
of tho porsons above named have gone
acro~s tho great divide to explore the
unknown land. The mojority are
still rosidonts of the valloy with no
thought, as far as I kuow, than laying
down to thoir eternal sleep in the now
beoutiful and transfoimed placo
which on first sight seomed so uttorly
dosolate. Truly time works wonders,
When I look around me I seo now a
population of over three thousand
peoplo, I soe thrifty orchards, groves
and ficlds of waving golden grain.
Land which then could be had for the
taking is today worth {from §20 to 450
per ncro. Flouring mills furnish us
our broadstufls, throshing machines
and self bindors add their busy hum
and click fo vary the monotony.
Churches and schools have sprung up
as if by magic. Railroads and tele-
graph lines are talked of, and Vernal,
destined in tho near future to bo the
county seat of Uintah County, is fust
putting on metropolitan airs,

Upon awakening from o retrospect-
ivo dreamn one can imagine that the
whole valley has been touched by the
wand of an enchanter and that he is
indeed in Fairy-land- It is bhard to
roglizo that so many changes could
havo taken place in eo short & time.

Now a fow words in conclusion.
Uintah County will soon take a fiont
place in the ranhs of Utah's counties,
It is undeniably rich in many iner-
als, There are ulso immense beds of
coal, gypsum, gilsonite and othe: val-
uable deposits that will, when capital
is enlisted in their devolopment, add
materinlly to its weight and general

L]
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prosperity. |

Wo have an sbundance of timber
for improvements, good soil, good cli-
mate and one of the most healthful
countiocs in Utah; the country is grad-
ually settling up with good citizens
and the growth is steady and perma-
nant, The social status of Uinlah
County will compare favorably with
any place in the West, The majority
of the people are poor but honest and
aro laboring hard to make themselves
homes. Thore is still some vacant
land that can be utilized for farming
and water is abuudant. By building
roservoirs and boring artesian wells
(which has boen much talken of of
late) an ample supply for all the agri-
cultural land in the valley can boe had

at  compartively small cost.

In this paper I hove tiied to illus-
trate the difference 15 years has made
in the visual aspect of the valley. In
my next I will try to show a corre-
sponding if not more radical change
in the mental or educational condition
of the pioneors and their families.

»
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1826~ 09- 17

A Jensomite came to town thas woek
and said Vernal wus not mn 1f with
Jonsen for 1mj 1ovements. as thoy lind
three hotels ot that place now., On
the enst sido of Grien rivor thore
was Iotel Donouth, Iotdd DeNoth
and on the wost mde 1lotdd Sembra
All are ran on the Luropoan plun and
the beat the country atfords 1y served
to the guoests

o mllle A m - — - - -
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+ 1T, Holdaway and Al Johostun|,
| have gone to the Dry Gnleh, 1o get &
gaw mull, ’wh:ch was sold by the 2ove
[ erpmont ltmt simmer. The mll Las
{ not been uﬂed for some yoars, but 13
a good one and can be put to much

1use for the people of this valley.
’ e .~y A s - st
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THE GLASSLESS windows stare with

rheumy eyes across a land of desola-
tion. A treasure seeker has ripped up the
floor and dug—hunting, I suppose, for
gold coins he thought might have been
dropped years ago by drunks who couldn’t
keep track of their money. Aside from
this, the old buildings, untended for all
these years, remain intact. HEven the
cellar with an entrance behind the bar
and with wall built of earth-tamped beer
barrels, is almest as it was in the old
days. Most would pass these buildings
by, believing them to be the shebang of

Ghosts are the Babcock Place's enly clientele today. Clockwise from top left:
the saloon: the saloon interior: and remains of the Hed Bridge across the Uinl

O UGS Summier

The outlaw in this case was Utah’s famous Strip where
neither state nor federal jurisdiction prevailed. And the gun in the hand
of the *‘outlaw’’ was the infamous Babcock Place . . .

BY GEORGEE. STEWART

Photos Courlesy Author

gsome lonely homesteader who starved
out long ago, leaving nothing hehind
worth finding—hence their preservation.

But in the decades around the turn of
the century, this was “The BRabeock
Place”—a saloon, gambling den and
bawdy house. A place of sin located be-
side the Post Road, an army-built public
highway which ran between Fort Du-
chesnie and Randlett in the “Big Uintah

1970

Country” of northeastern Utah, it was
built on land which, due to its unique
title status, was out of bounds for or-
dinary law or for any ordinary law en-
forcement officers. This place was wild,
an outlaw, on the legendary *“Strip,”
and it all came about hecause of & mine.

Angling through the sandrock of the
desert was a vertical fissure vein of a
hydro-carbon ore called gilsonite. This
peculinr type of mineral is found in
Uintah Basin and nowhere else in the
world. By experimentation, Samuel Gil-

(Continued on page 55)

the brothel (left} and saloon on the post road; front of
ah River, with Fort Duchesne site on horizon al right.

e



Death of an Outlaw
(Contimued from page 17)

son, from whom The subsianes pels jts
name, fonnd that the finest painls, tne-
aquers, and varnishea coulidl he made from
this product From tintah,

In far nwav St Louis, Miszouri, lived

Aclnhfhus Ruseh of the Anheuser-Mnacl
Drewing Company, makers of Nudweige
hnf-r. To help the widow of n very clos
friemd by the name of Murphy, Busel
hnu.ght into the Murphy Paint Manulne
taring Company. Through the paint hnei
ness,  gilsonile came to the notjes o
m_mch. who hoped to acquire the earbor
voir. The frouble wng that the gilsonile
along the eptire lenglh of the Jode, wae
on the Ute Indinn Reservation, Nn :\hil;
man could he given title to it or euer
mine it,
) Somebody wna powerful in the halls of
(,nm:n'r-ss, for an act was introdueed ey
cluding from the Ute Reservation, by
purchase, 7,000 acres of dry, barien
Innd. ‘The purchase, aceording to the net
had to be rotified by two-thirda of tlu-I
("lll'nllt‘ll, adult hwlinng on the resepren.
tion. The price tn ho paid was the un-
believably gonerous sum of $20 per acre
lhr- lnndd included the gilsonite vein,
I'he act passnd Congress, DPresilent
'Clnw-lnml signed it, the Utes ratifivd it
in 1888, and title passed to the govern-
'nllnnl. r?f the Uhnited Stateg of Amerien.
I'he Gilson Asphaitum Company, hendnd
by Adolphus Ruseh el Mra.'nhnpln.
aoon acquived ey the mining Taws the
rhony m.inr-rnl of Uintah, after which the
St. l.u.um Mine, the first Eilsonite pra-
ducer in the world, went intn operation,
RBusch wag a remarkable person. In
IREER zflsonite wns n speculntive praduet,
Neither ite future nor the quaniily of
the lodn coutd be predicied. Considering
everything, the purchase of the land was
maore than fair,

OW CAME an unparalieled sitnation,

The eipht mining clnima, onel Gme
feet wide and 1 5 frel, lotygr, went inga
the  private ownership of the mining
contpany over which the (erritorind Jaw
aml Taw officers had Jurisdietion. 1t
the vast excess acrenge wag held by the
U.S..gnvnrnmnnt by right of purchase,
aml it was not n part of the publie
domain. As the laws stoml then, neither
lh_n_lrrrilnry of Utah, Uininh County, {he
militnry of Fort Thachesne, nor the Indinn
Serviee had the right of Inw enforcomen.
outside the mine proper v. n the exerpa
acreage of purchased lnad, the only Inws
which applied wers fodnral Rlﬂhllf:ﬁ. anat

there wan none of these in Lhose dayn
coveringr common eritmes, e Jald ne-
quited Trom the THes beenme {he Tmnua
Slrip. 1L wnr 1 no-mian’g-lnwd, na wild or
wilder than anyihing sinee ‘Pombsione
or Deadwond.,

Shaup wen, knowing the lepal implien-
tion, stavied pleaswre palnees off the
mine propeviy, bt on the exeladed Innd.
They wore mere rquatters so they huilt
nathimgr plush, just shakedowns, unsing
the sticks nnel stones the ecounlry af-
fordodd, "Phey were rough, fronticr esiab-
lishments, bl they are a page from the
pa=t ol the Old West; a unique and rich
page, now famons nnd legendary, I'he
Babeack Plnes wag one of these,

tin the military reserve of Forl Du-
chesne hieer wns serveit nt (he ennlesns
bitt the enlisted men were Torbidden to
have anyihing slvonger. AS n conge-
quencee, the soldiers, a havd-hitien Iot,
pathered ol the hars on the Strip daring
their off duty heurs, 1leve they drnnk,
gambled amd  visited with {he ladies.
Thern were times, especinlly alter pay-
dave, when the golden stream of eoin
ran st and free with all the rambane-
tions hilarity which that implies,

Ry the Uinish River nenr Fort Do
chesne, at either end of the “Red Dridge,”
were eampprounds, Freighlers and frav-
eleve, deiving the rond hobween Priee and
Vernal, eamped heve fov ome of their
overnight stops. After the long, dusty
miles across the deseris of the Indian res-
rrvation, mnst men were rendy tn wnsh
the dirt from iheir thronts with seme-
thing a little jivelicr than clear river
waler. These men were wont to try the
bright lighis of the pleasure emporiums
on the Sirvip and nadd their voices and
money to that of the Rova in Rlue,

There were alwavs the cuorions, ansme
from far awny plaees, who stopped to
walely the goings-on al the wild, hoisler-
ona honees, prowing more nolovions as
Tinte wenl by, Somelimes (hese men ol
mare than they beiegained for. Not that
the perople at the dens of iniquity weye
esapocinlly quarrelsome, it was only that
n man canbd gel what he wnrnted, he it
drink, n sonp, or a fight.

MIFE STRIP stoad athwart the “Owl
Hool ‘Prail,” used often by widelonp-
org, longriders amd handits heading for
the safety of Robliers’ Roost in southern
Utah, Rrown’s Hole in norlhern Utah,
or the Hole in the Wall in Wyoming. As
they moved from one hideoul. to analher
they alapped at e hars on the Strip In
dally awhile, They conld drinle, play peker
or vigil withoul fenr ol o lnwiman ghovingr
a yrun in Aheiv riba, I'o the oullaw, This
was nogale haven,

Nudeh Cassidy, the Sundanee Kid, Bl-
zry Lay, Harvey Topan amd others, nll
membeyrg of tha noled hand of oallpws
ealled " The  Wilik Ilnnch,” were geen
mite often at the anlvons on the out-of-
hounda land.

Flzey  (Fiz2) Ly, Dutel Cnas=aidy's
ripht-hamd man, ameld Pal Johnzon had
et pnrtners in o saloon on the Strip
hefore Yl chose the sullaw teail. Flzey,
alter he wae pavdaned frm Noew Mexien
Hhale Pejeon, vetutped there to doa) enrda
fer Penny Biehal al ‘Fom's peoning 1ahles,
H o e Lav doeided {e po alpaipht

Harry Traey, the mmldigr killer, (e
Brillinger of his dayv, spent n leng (ime
at. Bnlieoek®s while the heat cooled on his
baek Lenil, He poablied amld beat nowell
liked Chinaman near Fort Daehesne st
had 1o brenk and ran for the Neortw et
and ultimate death in a wheatfield, In
his lifelime he had killed morve {han
Lwenty-two men,

There were many mvslerious  piders
using the names of Smith, Jonea wm
Rrown who rode in, staved an hour, o
day or perhaps longer, then rade ol
ngain, Nolwly ever inew whn they yoalh
were, whove they eame from, or where
they went.

At times there was mugic on the desert
tir, some fiddller having eome o serape
awny {ill dnwn, There was the thian
ming banjo, Always there was (e hay-
monien and  Jew's harp. Oceasionally
there were sweet-voired sirangerg surh
ng Temmy Rivehell, Inter the eclohratod
"Cowhny Baritone,” who sang the 1o
jerkers “"Lorena,” “Aurn Lee,” "“Grn-
ovieve,” and  other sentimental melodies

Often the coyates howled from the top
af the hig, hrown hill, either in answer
to the music below ar at the lnmplight
streaming neross the bavren lnned (rom
the wimdows, Sometimes the roistering
went on until the lamps faded in Ahe
morning sun.

FPNRRE WERE FIGHTS, manv wilh
fiste nml gome with guns. Reeoyds
show ten deatha by lead poisoning, bal
these cover only the demises in which
Indiang from the reservation or soldirrs
from Forl Michegne were involved, There
woere others, and no autherity had the
vight te investipate them. These went
unnoled, except by those who were there
aml saw {hem. Today they lie in the
realm of hearsay. ‘'hore was no hoothill:
{he dead were huried not far from where
they fell, By now the wind and sand have
olditernted all marks of the praves,

Fhe ill fame of The Strip reached all
the way to the offices of the mipghty
along the hanks of the Potomae, It wan
vowed tn the Mormon elders that this
Sadom  aml Gomarrah in  their midst
would he desiroved at the firsk oppor-
tunily. '

True to their word, the lawgivers in
Wnashinglon put the land of the Strip
up for snle at $1.25 an acre. As soon ns
the land was purchased and went inlo
private awnership, regolar lnw heenine
effeelive on the purchased land. Nepin
ning in 19010, picee by piees the old Strip
dird.

A lowngite wne formed enlled Moffnt,
afler the railroad magnate responsible
for Molffal 'Tannel through the Rockics
Many of the husiness houses moved o
the new town, Finally, in 1206-06, the
reat  of  no-man's-dand was  thrown
open for homeslead entry. Law came in
all the autlaw land. The Dabeock Plaee
was hard hit, it gasped for breath, it
it staved on, paving (ines regularly o
the proper authorities of Uinlah County.

The Ffinal =trake ecame when  Fort
Durchestie ceneed Ae be an aclive aren
poet. s eobliers marehed awav in 1110
levving bebived Ahony vanpts honees it
barvacks 1he Tadinn sevoien filled 1o

Tk oome ey =o) Baprog e rvaon o

to Indinng without risking 2 {rip 1n the
fodeval o,

The Strip hal o short life at hest
only twenty-two yenrs, Then, like gome of
its human, outlaw counterparts, it was
shot down in the Tull vigmr of life. The
Babeork Phicees was the last 1o fall,

All traces of the other wild, okl na.
tallishments have vanished sines 1910,
leaving nothing behiml (o sghow where
they were. Only this j=olated ploee by
the side of the rond =till stands.
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IRY GULGTWANTS
VTG FRECIAG

Messrs ( 11 Pearce and ¢ :
Hetts of Dry Gulch or fiom the lllli
trict a mlle eaat‘ot Roosetelt l:
Ulntah County were here 10 the
County seat last gaturday” TohBying
with members of the Coufity Cominls
islon to get favorable action on tuelr
j petition for a soting precinct These
' gentlemen represent thit thete Aare
350 voters in the propoecd precinct
, These must g0 sixty mi to Nand
Jott—tn vote This iy vexatious to the
tizens since theli mighhos ut
Noosevelt in Wasitch counh only a
mile and a half distant an vote In
thefr own door yard

The precinet scekers av r that no
other section of the 1ebely itlop hos
any desire to gset up o clafin antagon
istic to them so that looked at from
all sides there I1s no it why
the Cominissioners should detnv tvor
for two years only to bt <pruned
wlth contemapt from the foot of the
throne It {g understiod 1010 the
throne It ta untdeistood that
Commissloner Diacken fuors the
petitton and will try of x¢ the Di¢
cinct created At the next regullr
meceoting

L I

Shearing April First

The annual meeling of the stoch
holdais of the Ulntah (ounty Sheep
Sheating ¢o  was held ot the Uin-
tah Abstract offfce 1t oclotk D
m on Monday Tanuuy 22 lhe re
ports of the manpnger and treisurer
showed the affalig of the owpiny to
be in excelient condition The officers
¢t 1st year were 1celect 1 the list
standing 1g 1o0Ylows I nos Tennion
Pres and dnector 1d T Samuels
vice pers and director John II
Reader John C Dates and Wm I
Siddowny dlrector John C DPates
was retined aa general MARJEeT
and sccretary and W 1] Coltharp
as trcasurer Al arrangemenis for
this years shearing were made and
April first set as the time for be
ginning the work s
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.- 808D Was waaﬁoci and the water was
thiek.” .
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delivered by other women lntemsted

me NEW.TOWN oﬁ ' " UNCLE SAM NEEDING

j.‘ WEST FORK DUCHFBNE, Oct. 'i'.€
‘Reporta from Stockmore, ‘one’ of ‘the
' new towns in the. Ulntah . Valley,
‘speak of the aotivlty of the, Wesfam
Homeseekers’ association, a ‘concern
‘now busy in building up that town. A

REGIONAL ROCM. .~ .-
. FILE EQ ‘
/

UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
NO.

‘open several others are soon expe..-hed

fally fine.

- prespecting being in its infancy, but
specimens of gold, silver, copper and

‘ composed chiefly. of distilled. apirits,

et es Aremeaas -

Addresses on of.her subjects wera

in mliet soclety work.

STOCKMORE IS GROWING

new hotel is about completed, & tem-~

_perary postoffice is established and"

in addition to the general’ store now.

The water of Stockmore is. espec-
In the park are warm
springs, the miedicinal . ‘properties of
which are said to be excellent. The'

neighboring towns are to joln with {

Stockmore in the constraction of ex-
cellent roads.  The mineral resources
of the region are not yet dewrmined

coal are being brought in daily frem
the surrounding country.

THEY MUST TAKE OouT
LICENSES AS RETAILERS

’I.‘he Salt Lake City revenue ofﬁee ls,
‘sending- out circulars’ in accordance |

with the recent ruling of the commis-

gsioner of internal revenue ‘regarding
the sale of alcoholic compounds, ad- |
~* vertised and sold as medicine under

the name of whlskey, bmera. tonlc,'.
cordials, etc.” . J R

It is claimed tha.t many or thaae are

and cuffs likewise The back
|ranged with. two
the center, : theSa ‘following !
.llnea and the l’ulness at the

tucks olther

SOME MORE GOOD

4 'nl.., i

Oivil aervlce examinatlons
tollowlng positions are annou:
the civil service commission,
held in Salt Lake Clty on ti
‘named

November lst——Exammatim
cure eligibies from which f«
certifications to flll a vacancy
-posltion of assistant superino
and two vacancies in the posi

inspector of seed warehouses &

distribution in the bureau of |
dustry,’ department of agricu!
salaries ranging from $100
par month.

Also to fiil vaca.nw in the |
of farrier at $840 per annum
Juan, Porto Rico, and $720
tions as farrier at Washingtoz
in quartermaster 8 - departn
large.

Also for the position of «
steam engineer and electrici
United States penitentiary, Fo
enworth, Kan., at a sa.la.ry of
annum. -

October mm und 19th—Teo
cancies ip the position of :
examiner in patent ‘office :
tranca ot 81200 per annum.

‘PROVO FIGURlNG ON.
BIG SUGAR FA

Plans m\am to be under

Ll
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William H. Burton ha. great faith in
the future of thae Dry Gulch country,
tie saya tr at he has often erossed the
reservation since the fall of 1877 and]
has invariably found grreun grass there
afler the grass 1n other parts of the)
regservation had become {frozen and
ghriveled lleis certawn thac the Dry
Guich will become the greatest fruit
growing section of the state of Utah,

W
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Three young men viz  Marion Wall,
Ole Peterson and Thomas Jenkins were
riested January 3rd for dusturbing the
peace & 4 dance, New years night
They plead gwilty and wete fined $6.75
Lach, by Justice of the PPoace James
O’Niel They refused to pay the flnes
ard are now langumshing in the county
Jail

e e e




s02 Dy Gulch Homesteaders,

The Dry Gulch Irmigation company 1s
still malking progress that s hghly
satisfactory One diy duning the wecek
over 1,000 shares of 1ts captal stock
were subseribed for Up to date over
12,800 <hares of stock have heen taken
by landholders on the reservation

1906 -01- 12 \I=



The Settlers I’roteclive Asscouation|’
has rendered every possible assistance)
of late, in getting the settlers to bee{
come memberg of the compiny Wed-
nesday the officers of the Piotectina
Association signed for slock for all set-
tlers, who have given ihe association &
power of attorney to act for them
Last week copies of the articles of 1ne|
corporation and cwrcular lerters were
mailed to over 500 homesteaders who
have taken farms in the Dry Gulch dise
trict

While mailing these documcnts it]
was ascertained that there are 602
homesteadeis in the Dry Gulch district,
Of these 139 are residents of Vernal,
39 of I ort DuChesne, Myton and White
Rocks, 160 from other Uiah points, 171 |
from places oulgide of Utah

The company has secied eight ori-
pnal water filings, which anfedate all]
other flings, except those of the
Indians

A communication has just been re-

celved from the state engimmcer to the
effect that the notices of the above!
mentioned filings will be advertised 1n
lt.he near future

. - F =




[906-02-17 VE

HELP BUILD UP UINTAH, |

Tuownsite, Minlng and Water Com~
paniles Ready for Active Work,

We find tlus interesting story con-
cerning the new townsite, in the Salt
Lake Tribune, taken from the Denver
Mining Record!

*‘Colorado Springs andPueblo people,
who formed u combination at the open-
ing of the Uintah reservation, says the
Mining Record, for the purpose of secur-
ing a townsnite, water and miming prop-
erties in the reservation, have been suc-
cesaful beyond their expectations, and
the varied mterests have been segre-
gated into three corporations.

*"Phe Indcpendent Townsite company
has received Government title to its
land and 160 acres have been platted
into 1000 lots  Of thia number 150 have
already been sold The town 13 located
ir Dry gulch, four miles southwest of
Fort Duchesne and half way between
Moffat and Myton FPueblo capitalists
have arranged to erect s hotel and
storez In the town as scon as spring
opens, and if present plans are carried
out Independence will become & county
geat. C. T, Fertig of thia city 1s presi-
dent of the town company.

The Independence Mimng and Miling
company 18 the name of the carporation
that will control the mining interests of
the combination. The company has al-
ready msecured 300 acres of coal land,
1440 acres of asphalt, 60 acresof elater-
ite, 8o acres of gilsonite and 180 zcres
of copper land The officers are 8. S
Stewert of this city, president, Mrs.
Noble of Pueblo, vice-president, W, J,
Jackson of Pueblo, secretary, and J.
Tour, Iueblo, treasurer

*‘An immense natural 1¢8e1yoir of 800
acres and 1000 acres of ranch land has
been turned over to the Uintah Water,
Land and Development company and
water from the Uintah river has been
filed upon to the extent of forty-two
cubic feet per second There has al-
ready been constructed tep wmies of
irrjgating ditch apd the work will be
gxtended in the spring so as to place
the entire lract of 1800 ocres under
ditch The resermvoir 13 Jocated two
miles above the town of Indopendence

and will furnish the town with water

for domestic purposes and ample poway
for generating electricity. The officers
of thig company are B 1 Roland of
Puoblo, president; 1. C. Mckilip of Pu-
eblo, secretary and treasurer






