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200th unit train

of Altamont
crude oil leaves SLC

The 200th unit train bearing
Altamont crude oil from he
Uintah Basin left Salt Lake City
Friday for the Chevron 0il
Company refinery at Rich-
mond, California,

THE TRAIN left the Chevron
refinery delivery point by Union
Pacific for Ogden from whence
it goes by Southern Pacific to
Richmend.

The unit train system was
inaugurated in January, 1974,
as a means of delivering the
thick Uintah-basin crude to the

To remove a ceramic tile
use a glass cutter and score
an “X" on jt. Tap it lightly
(but hard enough to do some-
thing) at the center. This
should loosen it and/or crack
off encugh of it to give you
working space. Use a chisel
to dig out the rest.

refinery.

THE TRAINS usually haye
been operating in 38-ho
cycles. Each train has about %0
tankers. Each tanker is loa
with about 530 barrels of crude,

The crude is piped to Salt
Lake City from the Uinsgh
Basin by Chevron Pipeline-

Company.

THE CRUDE, which turns
a thick lard at temperatures
less than 90 degrees, is heatdd
when it goes into the pipeline,

Its temperature is main-
tained by three heating stations
en route to Salt Lake City, It is
heated once again as it is put
into the tank cars,

If the crude should thicken by
the time the train reaches Rich-
mond, the cars are heated with
steam to reliquify the crude for
delivery to he refinery.
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walk on Thursday £ Ll e

Graduation ceremonies for Altamont High School stu-
dents are set for May 28 at 7 p.m. in the gymnasium.

The 33 students who will take part in the ceremonies
are: Stetson Christensen, Kane Stevenson, Talon Carter,
BrynleeOman, Ashley Lamb, Frankie Miles, Jennica Miles,
Carly Thacker, Stephanie Jenkins, Ty Taylor, Brandon
La Verne, Amanda Gallegos, Rachel [vie, Blake Shiner,
Gentry Miles, Blake Bess, Heather Mathisen, Hailey Pugh,
Emily Thacker, Cole Butterfield, Nicholas Burton, Shayla.
Frandsen, Melissa Bristol, Chase Seeley, Brett Jenson,
Daniel Bruce, Chelsi Pass, Dylan Thomas, Andrew Stan-
field, Shelby Bird, Whitley Lisonbee, Elyse England, and
Weston Rowley. i

The valedictorian for the Class of 2009is Brynlee Oman.
The salutatorian is Frankie Miles, ..~ - ..~ -
* The guest speaker will be'Efly ESkelser, Vice president ™
of the National Education Association. a1t
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After 60 years

Mohlman’s

\\w\’(\ R W\é\ | \‘
store will-

close its doors si=

"After 24 years, we find it
necessary to close shop,” begins an
announcement from Dee and

I Minnie Lue Roberts, owners of the

Mohlman's Store in Altamont.

The Roberts have carried on a
tradition begun 60 years ago, when
Gienn Mohlman started in the
grocery store business. His first
store was in Tabiona, then Al-
tonah. He moved to Altamont in
about 1951. When Mohlmen was
ready to retire, in about 1966, he
gold the store to the Roberts, who
had both grown up in the Uintah
Basin, but were living in Salt Laks.
Mohiman’s widow, Florence, lives
in Las Vegas.

Roberts remodeled the store
about 19 years ago in response to
increased business as the cil
activity in the area picked up. They
added a department store, carrying
toys, domestics, clothing, and tools.

*This has not been an easy
decision to reach, but economic
pressures have madeita necessity.
We thank those of you who have
supported us over the years, and
we appreciate your friendship and
patronage,” the announcement
continues.

"Qver the years we have tried
our best to serve this community
with the lowest possible prices on
grocery, meat, produce and non-
food items, while trying at the
game time to provide you with the
quality, service and variety you
deserve.”

Besides regular weekly sales,
and the promise to meet any
advertised price in the Basin,
Mohlman's sponsored such tradi-
tional events as the annual Santa's
Parade. Held sarly in November,
the event was an “adults only”
evening to preview the new Christ-
mas toys and gifts. There was lots
of food, door prizes and entertain-
ment throughout the evening.

The store attempted to carry
everything, from seed and bedding
planta in the spring, to veterinary
supplies and deli lunches. They
carried craft supplies, electronic
items, victorian gift items, and
health foods. A customer could
even order lumber.

The Roberts plan to stay in the
area. They also operate 8 trucking
husiness. They may continue to use
the store building for the trucking
operation.

They agonized over tha decision
for some time. "We are sorry to you
for having to close, but we cannot
continue to run at aloss because of
increasad operating costs and
because of reduced buginess velume
brought about by increased compet-
itive pressure by larger retail
outletsin neighboring communities
that are perceived to have better
prices, or more variety, ete.”

*Again, thank you for your past
support and continued friendship.”

They will begin liquidation this

" week.
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A teaching assistant at Al-
amont High School died last
vionday after she suffered an
\pparent heart attack at the
school.

Jeanne Pear] Beal, 64, waa
jiscovered just before 9 a.m.
sy a student in the classroom
where she fatilitated the
electronic delivery of Utah
State University courses, said
Altamont High Principal John
Huitt.

“She would have had some
students in class but they were
busy getting ready for the re-
gion drama meet,” Huitt said.
“Oneofher students walkedin
to ask her about taking a class
and found her.”

Awoman whowassigningin
at the office to work as a sub-
stitute in the school’s cafeteria
happened to be an EMT, Huitt
said. She performed CPR on
Beal with the help of a teacher
until an ambulance arrived.

The school district called in
counselors from Northeastern
Counseling Center to meet
with students Monday and
Tuesday. It was the first use
of the district's crisis response
team, a multidisciplinary group
of volunteers that was recently
created through the efforts
of Duchesne School District
Director of Student Services
Bruce Guymon,

“IThavetoreallythank Bruce
Guymon,” Huitt said, noting
that Guymon was able to have
additional counselors at the
school within 30 minutes of
being notified of Beal’s death,
which helped students and
faculty.

One recommendation by
those who met with students
wasthatthey puttheir feelings
about Beal in writing to help
them deal with their grief.

“Her time here was well
spent to helpmoldyoung minds
and teach us to be respectful
young men and women,” wrote
former student Kyle Kettle.

Altamont senior Lance
Walker, one of Beal's current
students, wrote that she taught
him that despite life’s difficul-
ties, “in the end, things willj
work outJ? NV |
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AHS educator dies at school

s

Jeanne Beal

“Ilove her somuch,” Walker
wrote. “Very few women have
had as great an influence on
me as she did.”

Beal, an Altamont High
graduate, had worked for the
digtrict for more than 14 years,
according to Huitt. She was
“glways in great spirits,” he
said, but had a difficult time
emotionally after her mother

died in October.

“She took great care of
her mom,” the principal said
“which is a challenge in itself
She was always there for her
mom.”

Beal is survived by hi
husband, Larry, five childre
and seven grandchildren. Her
eighth grandchild is due in
August. Funeral services were
held Saturday at the Altamo
LDS Stake Center. ;
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AHS graduation slated for May 29

By Aldon Rachele

Graduation cersmonies for
Altamont High School students
are set for May 29 at 7 p.m. in
the gymnasium.

The keynote speaker will
be Croig Tew, who is retiring

after a long teaching career at
Altamont.

The 33 students who will take
part in the ceremonies are: Baily
Allred, Michael Ames, Aimee
Ashby, Michael Bess, Bowdy
Brinkerhoff, Brett Broadhead,
Terry Lee Brown, Austin Burton,

Melissa Carroll, Richard Check-

etts, Tyson Christensen, Nikld-

Cook, Joey Draper, Chet Go-
odrich, Zachary Goodrich, Billy
Hardinger, Raquel Hardman,
Keeshla Hatch, Coy Hogan, McK-
enzie Lindsay, Victoria Manning,
Jonathan Meeks, Levi Miles,

L -
e
o
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Malcolm Miles, Alayna Monsen,
Naphawan Pacboonprung, Kyle
Pugh, Jessica Sorensen, Kenzi
Sorensen, Darrell Jordan Ste-
venson, Landon Thomas, Echo
Walker, Jessica Weber,
Altamont’s 2008 valedictorian

is Kenzi Sorensen. The salu-
tatorians for 2008 are Richard
Checketts, Alayna Monsen and
Echo Walker.

After graduation the senior
class will see a movie in Roos-
evelt and then go bowling and

swimming in Duchesne, They
will have breakfast in Altamont
at 6 a.m, on May 30.

Prior to graduation a senior
trip will be held in Moab on May
23-24, withariver runningactiv-
ity. .

Altamont High School graduation ceremonies are set for May 29 in the school’s gymnasium. This year’s valedictorian is Kenzi Sorensen and the salutatorians are

Richard Checketts, Alayna Monsen and Echo Walker.

e




-~ F0y, bullethead shoot town opponents

By ALDON RACHELE
arachele@ubmedia.biz

Altamont's McKay Foy
is on his way to joining his
Foy brothers as a Four-
time State Champion
after winning his third
title at the 2A State Mat

' Meet earlier this month
as a Longhorn. He pinned
Tyler Scheurn in 3:11 at
the 145 pound state cham-
pionship match in 2018.
Scheurn is from North
Summit High School in
Coalville.

Foy started the state
meet with a 1:19 fall over
Kaden Madsen from Gun-
nison and pinned Hunter
Joseph from Beaver in
1:05. Foy reached the state
title match when he beat
Slade Sheriff from Millard
in a 3:01 fall.

“I used a cradle to win
my state championship
match on a pin. I used
cradles and a bar arm in
the other matches,” Foy
said. “It feels great to be a
Three-Time state champ.
Yes, the bonus points (two
extra for a pin) were a
huge part of winning the
state title and everyone
on the team helped out
with every single point we
needed to win the 2A state-
championship.”

Altamont won its first
ever 2A State Crown after
many years as the 1A
State Champs.

In 2017 Foy won his
second title at 145 pounds
in a 6-3 win over Matthew
Taylor of Duchesne. Foy
also pinned Tyler Perelle
of Rich in 1:22 and he .
reached the title match on
a pin in 2:41 over Tyler
Draper from Monticello.

Foy won his first crown
when he pinned Austin
Trapp from Piute in 2016.
Foy had a pin over Spencer
Squires of Monticello in
0:28. He pinned Barlow
Pace of Wayne in 1:07.

Jate Frost of Union
downed Dyllin Broughton
of Delta 6-3 for first place

at 145 pounds in the 3A
State Meet and also beat
Isaac Rees of Morgan in
0:29, pinned Bo Bushnell
of South Summit in 1:36
and beat McKay Meccari-
ello of Emery 5-2.

Bullethead placed
fourth for Union at 220
pounds when he lost to
Jackson Schugk of Juab
5-3.

Bullethead opened the
meet on a 6-2 win over
Tyler Banks of Summit
Academy and pinned Ja-
son Henningson of Manti
in 3:33. Bullethead lost to
Chase Trussell of Morgan
in 1:53 on a fall. Trussell
went on to win the state
crown. Bullethead edged
Kemmer Jones from South . PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD
Sevier 7-6. Bullethead Dean Thompson from Altamont takes part in a wrestling bout at the state meet. >
reached the third place
bout and ended up fourth.

“I actually placed 4th
in the state tournament
for the 3A 220 division
and not third. I lost 5-3,
as he got a near-fall and
takedown on me which
gave him the 5 points he
needed. I got a take down
and escape that set me at
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title at the 2A State Mat

" Meet earlier this month
as a Longhorn. He pinned
Tyler Scheurn in 3:11 at
the 145 pound state cham-
pionship match in 2018.
Scheurn is from North
Summit High School in
Coalville.

Foy started the state
meet with a 1:19 fall over
Kaden Madsen from Gun-
nison and pinned Hunter
Joseph from Beaver in
1:05. Foy reached the state
title match when he beat
Slade Sheriff from Millard
in a 3:01 fall.

“I used a cradle to win
my state championship
match on a pin. I used
cradles and a bar arm in
the other matches,” Foy
said. “It feels great to be a
Three-Time state champ.
Yes, the bonus points (two
extra for a pin) were a
huge part of winning the
state title and everyone
on the team helped out
with every single point we
needed to win the 2A state"
championship.”

Altamont won its first
ever 2A State Crown after
many years as the 1A
State Champs.

In 2017 Foy won his
second title at 145 pounds
in a 6-3 win over Matthew
Taylor of Duchesne. Foy
also pinned Tyler Perelle
of Rich in 1:22 and he
reached the title match on
a pin in 2:41 over Tyler
Draper from Monticello.

Foy won his first crown
when he pinned Austin
Trapp from Piute in 2016.
Foy had a pin over Spencer
Squires of Monticello in
0:28. He pinned Barlow
Pace of Wayne in 1:07.

‘Jate Frost of Union
downed Dyllin Broughton
of Delta 6-3 for first place
at 145 pounds in the 3A

State Meet and also beat i : :
Isaac Rees of Morgan in Altamont won the 2A State Mat Meet with 244 points. North Summit was second at 240, McKay Foy and Danny Thompson

0:29, pinned Bo Bushnell from Altamont took first places at the 2A State Meet.

of South Summit in 1:36
and beat McKay Meccari-
ello of Emery 5-2.

Bullethead placed
fourth for Union at 220
pounds when he lost to
Jackson Schugk of Juab
5-3.

Bullethead opened the
meet on a 6-2 win over
Tyler Banks of Summit
Academy and pinned Ja-
son Henningson of Manti
in 3:33. Bullethead lost to
Chase Trussell of Morgan
in 1:53 on a fall. Trussell
went on to win the state
crown. Bullethead edged
Kemmer Jones from South ;
Sevier 7-6. Bullethead Dean Thompson from Alfamont takes part in a wrestling bout at the state meet.
reached the third place
bout and ended up fourth.

“I actually placed 4th
in the state tournament
for the 3A 220 division
and not third. I lost 5-3,
as he got a near-fall and
takedown on me which
gave him the 5 points he
needed. I got a take down
and escape that set me at
3. It’s my 1st year plac-
ing in a state meet and it
feels good knowing that I
finally qualified for state.
I've been wrestling only
since my freshman year. I
took this sport on because
I wanted it to keep in

shape for football but I've susMmTEDPHOTO | o 3 guuvzoa

grown to love it.” Bullet-
____ Nolan Bullethead from Union High School in a match against Union’s Nolan Bullethead placed fourth at 220 pound division at
/7  SEE AHS MATMEN on B5 Uintah. the 3A State Meet. Jate Frostfrom Union was first at 145 pounds.
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Altamont No. 1 at 2A State Meet

PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD

AHS MATMEN

Continued from B4

head is pleased with
some great coaches down
at Union High School in
Roland McCook, Coach
Hunsaker, Gregg Robbins,
Shane Frost, Bullethead
said. “I had one pin in my
second match against a
Manti kid where I used a
half-Nelson. He started in
the bottom position and T
broke him down and was
able to get him in the half g8
nelson, which I pinned him "
and got the win.”

The other state champi-
on from Duchesne County
was Altamont’s Danny McKay Foy of Altamont works on getting a pin for his third state title as AHS coach Steve  The Foys are happy with McKay Foy a three-time state champ
Thompson, who pinned Sanderson (left) checks it all out. at 145 pounds.

teammate Heston Mur- 152-pound crown. Danny  Josh Peterson of Enter- of North Sevier. Last year  ond at the 1A State Meet  and Gavin Ayotte won state
dock in 31 seconds for the T} ompson also pinned prise and Karson Brunson = Danny Thompson was sec-  (Frost is from Randlett in  titles at Uintah in the 4A
Uintah County.) Cub Deets class.

- g
PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD

PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD

AHS' Mac Thackerwhoisa  Russell Mitchell fromAltamont
freshman competes in the  competesatthe 2A State Meet.
285 pound match.

ey,

sl Cash Robb of AHS pins his matman.

PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD

WyattJessen fromAHS is busy
PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD  on the mat as he tries to geta

Coach Steve Sanderson (right) and Danny Thompson (left) pin. He got the pin.

are happy with the first place results of AHS and Thompson.

-
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By Andrew Weaeks

AT/TAMONT - Forty-one seniors re-
ceived their diplomas in front ofia packed
auditorium Friday night at Altamont High
School.

Before the ceremonies, students gath-
ered in the hallways to chat hefore filing
optside to have their class picture taken.
Girls wore red cap and gowns, while the
boys donned the color bliie, One boy peeled
back his gown to reveal the Superman logo,
interpreting what these students:may have
been feeling on their special day.

* “It’s hard toleave, I loved getting
involved here at the achool,” said gradu-
ate Katie Sorensen, noting that she was
involved with FFA the whole four years
while at the school.

- Sprensen plans to pursue a cosmetology
dpgree at Taylor Andrews in Ogden, with
the ultimate goal ofireturning to-the Basin
td find a job. She eventually would like to
open her own beauty shop.

- The next step in Randy Strawn’s life is
attending USU Eastern in Prics, where
I plans to study welding, He's already
received a $600 certificate from UUBATC
.and said he looks forward to pursuing his
citreer goals. Does he plan to find work in
the Basin? Probablynot, he said.

- Butithe Basin is home, now and in the
future, to Mariah Shiner.

- “I seeimyself coming back here,” she
shitl. “It’s pretty hard toleave the Basin.”

- She hasn’t quite decided what she wants
te pursue, but plans to attend cpliege in
Hangely, Colo,, and maybe do something.in
the agriculture field, Those are the classes
she enjoyed most at Altamont. While in

\school she participated in FFA and

o0,

E After their class picture, students filed
intto the school to await commencement
ceremonies.

. Speakers inclutled Salutatorian Steffani
Heeley and Valedictorian Alyssa Brunson.
Kelsey Justice, senior class president, wel-

comed the group, while Kim Camphell gave

the keynote address.

Campbell donned her own cap, which
sudience members recognized from a Dr.
Seuss story, and took a gelfie — err, rathera

“groupie” — on stage with the Class of 2015.

= Audience.members laughed and cheered
a¥s video presentation of the students, and
aefew minutes later the seniors were walk-
ipg the line, shaking hands, giving hugs,
and receiving their diplomas. When they
trned their tassels, a stream of confetti
and balloons was released on stage and
another round of celebrations began.

You did it, Prineipal Janalee Goodrich

said, Congratulations. '

\[tamont celehirates class of 201

‘Kim:Campbell, keynote speaker at graduation ceremonies, dons a Dr. Seuss hat while talking
to the soniors.
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Mariah Shiner’s cap!
tells how she fesls
about the next chapter
of her lifa; She hasn't
quite decided what
she's going to pursue,
though she does plan
to attend college in
Rangely, Colo. Other
students decorated
their caps with em-
blems or.sayings.

Diplomas await the graduate's onsiage
at Altamont High School on Friday,

graduation more inlerest- This graduata s having some fun while waiting for class pictures to
ing than the ceremonies. be taken Friday night.

b &

|Pictures of the graduates greet visitors
oulside the auditorium at the school.
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Domanik Stansfield of Altamont battles a matman at a wrestling tournament. Stansfield overcame injuries to compele at the state meet.

:

PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD

Altamont claims eight state mat titles

By ALpon RACHELE
arachele@ubmedic.biz

Altamont won its 8th
state championship in
wrestling when the Long-
horns bagged the 2017
title in a good battle with
the Duchesne Eagles last
month. They beat Duch-
esne 198.5 to 187,

The Longhorns captured
their first mat crown in
1994 under then coach
Steve Cox. Altamont won
its first state title under
Coach Cory Allred in 2004.
After Wayne won champi-
onships in 2005 and 2006,
Altamont nabbed the 2007
state crown. Duchesne un-
der Coach Brandon Moat
won & state title in 2008.
The Eagles won their first
state wrestling team title
in1981. =~

Monticello bagged the
state crown in 2009, and
then Altamont won three
straight team champion-
ships from 2010 to 2012.
Monticello was the state
champ in 2014 and Duch-
esne won two crowns un-

der Ken Lym in 2015 and
2016.

Allred coached Altamont
to its Sth state crown and
his 7th as the mat coach at
Altamont in 2017.

“Altamont is back on top
as the Longhorns edged
Duchesne 198.5 to 187 for
the 1A State championship
at Utah Valley University
in Orem.

One of the key matches
was a wild 19-14 win by
Altamont’s Wyatt Jessen
over Duchesne's Steven
Skewes at 160 pounds to
lock up the team title for
the Longhorns. Jessen won
his second mat title.

Jessen was at full
strength at just the right
time and became a state
champ. He entered the
championship bout on
a pin in 4:45 over Paul
DeAnda from Monti-
cello. Skewes pinned Kyler
Bredgaurd of Wayne in just
37 seconds. Altamont and
Duchesne combined for
eight state championships
with the Eagles pocketing
five crowns and Longhorns

bagging three."

Other Altamont state
champs were McKay Foy,
145, and Cody Miles, 195.
Foy won his second state
title on a 6-3 win over
Duchesne's Matthew Tay-
Jor. Miles had the fastest
pin in a title bout as he
pinned Wyatt Weston from
Rich in 40 seconds.

Altamont had 15 wres-
tlers place in the meet and
seven matmen finish in
fourth place.

The Longhorns beat
then No. 1 rated Duchesne
39-34 at Altamont during
a dual meet earlier in the
Senson. -

“Russell Mitchell put Al-
tamont up 39-28.wher he
won the 220 pound match
on a pin in the first round.

“We gave Duchesne 12
points on two forfeits out
of the gate, but we still
won anyway. Mitchell got
in a double leg for the take-
down and put his opponent
on his back for a pin. It
was a pretty good fall,"

SEE 8-TIME CHAMPS on C8
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Wyatt Jessen of Altamont was the outstanding wrestler at the
1A state meel. He won his second state title when he beat
Steven Skewes :da Duchesne. ?
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Danny Thompson of Altamont battles an opponent in a toumament match.

8-Time Champs

Continued from C1

Allred said. “McKay Foy

from Altamont recorded

a technical fall and came

close several times on get-

ting a pin in his match."
Duchesne has 12 seniors

and Altamont only three
seniors,

Allred gave credit to
Altamont’s new wrestling
technician Steve Sander-
son for doing a good job
and helping them to do
better on the mat, Sander-
son is a former head coach

from Wasatch High School

where he guided the Wasps
to several state champion-

ships.

Altamont had Hunter
Webb win by a decision
at 106 pounds and fresh-
man Dean Thompson from
Altamont won the 120
pound bout on a pin. AHS'
Jessen McKinnon and
Hunter Thacker, also from
Altamont, won on pins.

AHS’ Danny Thomp-
son posted a major deci-
sion versus his Duchesne
matman. Cody Miles from
Altamont won on a pin at
195 pounds.

“Altamont and Duch-
esne both won 1A Division-
al crowns, Altamont won
the A-Division with 308
points and Duchesne was
the B-Division winner.

Both Duchesne and
Altamont had champions
with Dean Thompson, 120;

PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD

Jessen McKinnon, 132;
Danny Thompson, 138;
McKay Foy, 145; Wyatt Jes-
sen, 160; Domanik Stans-
field, 182; Cody Miles,
195 from Altamont and
Colby Harper, 113; David
VanTassell, 120; Matthew
Taylor, 145; Stockton
Moat, 152; Steven Skewes,
160; Gatlin Thompson,
182; Adrian Carrillo, 220;
and Aaron Verduzco, 285.
TFour-time state champs
are: Altamont's Bryson
Foy, Rylee Foy, Kyle Foy
(three Foys are brothers)
and Duchesne’s Brandon
Moat and Dayid VanTas-
sell. Three-time state
champs are: Altamont’s
Zach Hatch, Colten Miles,
Brady Farnsworth (he lost
a bid for a fourth title ag
a senior) and Duchesne’s
Cody Moat, and Cory Er-
canbrack.

PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD

Dean Thompson was only a freshman at Altamont High Schoal
and placed 2nd atthe state meet. FifteenAHS Longhoms placed

at the 1A State Meal

——
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ALTAMONT GETS THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS — The community of
Altamont succeeded in raising over $6,000 for the purchase of Christmas
lights and decorations for theirmainstreet. “Wejust worked as acommunity
and city, there's a book committee, and Altamont Longhorn Days Commit-
tee who also helped and there have been lots of donations received,” said
Norita Tidwell, a member of the book committee. “We appreciate everyone’
contributions and help.” Last Friday the main street was decorated for
Christrnas with omaments on each pole and a large garland that goes across
the street. “We actually had to have Moon Lake Electric put in two new
poles. It's been quite a project,” said Tidwell.
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Altamont grand marshals
to lead parade

Ruth Thacker

Ruth Thacker, B4-years young,
moved to the Uintah Basin in 1931.
She was born Dec. 21, 1918, to Pearl
Wilkina and Joe Mcintire in Price.
She had two sisters that both died at
the age of nine from appendicitis.
She was 4-years old when her dad
died. Her mother ‘married Orsen
Monsen when she was seven. Now
she belonged to a family with four
brothere Ross, Morris, Grant and
Frank.

In 1932 her family moved from
Mt. Emmons to Altonah. She was in
the eighth grade. That was the year
she met and started datingtheloveof
her life, Wesley Thacker. They rodea
horse or bob sleigh to many dances
and activities.

They were martied Sept. 23, 1937
and shared a double wedding dance
with Ross and Velma Monsen. Their
marriage was solemnized in the Salt
Lake Temple Oct. 4,1938. They lived
with Wesley’s parents for the first
few months of married life. In Feh,
1838 they bought a two room log
cabin from Wesley’'s uncle. But as
their family grew, by 1951, they added
on to modernize and enlarge the
space! r

Ruth helped with Wesley’s small
dairy and farm, as she always helped
with his projects, even as the projects
got bigger.

Ruth worked in the primary, re-

Colleen Thacker

lief society and scouts. She kept the
home fires burning when Wesley
started pipelining in 1951, Although
she traveled with him and the family
from coast to coast, she usually had
the kids back to Altamont for the
school year.

Ruth is a great cock and still en-
joysmixingbread and cinnaman roils
forher family and friends. She hzlged
raise five children and has watched
the numbers grow into 19 grandchil-

dren, 43 great grandchildren, and ;
two great great grandchildren. Now
she has 91 members of a close and |
loving family.

She satill keeps her own home in |
Altamont and stays activein her bak- |
ing and attending family activities. |

Leena Bowden
The pioneer spirit is still alive in |
92.year old Lenna Bowden of

Altonah. Lenna was born on March
8, 1911. She and her family traveled
by wagon to Altonah in 1917, where |
she has made her home since that |
time. Her family came to Altonah {0 |
herd sheep. She recalls the good old |
days of washing, pulling, cording,
batting and spinning the wool to knit
their socks and gloves. She tells sto-
ries of settling land and neighboring
with the early Native Americans.
Lenna married Clinton Bowden
on Aug. 7, 1929, They have two chil-|
dren, Willard Bowden and Narita
Tidwell. They raised their family on
the family homestead in Altonah
where they milked cows, herded
sheep and range cattle. Lenna has

UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY

e}i;gl}'xc{:rirandccl‘ﬁ{dren. 17 great grang-
children, and 14 great great grand-
children. s

Lenna enjoys her yard and flower
gardens. She loves embroidering,
piecing quilts, and attending her
church meetings. Her greatest joy is
spending time with her family.




Glen Hershell Iorg

Glen was horn Oct. 13, 1923 in
Upalco. He was the fourth in a family
of 12, six brothers and six sisters, He
went to elementary school in Upaleo.
Heattended high school in Roosevelt
and worked at several jobs before he
married Donna Vee Hansen on April

24,1943, Hehad twochildren, Glenna |

Vee and Donal, and has five grand-
children and 10 great grandchildren.

He went into the Army) in 1948 |

during the 2" World War. After Ba-

gic Training he was sent to Germany |

in the infantry. He was there during
the fighting in France and went over
the bridge during the “Battle of the
Bulge” into Germany. He was
wounded there, taken back to En-
gland, and then back to the United
States. He was in several hospitals
where they did many operations on
his leg over the next year and longer.

When he came out of the service |

he started ranching and spent all of
his time since then getting more land
and building up his cow herd. He has
been very successful at this and has
spent the rest of his life doing what

he liked hest. He was cattleman of |

the year in 2001,
He will be 80 years old in October,
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Glen Herschel lorg

Colleen Thacker

Colleen Turner Thacker wasborn
on May 30, 1923 in Holden, Ut. and
was raised in the Salt Lake area until
she was nine years old when she
came to Boneta. She attended el-
ementary school in Boneta and high
school in Altamont.

She married Earl A. Thacker in
February of 1939 and they moved to
a farm in Talmage where she has
lived ever since. They worked very
hard on the farm and milked cows. In
the early years on the farm she would
separate the cream from the milk.
Each week she would walk a mile
with a small bowl of cream to the
cream testing station in Talmage to
sell it for their small income.

During World War II they had a
daughter and in 1945 Earl was called
into the service. She was expecting
their second child at this time, Earl's
father and family, who were not in
the war, helped with the farm. They
had to sell their cows, horses and

=y |

tractor to be able to pay off all debts
soshe could financially survive while
he was gone.

She loves people and enjoye visit-
ing with anyone she meets, She has
many talents and has alweys enjoyed
cocking (especially pies and rolls),
crocheting, reading, camping, family
reunicns, reising a en and lots
and lots of canning. She has held
many church positions: relief soci-
aty, MIA, primary teacher, visiting
teacher, cub acout leader and library
assistant. She worked for Duchesne
School District as a cook in the
Altamont and Duchesne schools.

She has three children, 14 grand-
children, 26 great grandchildren and
1 great-great grandchild. She enjoys
vigiting with all and never misees
sending eéach something for their
birthdays, including spouses.

She does temple work each week,
and enjoys the trips she takes with
the Wilkins Tour group. She was
having a little back problem one year
during one of these tripa and some-
one said, Colleen you should try us-

ingacane. She replied she had acane
but stated that it wouldn’t fit in her
suitcase. We have had a lot of good
laughs over this.

Ruth Thacker
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Altamont High collects 21,000 items in annual food drive

LeeNicHoLe MARETT
Imaret@ubmedia biz

It's been & hird yearin the
Basin, but you'd never know it
from the results of Altamont
High School's annual food
drive ,

Last vear, students at the
school collected more than
10,000 food items in the days
leading up to Thanksgiving.
This year, they more than
doubled that number, collecting
a total of 21,158 food items for
donation.

“Last year, I would never
huve believed that you'd collect
10.000 cang.” AHS Principal
Dean Wilson told the student
body an Tuesdny, Nov. 22. "This

year, I didn't think there was
even 4 prayer that we'd actu-
ally make it to 21,000 in a down
economy, You've proven me
wrong again and again, and I'm
£0 proud.”

Wilsan gathered the entire
stident body in the commaons
at AHS on Tuesday morning to
speak to them about what their
donations mean to the commu-
nity.

"[ know that some of you
don't know what it means to be
really bungry, but I kknow that
some of you do," said Wilson.

"I know that some of you come
hungry to school. Some of you
Enow what it's like to come
home at night and wonder
whut's for dinner; or if you'll get

Altamont High School students collected more than 21,000 food
items intheirfood drive thisyear, Students lined up totransportthe
donations from the school’s commons to trucks walting outside

dinner. It's been a hard year,
and 1 know that some of you
have experienced that in your
own homes."

While most of the items col-
lected in the food drive were
danated to the Roosevelt foot
pantry; truckloads of food were
tuken directly to 21 fumilies in
Altamont.

"Because of your gensros-
ity, we were able to spend the
morning delivering trucks full
of food to 21 fumilies right here
in Altamont," Wilson told stu-
dents. "That's 21 families who
get to have Thanksgiving din-
ner this year that wouldn't have
had that without you. What
you've done here is amazing.
You've made a tremendous dif-

Sydney Abegalen carries
cans to a truck waiting in the
parking lot.

ference here in Altamont, but
also in the Basin as a whole."

Though the food drive was
conducted by students at Al-
tamont High, the entire com-
munity participated in collect-
ing food for donation,

*It really is amazing," said
Jackie Loertscher, whose chil-
dren attend Altamont High.

“I think parents were better
prepared this year. They knew
this would be coming, so when
the casa lot sales came around,
they stocked up on cans,”

Following Wilson's remarks
on Tuesday morning, the
students formed two assembly
lines to transport thousands
of cans, cases of water, boxes
of ramen noodles, and maore

ol
10 an eatire caravan of trucks

waiting in front of the school.
Students and staff then drove
together to the food pantry in
Roosevelt, where the donations
were delivered just in tims for

Emotions ran high as Wilson
aguin thanked the students for
their generosity.

"I truly believe that we have
the best studentsin the world,"
said Wilson. "Most of you will
never know what it means to
go hungry, and I'm grateful for
that. I know that gome of you
do know, and you've donated
anyway. I'm blown away by
what you've done here. Thank
you. You'll probably never know
how much you've helped.”

Students formed two assembly lines from the commons to a caravan
of trucks in front of Altamont High so that they could pass food items
aut to be loaded and taken to the Roosavell Food Pantry
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Registration looms this
Thursday and Friday. Con-
struction dust still covers
the floor; counter tops need
to be installed, and countless
details are yet to be complete.
But, last Saturday was
moving day for the tenants
of the new Altamont High
School.

Students, faculty, adminis-
trators, and community vol-
unteers joined in with carts,
hand trucks, pickups and
trailers to begin transporting
stored classroom supplies to
their new locations.

“We got lots of help from
the community,” said John
Huitt, Altamont High School
prinicipal. “There was alot of
stuffl” :

During transition to the
new school the contents of
entireclassrooms were stored
in the old AHS gym, which
was saved as part of the new
building,

“Alarge majority wasin the
elementary school and we had
three storage units outside
thebuilding, too,” Huitt said.

People were busy carrying
boxes, pushing loaded carts,
and unloading trailers and
trucks on Saturday. “I'd like
to get as much in today as
possible,” Huitt said. “Idon’t
know if we can get it all,”

Altamont High senior
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Principal John Huitt and helper
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Altamont High moves in |

STEVE PURO, UINTAH BASI STANDARD
push a cart loaded with

boxes of stored classroom materials to their new location.
Huitt shared the excitement of moving in with teachers and
students who helped in the move.-

Blake Thompson and junior
Waylon Jessen were part of
the moving team.

“I like the new school a
lot,” Jessen said. “It's bigger
and looks more efficient to
handle the more students we
are getting,”

Thompson will be part of
the first graduating class from

the new school,

“The school looks great,”
he said. “It feels awesome to
bein the firstclasstograduate
from here.”

Teachers were equally |
thrilled to be moving in, ac- |

cording to Huitt.
“The teachers come

through and see their rooms |

UINTAH COUNLTY LIBRARY
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Construction workers and equip
teachers, and community volunteers as Al

moving in last Saturday.

forthe first time, they arejust
50 excited,” he said.

Lori Oman, teacher for in-
tegrated science, biology, and
chemistry was busy moving
boxes of materials into her
new classroom. -

“The room is beautiful,”
ghe said. “We still need a cou-
ple of countertops installed,
but we're really excited.”

Because of final inspection
by the fire marshal, registra-
tion at AHS has been pushed
back to Aug. 16 and 17. Par-
ents and students are invited
to come to the new school on
thosedays toregister between
8 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Whenschool startson Aug.
23, there will be an opening
assembly in the new gym, ac-
cording to Huitt. From there
students will be guided to the
various classrooms through-
out the school.

“The school is kind of in
five zones,” Huitt said. “H just
sohappens have fivestudent

STEVE PURO, UINTAH BASIN STANDARD

ment shared the halls and classrooms with students,
ltamont High School students and staff began

==
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Science teacher Lori Oman moves in her teaching sup-
plies during moving day for Altamont High School. Oman
kept most of her boxes in the entry way of her classroom
to allow construction workers access to the areas of her
roomn which still need attention.

body officers and eachof them
will have maps to help direct
everybody.”

“I'm just excited for the
new year and new building,”
he said.




SCHOOL WORKING TO CORRECT DEFICIENCIES

Altamont High principal speaks
out on school's accr

By Therena Morrill

A recent story in the Salt Lake
Tribune regarding schools around
the state that are or have been in
dgecreditation hot water” dedicated
one pa.rag‘aphtoAltamontHigh.The
article dealt with warnings issued by
the Northwest Association of Schools
and Colleges to two Utah public high
schools and six private schools.
Altamont High was listed on the
warning list due to “Lacking evi-
dence of a school mission statement
and because its principal, Kirk
Brotherson, doesn’t have an admin-
istrative license,” according to the
Tribune article.

When a school is issued an ac-
creditation warning the administra-
tor has an opportunity with his next
annual report to show he is acting to
correct the undesirable situations. A
school’s accreditation can bedropped
if the administrator fails to show any
evidence of improvement for two or
more consecutive years.

When a school loses its accredita-
tion, students’ earned credits from
that school will not be accepted by
the state. Duchesne Country School
District Superintendent John Aland
said he was aware of the warning
Altamont High was issued. “We're
going to work to get Altamont back
on approved status. I won't let them
lose their accreditation,” he said.

Brotherson said information that
Altamont High does not have aschool
mission statement is incorrect. He
said the school has had & mission
statement for several years.

All school principals are required
to submit accreditation reports to
the state Office of Education on an
annual basis. The mission statement
is supposed to be included in those
reports.

«] was filling out the report (last

When a school loses
its accreditation,
students’ garned
credits from that
school wifl not be
accepted by the state.
fall) on line and I kept losing it every

time I got to a certain place. After
about ten times I got mad. It could be

editation

that when 1 finally submitted the
report I failed to include the mission
statement. I just don’t know,”
Brotherson said.

He explained that as soon as he
was notified last November that
Altamont High had been issued the
warning, he met with the Utah ac-
creditation panel in Salt Lake and
gave them acopy of the mission state-
ment. Panel members told him they
would correct their recorda.

SEE ALTAMONT HIGH on page 3
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of a blaze that destroyed the Stan Meacham residence last week. Family
members were home getting ready to go to school and to work when fire
erupted from a wall. (See story on page 1)

Uén Lt 6MWJ P Beit 240~

R IR OI73

-
gl L

cl




ALTAMONT s
HIGH 2

Continued from page 1

Brotherson said he never heard
anything further from the panel re-
garding the mission statement.
“That’s why I was surprised to see it
[the warning] in the paper,” he said.

Connie Amos, accreditation spe-
cialist for the state Qffice of Educa-
tion, was contacted by the Uintah
Basin Standard and said a check of
the school’s file confirmed “the mis-
sion statement is here.”

In regard to the second aspect of

the accreditation warning — tha
igsue of Brotherson’s lack of admin-
istrative certification — Brotherson
acknowledged that he has not-yet
completed the requirements to re-
ceive that certification.

He explained that when a school
administrator is hired in the state of
Utah, they are given three years
from the hiring date to obtain certi-
fication, and can work as an adminis-
trator during those three years.
Brotherson has been principal at
Altamont High for a little less than
two years. Prior to that, he taught
math and science and coached for 32
years at o public school in Nevada.

“I was also a principal for two
years at a small school in Nevada,
right out of college,” he said.

Brotherson has a masters degree

in physical education with a related
field of administration. When he re-
tired from teachingin Nevada a little
more than two years ago, he decided
to move to the Altamont area, where
he owns & farm, and was hired as
principal at Altamont High. He has
since paid a required fee and received
a Utah teaching certificate for physi-
cal education and chemistry, but has
not yet completed the requirements
to obtain his administrative certifi-
cation.

Amos said that when an adminis-
trator without certification is hired,
it is his responsibility to verify in a
yearly report that he is enrolled in a
program for certification. She said
Brotherson has not provided verifi-
cation of any classes he is taking or
has taken. “Last year and this year
we have received no verification,”
she said.

According to Amos, the second
reason Altamont High received the
accreditation warning was because
section 6 of the principal’s report,

which is the section where he is re- |
quired to present an action plan that |

includes at least six educational goals’
for students, didn’t meet the state
standard.

“The committee felt he had indi- |
cated by his choice of words when
filling out section 6 of the report that
he had not taken them [the goals] |
seriously,” Amos said.

Amos said four of the six goals
Brotherson listed were good and ap-
propriate, but he demonstrated a
“Nippant attitude” in two of the goals,
The committee responsible for re-
viewing the reports submitted by
school administrators includes 25
principals and superintendents from |
around the state who concurred that
the written report showed “a lack of
attention to administrative duties,”
_ Brotherson said, “IfI can be help-
ful [to the school], I want to be, But if J
I am a detriment to the school ... I |
don't want to be the one to cause the |
schoo] to be on restriction,”
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Altamont High School will graduate 40 students this week during commencement exercises at their school. The graduate nominees are: Kelby Anfinson, Ricky Back, Jordan Benson, Rosi
Bess, Roxanne Bess, Jacie Bird, Tyrell Brinkerhoff, Tyler Brunson, Matthew Carroll, Kels! Cook, Shelby Cook, Thomas Fausstt, Marissa Funk;, Austin Gallyer, Austin Giles, Shalane Goc
Kennith Hardman, Celeste Hicken, Dezarai Jessen, Erin Justice, Morgan Kynaston, Audrey Mathisen, Jennifer Mccombs, Heather Meyers, Jessica Miles, Shania Neilson, Dathan £
Lesli Polts, Mclane Rowley, Amalia Sorensen, Kiely Sorensen, Jasmyn Stansfieid, Jacob Stevenson, Mckayla Thacker, Staci Thayne, Stephani Thayne, Auri: Timothy, Cassides VJ
Cheyann Wardell, Robert Wood ;
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Altamont High Sc_hool dedicated

By Steve Puro
Uintah Basin Standard

The new auditorium at Al-
tamont High School was packed
Nov. 30 as members of the Duch-
esne County School Board, school
district administration, contrac-
tors, architects and hundreds of
excited students came together
for the official dedication and rib-

' bon cutting of the new school.

Completion of the new facility
was ahead of schedule, accord-
ing to Chris Houghton, Westland
Construction operations manager.

“The original plan was to be
in the school in December, but we
were able to have the students in
the new building at the beginning
of the school year while areas of
the school were completed,” he
said, ;

During the course of the dedica-
tion program, musical numbers
were provided by the elementary
students and by the high school
choir,

The first speaker was Kim Hard-
ing, Duchesne County Schoo!
Board president.

Harding led the studentsina
round of cheering for the work
performed by the contractors,
construction workers and archi-
tects.

“If you really like your new
school, stand up now and let
thg;n hear your appreciation,” he
said.

SEE Mg on A5

' Above, Altamont El-
ementary students -

offered a musical
number before the
speakers took the

podium,

At left, Students and
guests were Invited

| 1o enjoy some ice

creamand to explore
the new building
after the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony forthe
new Altamont High
School on Nov.30.




AHS

Continued from Al

The yelling and cheering
were deafening.

Harding recognized school
district employees who went
beyond their normal full-time
job duties to make the new
Altamont High School build-
ing a reality,

Harding challenged the
students to identify who the
mogt important group was in
providing the funds for the
$23 million project.

“I want to know if you
students know where that
money comes from,” he said.
“I'have a $50 bill I will give to
the student with the correct
answer.”

Hands went up around the
auditorium,

It was a seventh-grader,
Parker Rust, who identi-
fied the property taxpayers
of Duchesne County as the
providers of the funds.

Harding pointed out that
Altamont and Duchesne were
county rivals, but the financ-
ing of the new building was
a partnership of all the com-
munitiesin Duchesne County
and tax funds paid by private
owners and businesses across
the county.

“It's good fun to have a
rivalry, but in everythingelse
havingtodo with educationin
the county, we are all sailing
on the same ship,” he said.

Harding re-emphasized
the fact that property taxpay-
ers from Roosevelt, Fruitland,
Tabiona, and all areas of the

county contributed funds to
the new school,

“I hope that you students
remember where this build-
ing came from, that you
respect it, that you take care
of it,” Harding said. “Don’t
ever forget thesacrificesmade
by the citizens of Duchesne
County to allow you to have
this new building.”

Superintendent David
Brotherson, himself an Al-
tamont alumnus, directed the
ribbon-cutting ceremony and
offered hisremarks about the
new school.

“If you take advantage of
the individual attention from
teachers that you can receive
going to school here, you can
do anything you want,” he
said.

Brotherson shared the ful-
fillment of the opportunity to
open the “spectacular educa-
tional facility” with everyone
who had taken .part in the
planning and construction.

“This is the culmination
of over four years of planning
and development to provide
a state of the art educational
facility, so that all of you can
achieve in your goals and
dreams,” he said.

Larry Henry, a 30-year educa-
tor and former principal of
Altamont High School, was
giventhehonor of cutting the
ceremonial ribbon,
Acheering multitude counted
down from 10 until Henry
snipped the ribbon with the
scissors. The ovation was
dedfening as the sliced fabric
drifted to the ground.
Altamont resident and school
board member Doug Swasey

offered the closing benedic-
tion and a blessing on the
new building.

“This new building is the
center and lifeblood of the
community,” he said.

Henry refiected on the sig-

nificance of the building in
relation to its residents after
the ceremony.

“The building is great, but
the students are greater,”
Henry said.
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Altamont _._E—_ School set to u_.mn__.__mﬁm 38 seniors

Deejay Madsen, Quincee Mathews, Jayla Miles, Landon Miles,
Savana Miller, Mason Morris, Taylor Nielsen, Michael Perry,
Brandon Rowley, Dalton Smith, Jesse Smith, Jaydi Stevensan,

Stacy Taylor, Brady Thacker, Shelby Thayne, Robert Thomas,
Taylor Thompson, and Lance Walker.

One of the last classes to graduate from Altamont High School |

before a new campus is built will hold its commencement ex-
ercises Friday: _
The graduation ceremony will be held in the school gym be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Whitney Fieldsted is the class valedictorian.,
Coy Burton is the salutatorian. {

The candidates for graduation are: Caleb Bird, Zaquri Brinker-
hoff, Brooke Broadhead, Cuyler Brundage, Coy Burton, Kalob
Burton, Whitney Christensen, Raymond Cook, Whitney Field-
sted, Cassandra Gardner, Shayla Goode, Rylee Goodrich, Kadea
Harrison, Sherranne Hatch, Venoy Hatch, Zachery Hatch.

David Ivie, MacKenziéJackson, Dalton Lamb, Dakoda Lindsay,

!
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By LeeNicHorE MARETT
|mareti@ubmedia biz

AFPAMONT — Altamont
High Bchool said farewell
to another group of gradu-
ates and sentithem off to
pursue theirfutures, Forty
seniors graduated'in a com-
mencement ceremony held
on Friday, May 23 in the
AHS auditorium.

The 2014 Salutatorian,
Nikole Lemmon, was the
first spesker of the eve-
ning. She reminded her
fellow graduates that whila.
graduation may be a time
to think fondly of the past
or plan for thefuture,
commencement is about
celebrating exactly where

they are today.
: “I could stand up here
today and talk about
everything we've done up
to this point. I could talk
about thelfuture and where
we're going to go, but-I’'m
not. ‘Ponight;, if but/for a
moment, is not about yes-
terdays or tomorrows, but
rather a time to celebrate
today. We're here to take
o' breath and revel'in what
we have become,” said
Lemmon,

Following her. brief
remarks, Lemmon played
an original piano composi-
tion, “Right Nowris About
Today,” the message of
which echoed the words of
her speech.

DaNelle Thacker, Vale-
dictorian, emphasized.the:
fact that graduation is an
opportunity to goiforward
and try something new.

“Perhapa my favorite
quote inilife is, ‘Hiyoudo
what you've alwaysidone,
vou’ll' getwhat you've
always got.! Welve gatto
exceed expectations, leave
our,comforti zones, and'

ultimately do something we

haven’t done, something

nqlw,-” sm acken

Keynote spegkerand
:AHSrteacher, Rarmyfienry,
began his speech by saying
tothe andience, “I. don't
really wanb to speak to you,
so'l’m not going to.”

Henry thenleft the
pulpit, walked off the stage,
and toolc a seat in the front
row ofithe auditorium, fac-
ing the graduates. He ad-
dressed all of his remarks
directly to the graduating
clags, sharing words of wis-
dom from Winnie the Pooh
and Dr. Seuss. He:didn't
speak to the graduates
about what kind'oficareers
they:would pursue, but
instead about what kind of
pecple they would be.

“T want to talk'to you
about the law of reciproc-
ity. The law of reciprocity
says that everything you do
comes back toyou. A'kind
act or a kind word never
goes unnoticed or unre-
warded. Don’t!let yourseif,
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Wednesday, May 28, 2014

LEE MARETT, UINTAR BASIN STANDARD
DC3D Superintendent/Dave Brotherson and School Board Member Mark Thacker ware both on hand to present dipiomas to the graduates of Altamont High School.

Altamont High School graduates celebrate a new heginning

'LEE MARETT, UiNTAH BAS!N STANDARD

Keynote speaker and AHS Teacher Larry Henry leftthe podium for a seat in the front row so that he could speak directly to the
2014 graduating class. His words of wisdom included quotes from Winnie the. Pooh and Dr. Seuss.

Duchesne County School hand to distribute diplomas determine your future,
District Superintendent to the graduates. never forget who you are
Dave Brotherson and “Ag you leave high or where you came from,”
School Board Member school and start to make Thacker said. “Remember
Mark Thacker were on the decisions thatwill! your community, and be

: grateful for it.”

or let anyone else tell you
that whatyou do doesn’t
‘matter, because it does.
You make a difference,”
Henry said.
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B e s | dents, Duchesne County School District officials
gy o | and school board membersjoined with contractors
Bz - andarchltectstobgeakgroundlast'I‘uesdqyonthe il
iy ew high school in’Altamont, |
| .« Kevin Madsen, principal architect with KMA
Architects, explained that a lot of feedback wag ; |
~ | recefved in the design process of the building.
i . Teachers, students, coaches, custodians, school 8
A _hqqidmembm,_scht_;oldish'iétadminish‘ators,and o
i FBR @ design committee worked to address the foture
). yi#eds of the community, tie said, ;
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. last Tuesday at the official ., *a
= groundbreaking for the new
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GRAPHIC: KMA ARCHITECTS

Arendering by KMA Architects shows an inset of the front entrance for the new Altamont High School. The school will be 152,000
square feet — three times the size of the existing campus.

ALTAMONT

Continued from page A-1

to make the new school a real-
ity, “especially Doug Swasey
and Kim Harding, who pushed
this project.”

The new school will be built
around the existing facility and
construction will move forward
evenwhilestudents arein class
next year.

Madsen noted that a school
building is often considered a
second teacherin the education
of students. The environment
it creates, hesaid, should foster
and encourage an atmosphere
of learning,

Chris Houghton, construc-
tion manager for Westland
Construction, commented on
the excitement in the Upper
Country for the new school,

“I can tell this is going to be
a real big impact on the com-
munity and & nice addition to

the community,” Houghton
said.

Stan Houghton, founder
and president of Westland
Construction, added that
the district and design team
worked tirelessly to provide for
the necessities of the school,
while keeping within the bud-
get constraints.

Brent Brotherson, a former
student and teacher at Al-
tamont High School, spent 46
years in the existing building,

“This is a really, really
momentous occasion, really
momentous occasion,” he said.
“This is something we have
waited so long for. You know
the loss of a school would be
the loss of a community.”

The new 162,000-square-
foot building will make it pos-
sible for even more students
to become involved within the
campus, Altamont High School
presently has 85 percent of its

students involved in athletics
or extracurriculer activities,
accerding to Brotherson.
Doug Swasey, a member of
the Duchesne County School
Board and graduate of Al-
tamont High, said the first class
to graduate from the existing
school was the Class of 1955.
“Each one of you kidsshould
be excited to because it’s his-
tory,” he said. “We've been 61
yearswaiting for this particular
event. Let’s enjoy it, let's sup-
port it, and let’s support each
other in the rest of the county
when they need it.”
Duchesne Schools Super-
intendent Dave Brotherson
said the hardest part of the
construction process will be
tearing down the old school,
which holds memories for so
many in the area.
“You’re very blessed to be
from this community,” Broth-
erson said. “You have the op-

portunity to have a new school,
I have had that opportunity at
RooseveltJunior High, to seeit
elevate the level of academics
and scholastic achievement.”

School board members rec-
ognized the ceremony as an
important day for the town of
Altamont.

“We're just happy for the
students of Altamont today
and hope their academic per-
formance over the years will be
waorthy of a $21 million build-
ing,” school board member
Greg Wheeler said.

Board President Kim Hard-
ingadded that “it's a pretty big
deal for a community this size
to get a facility like this.”

Construction Chria
Houghton said Westland plans
to turn the new building over
to the school district early in
the summer of 2013, Students
should begin school there in
the fall of 2013, he said.
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Dureli Farnsworth has been
chosenasthe Legendary Cowboy
for this year's Aitamont Long-
horn Days Celebration,

Born on July 26, 1935, in
Mountain Home, Farnsworth
was the 10th of 11 children. His
father passed away when he was
5, and go he learned to lockupto
his older siblings and mother.

After graduating from Al-
tamont, Durell bought the land
he still lives on in 1958. He
married Linda Butler on Janu-
ary 18, 1963. Together they had
four children: Sherry, Chip,
Tonya, and T.J. The couple has

USU & duoldESuaiig eunung

13 grandchildren.

Farnsworth started a beef
herd in 1966 and got into Texas
Longhorns in 1981. He worked
construction and ranched on the
side. He also owned a variety of
other animals including failow
dear, miniature horses, and Lin-
daownsafew miniature donkeys,
Yes, the Farnsworths’ has been
home to quite a menagerie.

Farnsworth is friendly and

outgoing person whom everyone
loves, He is full of life and teases
everyone. He enjoys ranching, @
being with his family, judging for ¥
International Texas Longhorn
Association shows, and likes to /i
travel and meet new people.

Farnsworth said heishonored
to be selected as the Legendary
Cowhaoy of the Year for the Al-
tamont Longhorn Days celebra-
tion.

-—
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Altamont honors Dureli Farnsworth %
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Aitamont Lonaiorn Days featured fve days of fun-packed actviies

BY Lisa DeLeon
Ideleon@ubmedia.biz

For 2018’s Altamont Long-
orn Days, participants were
1couraged to “Celebrate Big
ime in a Small Town.”

Festivities kicked off on
onday, July 16, with the Chil-
en’s Theater musical audi-
s for the performances of
tock Bottom which were given
. Saturday. Monday evening
atured activities for Family
in Night starting at 6:30 p.m.,
1ich included animal chases,
ndor booths, face painting,
unce houses, a barrel train
le, volleyball, and other activi-
s. At dusk, an outdoor movie,
'he Greatest Showman,” was
itured on the big screen. Also
itured Monday night was
tamont’s Got Talent open au-
ions and a dodgeball tourna-
nt.

Tuesday morning, July 17,
rted off with a “Patriotic”

by show at 10:00 a.m., fol-

ved in the afternoon by arts in
» park, painting in the park,

1 youth and girls three versus
ee basketball tournament.
Wednesday, July 18, featured
et show in the morning, with
’s three on three basketball
rnament in the afternoon.
T'hursday evening’s activi-

s included a co-ed volleyball

SEE Hedgs on A3

__BRUCE TIPPETS, UBMEDIA BIZ
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'ONING ISSUE PROMPTS STATE INVOLVEMENT
Altamont may face arbitration over traile

y Preston McConkie

An Altamont woman is claim-
1g the town must either undo a
oning change to her lot or com-
ensate her for its lost value and
t least one state official thinks
he may have a case.

Last Tuesday, the Altamont
‘own Council considered a let-
ar from the office of the Utah
'roperty Rights Ombudsmen
aying staffers there had looked
ver a complaint involving a

former two-house mobile home
park owned by Mary Bateman,
and that they believe “it may
raise issues that may need arbi-
tration.”

In question is whether Al-
tamont, by rezoning the former
mobile home park lot so it could
legally hold only one dwelling,
improperly “took” private prop-
erty without just compensation.
According to documents cited by
the Ombudsman’s Office, federal
and state law generally prohibit
government entities from arbi-
trarily outlawing a property’s
‘former legal use unless they are
willing to pay owners for their

* loss.

“When we're deciding what fo
doabout this, theone thingThope
I never hear is how it impacts
your house,” Altamont Mayor
Clyde Watkins told the council
concerning the ombudsman’s
letter. “I would only want to
hear how it impacta the people of
Altamont and the community.”

Councilmembers concluded
that their alternatives were
either to submit to arbitration
by the state or face a possible
lawsnit.

Arbitration by the ombuds-
man’s office is non-binding and
the officeisaneutral party, never
issuing opinions of which side is
right, but explaining laws and

NO

TAH COUNTY LIBRARY
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court precedents so both sides
can understand their obliga-
tions.

If Altamont were to turn
down arbitration and be sued
succeesfully, it might be ordered
toeither pay Batemsan for theloss
of property value or income, or to
rescind its zoning change. How-
ever, if Bateman were to mounta
lawsuit against the town it would
be a long and costly procesa.

Anunofficial guide to property
rights, linked to from the state
Web site, cautions that “... it
may be worth saying that there
is little hope of gaining much by
moving from the local, county or
municipal land use process to
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bitration over trailer park decision

nwe'redecidingwhat to
this, theone thingl hope
aear is how it impacts
1se,” Altamont Mayor
atkins told the council
ng the ombudsman’s
! would only want to
‘itimpacta the peaple of
t and the community.”
rvilmembers concluded
iir alternatives were

submit to arbitration
tate or face a possible

-ation by the ombuds-
fice is non-binding and
isaneutral party, never
pinions of which side is
t explaining laws and

court precedents so both sides
can understand their obliga-
tions.

If Altamont were to turn
down arbitration and be sued
successfully, it might be ordered
toeitherpay Bateman for theloss
of property value or income, or to
rescind its zoning change. How-
ever, if Bateman were to mount a
lawsuit against the townit would
be a long and costly process.

Anunofficial guide to property
rights, linked to from the state
Web site, cautions that “.. it
may be worth saying that there
is little hope of gaining much by
moving from the loeal, county or
municipal land use process to

the courts. If the system seemed
abrasiveand aggravating before,
mounting a lawsuit will make
you look back on those hearings
before the planning commission
with nostalgia.”

Bateman’sson, Rod, who lives
in & camp trailer on his mother’s
property, has already begun col-
lecting “nostalgic memories”
of his own. He planned to be at
the council meeting last week
when the arbitration offer was
diseussed, but missed it because
it was held a day before the nor-
mally scheduled town council
meeting,

Rod Bateman said his own
efforts to argue the matter have
foundered, with the town ignor-
ing repeated requesta for copies
of council minutes. Atits meeting
last week, the council deferred ac-
tionon Bateman's formal request
for information, with members
saying it wasn't specific enough
about which meetings or ordi-
nances were wanted. The council
also instructed town clerk Melba
Markham to charge 50 cents per
page for all copies she eventually
provided.

In September, Mary Bate-
man's land was among several
lots zoned in the past for use as
mobile home parks that were
rezoned to residential. None of
the lots had been used as mobile
home parks for some years and
town officials said the involved
property owners agreed to have
their land rezoned. The change
was prompted by the re-opening
ofone mobile home park that had
neighbora fearing other parks
would open, damaging property
values.

However, the zoning change
could affect the resale value
of Bateman’s land, not just its
rental potential. And it imme-
diately makes it illegal for the
land to continue housing the
camp trailer occupied by Rod
Bateman, who said living there
allows him both to look after his
mother and for the family to pool
their money because he’s paying

T R A A Y A e A A A T AT AT AT AT A AL LY e e

his mother rent.

Atthe Town Council’'s Nov, 15
meeting, mother and son chal-
lenged the Altamont's claim that
thezoningchange had beenmade
with her permission. The town
clerk snid she’d received verbal
approval for the rezoning over
the telephone from Mary Bate-
man, but Rod Bateman claimed
his mother had been worn down
by threats from a water district
and demands she get a business
license, and had said she just
wanted the issue to end.

“Then from now on, would
you please make all communica-
tion with this office in writing,”
Markham told the Batemans, |
addingthatletterswouldend any
argument over who said what.

At the same meeting verbal
sparks flew between Rod Bate-
man and Counciilman Ole Olsen,
with Bateman accusing Olsen
of repeatedly driving past his
mother's property taking pie-
tures. Olsen accused Bateman of
threatening to assault him. The
meeting ended with ahandshake
and an agreement to forget the
past, and with Mary Bateman
formally requesting the town
give her a business license and
return the property to its old
zoning category.

Atitsnext Novembermeeting,
though, the council upheld the
zoning change,

Calls fromthe Standard tothe
Altamont Town Office through-
out the past week for comment
on the issue were unanswered,
The town’s clerk does most of
her work from home, and the
town office has no answering
machine, Altamont Councilman
Todd Anfinson said at the next
council meeting he plans to sug-
gest the town get an answering
machine.

The Altamont Town Council
will hold an executive session
Dec. 27 to further discuss their
options concerning the zoning
issue, The town's part-time at-
torney is expected to be on-hand
to offer advice to the council.

vvvvvv
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Altamont musician wins

$100,000 recording contract

By Patty Weaver :

It was a normal Saturday spent
running errands when Katy Barton
sboppecf by to pick up her mail. An

elope with a Branson, Missouri
postmark caught hereye. She quickly
opened it she read, “Thank you for
entering Fowler All-Night Sing Tal-
ent Contest. The votes have been
counted and the winner is Katy Lou
Barton.”

Katy has spent the past four
months in a bit of a whirlwind, com-
muting from her home in Altamont
to Branson and Nashville, Tennes-
see. Each timeshe successfully wooed
audiences and judges she took an-
other step toward the pot at the end
of the rainbow — a $100,000 record-
ing contract.

Tt ali began in July, just after the
20-year old aspiring country-w
ern singer wrapped
performances as a cast member in
the Outlaw Trail Festival production
of Oklahoma! It was Katy's niece
who told her about the prestigious
50-year old talent contest that was
responsible forlaunching the carears
of the Oak Ridge Boys and over 300
other zod names in the coun-
try and goapel music industry.

The first step in entering was a
phone cail. Katy was requi tosing
a song over the phone to qualify to
become one of the 3,000 contestants
in the first round of competition.
Judges were impressed with
her rendition of Patsy Cline's “Sweet
Dreams,” that they asked her to send
in a demo tzfe Then she got word
that she would be going to Branson
for.the contest. -

Round one was hald on July 18at
the Fowler Video/Studio Theater in
PBranson. Katy was accompanied by a
live band as she sang ‘Independence
Day,’ by Martina McBride.

Racordinga:)f each contestant are
placedonthe ternet and also shown

o e pags ol
ju BOG er on-| or-
mance andithose who caught her on
the Internet submitted their votes.
W from Fowler's studio
Katyin August tolet herknow
ghe w 1e of the 185 finalists who
: @lgbggﬁafg“mNmuua, 'Ten-

' =§-gi;ismav.-m'aemrat,]:i::ngh:uthiﬁz
businesa. 1 really just hoio;d and
Apeayad all those long, hard hours of
work would ag:y off. I just hoped,”
said. h and she sang.
Sept. 6, at Shoney’s Hotel at
Opryland in Nashville, the finais got
underway to a packed house.

“The final round was a mess,”
Katy recalls with a laugh. When in-
troducing Katy the announcer got
her information wrong. Then her
music jumped and skipped, on the
third try her music abruptly stopped
half way through her song.

While the sound technician was
trying to fix the problem, Katy won
over her audience by remaining

throughout the technical

difficulties and telling jokes. The
fourth time was a charm and she
finished her number.

Katy's parents, Donna and Jack
Barton, accompanied their daughter
to the final round of competition.

] always knew that she was a
good singer, but didn't realize how
good of a performer she could be,”
said Jack.

Then came the wait. Katy can’t sit
still for long, so she used the com A

tition asaspring board. She reco

a few demos and started knockingon
doors. She sang at the New Mexico
State.Fair and went to Texas to sing
in “some big dance halls.”

Then came the letter in the mail
announcing that she had won the
recording contract,

Katy will compose words and
music for ail of the songs on the CD
she will record. “Tt will be a combina-
tion of country western and Chris-
tian music,” Katy said. Her friend,
Mikki Marshall, of Roosevelt, will
help with some of the composing. “1
havegot a good month of work that I
will have to do before I go to the
studio in December or January.”

She will be in the studio recording
for about two weeks. It's expected
that her CD will be released for sale
sometime in April, a single will be
sent to different radio stations to
play for the public,

“From here, I still don’t lmow
where it will lead, but it is a good
foundation to get in some doars. I

have worked on this a long time and
1 am pretty excited,” she said witha
smile. Katy said she can relate well to
the song “Big Dreams in a Small
Town,"” by thecountry-western group
Restless Heart. Those who think that
coming from a small town will hold
them back, can learn a lesson from
Katy, who said that following her
dream was aided by the community
ghe came from.

] couldn’t have done it without
all of the support from the commu-
nity. People were so great to help me
with buying raffle tickets and things.
It was so overwhelming how much
gupport I got,” she said. “It doesn’t
matter the size of the town, what
matters is the size of the talent,” she
said.

Her message to other aspiring
gong writers is that dreams do come
true. She recalls the queen contests
ghe participated in as a teenager at
Altamnont High. “Ididn’tdoittobein
a pageant, I did it to perform.”

Katy's niece, Kateari, wanted to
know just one thing when Katy told
her she had won the talent contest.
She asked Katy when she was going
to get “thebus,” —you know, theone
justlikethebigstarswho travel from
state-to-state in their very own bus.
So, look for Katy's CD due out in
April and then look for a black and
gold bus with the name ‘Katy Lou'on
it. Oh, and one more thing, don’t
forget to follow your dreams.

———
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Altamont names Jenkins lege

Howard Jenkins has been chosen as Altamont Longhorn Days’

Legendary Rancher for 2010.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

By Jennifer Oleen-Rook
The Edge Magazine

Howard Jenkinshaslivedin
Bluebell longer than any other
resident there, but that’s not
what makes him legendary.
Jenkins has made a name for
himself through his dedication

- to working the land, raising

cattle, serving his community,
and being an honest man.

The fifth of eight patriotic
kids, Jenkins began working
cattle when he was just 5 years
old.

“] started milking when I
was fiveand then when I wassix
I took the cows out and herded
them all day and milked them
at night. I’ve ridden a horse all
my life,” the 80-year-old said.

‘When his five older siblings
went off to serve in the armed
forces during World War ILand
moved away, the bulk of the
family’s farming and ranch-
ing chores fell upon Jenkins’
shoulders.

Jenkins met his wife, Fon-
tella, of Mt. Emmons, in the
fourth grade. He married his
childhood sweetheart in 1950
and together they raised three

children: Gary (Paula), Sherri
(Ron Giles) and Bruce (Toni).
They have 17 grandchildren,
32 great-grandchildren and 4
great-great grandchildren.

Jenkins started out milking
cows, but eventually switched
over to raising beef cattle.
“Everybody had cows when
I was growing up,” he said.
“That's just what we had and
what we did. It’s a changing
world we live in now.”

Like most ranchers, Jenkins
took employment that tock
him off the ranch when it was
necessary.

“Raising beef cattle is good,
but it's barely a living some
years, 50 I did what I needed to
feed my family. I've worked on
an oilrig for a couple of winters
and I worked for the creamery
in Altamont for a lot of years
ag well,” he gaid.

The Jenking family has
raised and trained horses for
years.In 1976 they began char-
iot racing and soon had horses
running in flat saddle races as
well. Recently, Jenkins' 2-year-
old mare “Mountaindewcando”
won a race in Farmington,
N.M.
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es Jenkins legendary rancher
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By Jennifer Oleen-Rock
The Edge Magazine

Howard Jenkinshaslivedin
Bluebeli longer than any other
resident there, but that’s not
what mekes him legendary.
Jenkins has made a name for
himself through his dedication
to working the land, raising
cattle, serving his community,
and being an honest man.

The fifth of eight patriotic
kids, Jenkins began working
cattle when he was just 5 years
old.

“I started milking when I
was fiveand then when I wassix
I took the cows out and herded
them all day and milked them
at night. I've ridden a horse all
my life,” the 80-year-old said.

‘When his five older siblings
went off to serve in the armed
forces during World War Il and
moved away, the bulk of the
family’s farming and ranch-
ing chores fell upon Jenkins’
shoulders.

Jenkins met his wife, Fon-
tella, of Mt. Emmons, in the
fourth grade. He married his
childhood sweetheart in 1950
and together they raised three

children: Gary (Paula), Sherri
(Ron Giles) and Bruce (Toni).
They have 17 grandchildren,
32 great-grandchildren and 4
great-great grandchildren.

Jenkins started out milking
cows, but eventually switched
over to raising beef cattle.
“Everybody had cows when
I was growing up,” he said.
“That’s just what we had and
what we did. It's a changing
world we live in now.”

Like most ranchers, Jenking
took employment that took
him off the ranch when it was
necessary,

“Raising beef cattle is good,
but it’s barely a living some
years, 50 I did what I needed to
feed my family. I've worked on
anoilrig for acouple of winters
and I worked for the creamery
in Altamont for a lot of years
as well,” he said.

The Jenkine family has
raised and trained horses for
years. In 1976 they began char-
iot racing and soon had horses
running in flat saddle races as
well. Recently, Jenkins’ 2-year-
old mare “Mountaindewcando”
won a race in Farmington,
N.M.

A past president of the
Duchesne County Cattleman’s
Association, Jenkins has also
belonged to the Altamont
Roping Club. He helped build
and rebuild the rodeo arena in
Altamont.

Forthepast 30yearsJenkins
has served as the president of
the Bluebell Community Club.
He oversees the Bluebell Cem-
etery and Park and has spent
countless hours maintaining
and improving both.

Jenkins loves to grow a big
garden, irrigate and raise hay,
and run cattle on the 800 acres
he still owns in Bluebell, just
one mile north of where he was

born. Healso enjoys getting out
on his horse to ride and spend
time in the mountains.
“Weran cattleon the mountain
for years and up in Wyoming,”
he said. “I've fished a lot of
lakes and streams in these
mountains.”

Together Howard and Fon-
tella Jenkins enjoy ranching
but also make time finr trips to
the Vernal temple and spending .
time with family.

Howard Jenkins said he is
honoredtobe named Longhorn
Days Legendary Rancherofthe
Year and is happy to represent
theonly homehe’sever known,
and the land he loves.
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Altamont Park renovation
a reality due to cooperation

By Joni Crane

Altamont and the communi-
tiesof Altonah, Mountain Home,
Talmage, Bluebell, Upalco,
and Boneta will soon be the
beneficiaries of a beautiful new
playground, which could be
completed in time for Longhorn
Days in July.

Sarina Brotherson of Boneta,
and Randall Thacker of Altonah,
originally spearheaded the effort,
but are quick to point out that
the project is sticcesaful because
of all the selfiess people and or-
ganizations that have stepped up
to work together.

Thirty years ago Brotherson’s
mother Sherrie Holgate and a
group of friends etarted the origi-
nal park project. The park served
lt:he ;u;rounding communities,

ut has passed its prime.

“The park was in dire need
of renovation and everyone
wished it could be updated and
repaired,” Brotherson said.

The Altamont Town Council
asked for community volunteers
to form & grant committee that
would explore ways to fund
this renovation. Brotherson, a
member of the committee, said
they learned of a grant offered
by Gametime, Inc., an Alabama-
based playground equipment
company

The committee submitted
an application for Gametime’s
“Fighting Obesity Through Play
Grant” - the same grant that
helped Bluebell purchase play-

ground equipment for its park
~ and was awarded $30,000,

Not long after receiving
the grant, the Uintah Basin
Medical Center decided to donate
$500,000 tolocal communities ta
promote active lifestyies.

“Their intention was to
improve the quality of life in
the communities they serve,”
Brotherson said. “The donation
to Altamont City was specifically
designated for physical fitness
improvement.”

The town, in turn, donated
$30,000 to match the Gametime
grantand offered another $4,555
tohelpwith fuel costsfor delivery,
groundcover, a concrete barrier,
and a professional installation
crew to help the volunteers.

Then the Uintah Basin Ap-
plied Technology College got
involved.

When Robert Meeks, director
of the coliege’s CDL program
learned it would cost $7.600
to ship the play equipment to
Altamont, he came up with his
own plan. Meeks approached
UBATC’s board and received
permission todonate theschool’s
new semi-truck to transport the
playground equipment to the
Uintah Basin. And Mike Wolf,
safety director for DJ Services,
agreed todonate his time to drive
the load. Altamont is contribut-
ing ahout $3,000 for fuel.

“If we can pick up the equip-
ment for only $3,000, then the
$4,600 savings can be used for
more, and better equipment,”

Meeks said. “That means that

with the matching monies the |

park committee can add about
$9,000 of equipment to their
order.”

Meeks said theequipment will
be picked up in January and in-
stallation will begin in March,

The new playground will have
two play areas. One for children
under 5, called “Imagine Acres,”
and another for children ages 5
to12called the “Crescent Loop.”
Families will be able to sit and
watch kids at both locations at
one time.

“Randall Thacker has helped
pick out and research all the
play equipment,” Brotherson
said. “He is motivated to get safe
equipment for the children. He
is extremely dedicated to com-
munity service and would do
anything for anybody,”

Brotherson said Altamont
Mayor Clyde Watkins is excited
about the project, too.

“He keeps saying that he
can't wait to see the kids' faces
at Longhorn Days,” Brotherson
said, “This city council has a
new vision for our area, and they
seem really motivated to better
the community.”

Brotherson believes that
when the time comes to erect the
new playground equipment “a
ton of volunteers that will show
up” to help put it all together.

“It has been fun to watch
howacommunitycanonceagain
come together 30 years later
and make this happen again,”
she said. “It's neat to me, to be
following up on something my
mom started years ago.”

The playground committee
has only one need rémaining:
benches to put around the park.
Anyone who would like to help
with a donation to make this last
wish possible can contact Sarina
Brotherson at 454-3485 or 828-
3465,




Altamont
Recreation
District
creation
begins

By Steve Puro
spum@ubmer.ﬂa.blz

DUCHESNE —The Duchesne
County Commission cleared
the way far the development of
the Altamont Special Service
District to be organized as a
recreation district: The SSD was
presented as Duchesne County
Resolution 13-17.

Annissa Maxfield, secretary of
the proposed recreation district,

‘presented the ordinance infor-
mation to the county commis-
sion.

“The recreation district would
make available funds to take
care of the parks in the district
and to fund the Altamont Long-
horn Days,” Maxfield said.

Commissioner Kent Peatross
said the proposed district would
overlap existing SSD’s in the
Altamont area. Commissioner
Ron Winterton clarified the SSD
could be a taxing district.

“That’s why we wanted
to specify this is a recreation
district,” Maxfield said. “The
ordinance language has been
changed to reflect recreation
designation.”

Advertising for a public hear-
ing about the new SSD would

SEE BRI on A3

“There are recreation

distriets already estab-
A motion was made by

moving forward with the
creation of the SSD pend-
commissioner Peatross to

ing the approval of the
documents by the county

attorney.

approve Resolution 13-17,

lizhed in Neola and Tabio-
ng&,” Peatross said.

the Dec. 4 hearing. A link

will be created on the
Duchesne County website

prior to the advertising to

allow citizens to examine
locator map delineating its

the SSD proposal and the
boundaries.

DISTRICT
Continued from Al
run four weeks prior to

Dy,

which passed vananimous-

.5

Peatross suggested
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Altamont school parents
gearing up for election

By Andre Salvail
Uintah Basin Standard

A sense of urgency has overcome
the community of Altamont, where
parents and school officials are plan-
ning a massive campaign to garner
support for the Nov. 3 countywide tax
election to help pay for a new school
building.

During a meeting at the school’s
suditorium Thursday, parents and
school officials met to exchange in-
formation about the existing school’s
declining physical condition and to
seek ways to get more suppoert across
the county for the upcoming referen-
dum.

Committees are being formed to
start a phone bank to call voters and
urge their support; to get nonvoters
registered before the Oct. 15 eligibil-
ity deadline; and to ask businesses to
display signs reminding people about
the election and what it means to the
community.

The call to actmn in Altamont is
spurred by widespread fears that
most voters in the Duchesne area will
oppose the $49 million proposal to
build three new schools in the county,
including a new $18 million building
for Altamont High. Duchesne High
moved into its new building in 2004.

Additionally, there is a measure of
anti-tax sentiment throughout the
county and a feeling that a recession
is abad timetoraisetaxes and embark
on new building projects.

Jana Lee Goodrich, principal of
Altamont Elementary Schaol, is
working to organize volunteers for
get-out-the-vote efforts. She said the
elementary school’s enrollment has
been growing fast and those students
will need a better and bigger high
school in the near future.

She expressed the sentiment of
many at the meeting when she ex-
plained that the high school is the
heart of the community.

“The thing that’s 80 unique about
Altamont is that our people are here
to stay,” she said, noting that genera-
tions of families have passed through
the halls of the high school.

“The whole community revolves
around the school,” she said. “QOur
school is our community. Qur com-
munity is our school.”

Her comments were a response to
the question of “consolidation” — the
concent of merging Altamont High

Informal committee: Consolidation

won’t save district operating costs

studenis into Duchesne and Union °

high schools and dropping plans for
& new school building.

Earlier on Thursday, an informal
committee created three weeksagoby
the board met to explore the potential
cost savings of “consolidation,” adirty
word in the Altamont area,

The four-man committee deter-
mined that the savings the district
would receive from the closure of
Altamont High in operating expenses
would be equally offset by the loss of
Necessarily Existent Small Schools
funding the district receives from the
state.

The committeeconcluded that “the
closure of Altamont High and the
subsequent transfer of those students
to other high schools in the district
would not have a financial impart on
the operatingexpensesofthe district,”
according to a letter prepared by com-
mittee member Bart Morrill a CPA.

At the Altamont High meeting,
Duchesne County School Board
members Gordon Moon, Kim Harding

and Doug Swasey sought to assure
the crowd that the the board and
the district's administrators favor
construction of 2. new high school for
Altamont.

At their Sept. 10 meeting, some
board members, responding to ques-
tions from the crowd, thought it would
be a good idea to appoint a committee
to examine whether consolidation
would save the school district in
operational costs over the long run.
Armed with such information, voters
could make a more informed choice at
the polls, they said.

Goodrich said she was glad the
district is moving past the consoclida-
tion issue.

“Personally, as a mother of teenag-
ers, the safety issue of my children
getting into a vehicle and driving to
Rooseveltand back all winterlongjust
mortifies me. It’s scary,” she said.

Principal John Huitt, who is in his
ﬁrst year at Altamont I-Izgh opened

_ SEE ALTAMONT op page 4

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Rust-colored water flows into a sink in the sclence roem at Altamont High
School. The problem is caused by corroded plumbing at the school, which
was buwilt in the late 1940s. Students don't drink the same water, fountains

at the school have filtration svstems.
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ALTAMONT

Continued from page 1

the meeting with a power-
point presentation showing
dilapidated conditions at the
school, including crumbling
ceilings, rampa that don’t meet
federal codes for the disabled,
rusted water pipes and boilers
that are continually undergo-
ing repairs.

“It’s not in good shape,”
Huitt said. “The school has
been remodeled several times
and there are parts of it that
are coming apart. Once you
start remodeling this school,
it's probably going to cost a lot
more than to rebuild because

you will have to bring every-
thing up to code.”

The Nov. 3referendumaeeks
to raise $49 million through a
bond issue that would be paid
off by a countywide property
tax increase.

That money would be cou-
pled with another $20 million
~ of which the district has
already saved $8 million - for
anoverall $69 million construe-
tion project involving threenew
school buildings.

The estimated price tags
are as follows: Altamont High,
$18 million; Union High, $38
million; and a new Roosevelt
elementary school to easeover-
crowding at East Elementary,
$11 million.
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Business As Usual

AKC 019

Altamont station
changes hands

By Katie Hansen

Stevenson's, Altamont's only gas
gtation and convenience store re-
centlychanged hands and isnow open
under new management, with a new
name.

This summer Doug Swasey, an
upper-country native, purchased the
gns station, convenience store and

. café, located just outside Altamont,

from Nick and Ann Stevenson.
The store, whichisbeingmanaged
by Reed Swasey has been dubbed

- Swasey's Other Place. The Swasey

samily also operates Swaseys, a gro-
cery store in Altamont.

Reed noted that the store will
continue to operate as a gas station
and convenience store, explaining
that it is something every commu-
nity should have. According to Reed
Swasey, busincss hasn't beer toobad
in the two weeks it has been open.

Thecafé, which isslated toopenin
the near future, will be managed by
Val Thacker.

Store hourswillbe 6a.m.to9p.m.,
Manday through Saturday, excepton
high school game nights, when the
store will we open for an extra hour.

: _




DRESSING TilE: ' \RT-Pauls
Jenkins, ateacher at  fLimont El-
ementary, is dresse -Lright for
Thauksgiving Day.

Altamont tacher
dresses th' part

Whenintroducing | '« wsocialstud
jes unit to her filli : - ade students,
Paula Jenkins at Alt «:uwont Elemen-
tary tailors an npprv; risle costume
forthetime period,niv ! Iressesforthe
Eart. Noting that i1l ¢zrnders often:

ave a hard time und «standing the
sequence of histori- | events, Mrs
Jenkins decided on  viFual way to
emphasize historica! liappenings in
American history. At meline posle«l
in the classroom als: relates imper-

tant eventstoperiod 1 1hehisteryof

ourcountry.

Sofnrthlsycar.l'.mluhnadream-«l
as a Native Americ.- and then os o
womaninthetimeo! olumbus. Dur
ingthe Native Ameru wrunit thestu-
denta each preparw:i o report on
particular tribe. Thov constructed
amall models of Lypiv.1l Indian dweil-
inge and displayed 1lem in the li
brary. Written repo. < were also as
aignedduringl.hecxp'nrcrsunll.,with
each student resem: hing 8 specific
early explorer. Stud:ing American
history in this way i+ ¢s the student:
opportunity to dev lop numerous
skills — reading, re<carch, speaking,
writing, snd art. And e studentsare
wandering, "Whowill -ur teacherdres:
nepext?”
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Altamont teacher retires,
receives service award

Craig Tew recently retired
from teaching at Altamont
High School after 31 years on
thejob. He was an example and
inspiration to the hundreds of
students who had the opportu-
nity to learn from him during
his career. He had alove for his
students and for agriculture
that truly showed in his work
and his interaction with oth-
ers,

For his dedication to the
school, the community and
to agriculture, the Duchesne
County Farm Bureauon Oct. 29
presented him with the Service
to Agriculture Award.

Craig was born and raised
in southeastern Idaho. He was
one of 10 children: five boys
and five girls. His family had
a potato farm, and his parents
taught their children early how
toworkhard. Higfather wasan
excellent farmer, and you could
say farming is in Craig’s blood
— he truly loves it.

oy FIPRG |

After graduating from Ricks
College, heattended Utah State
Univarsity where he graduated
in Agricultural Education. It
was there that he met his wife,
Bonnie, who was originally
from Carbon County.

After obtaining his degree,
Craigtaught for oneyearat Roy
High School on the Wasatch
Front, then came tothe Uintah
Basin. The first year he was
here, he taught half the day at
Altamont and half the day at
Duchesne, then spent 29 years
teachingfull time at Altamont.
He taught Biology, Animal Sci-
ence, Equine Science, Plants
and Soils and lots of welding.
Infact, at the time of his retire-
ment, it was estimated that 75
percent of the welders in the
Basin had been through Craig’s
program at Altamont High.

He passed his love of agri-
cultura to his students, many
of whom still farm or ranch in
the Altamont area. Craig was

also busy during the summer
months helping with 4-H and
FFA projects. He has sheared
countless lambs and trimmed
too many calves to count in
preparation for the county
fair,

|

He loved to help young |

people as well a8 tease them.
And his students all loved to
tease him right back. He was
awarded Soil Conservation
Teacher of the Year for his
outstanding teaching, but he
is quick to say that he was not
in education to win awards,
butbecause he loved the young
people and helped them gain
the knowledge and skills to be
successful in agriculture and
in life.

Craig and Bonnie live on a I

small farm in Bluebell where
they raised sheep and five
children. They now have seven
grandchildren, sixboysand one
girl.
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Altamont Teacher Takes Gold Medal In Competition :
It's off with the apron and on with

the kilt for Talmage bagpipe player

The unusual sound of bagpipes
is a familiar one at Altamont
Junior/Senior High School where
Tom Rather, a woodshop teacher
there, regularly practices playing
during his free time; and practices
well. t month Rather took a
first place gold medal at the 30th
Annual Arizona Scottish Highland
Games & Gatheri in solo
competition in the two-four march.

"This is an unusual
accomplishment,” said David
Barclay, professional bagpipe
teacher and player, and long time
member of the Utah Pipe Band
formed in 1939; one of the oldest
continually organized pipe bands
in Utah,

"Tom’s really excelled quite
quickly as the norm goes for
pipers, because of his dedication
and his interest in his Scottish

heritage," said Barclay, "I'm very
roud of him. He's from an
isolated area and doesn’t get
heavy tutoring like some of the
others. He’s r.lnl{l been playin
over a year with tutoring ang
usually it takes two or three yesrs
to accomplish what he has. I'm
very plessed and proud of what
he's done."

Rather and his wife Tammy
moved to Talmage 3 years
from California to accept :ﬁ:
teachin ition at Altamont high
school. The couple live with their
three small children on & 60-acre
ranch were they raise quarter-
horses and cattle.
beRath int;rest. with the pipes

gan r hearing a bagpi

erformance in Cedar City by tﬁ:
thern Uteh University pipe
band several years ago. :

; o By ,_\_:' .__}_‘ . e
AT WORK--Altamont High shop
the woodcutting machines in the

her Tom Rather works a ne of

I's shop class.

“The music stirred me in a way
nothing else ever had, and I
decided thera and then I would
someday learn to play,” said
Rather.

Rather borrowed a set of pipes
his brother had purchased while
on a2 Mormon mission to England.
After unsuccessfully trying to
locate a bagpipe teacher in the
Basin, Rather gught some books
and tapes to teach himeelf.

“They are so loud I would tell
him to practice outside and he
would for houra on end when the
weather was warm,” recalled his
wife Tammy.

"You can hear the Fipes quite a
distance away, end if the wind is
blowing the sound can be carried
even farther," said Rather. "They
were meant to be played cutdoors.
They are very loud. They sound
most dramatic when the tune is
carried by the wind and heard
from a distance, at least that’s the
way my wife enjoys them the
most, She says they sound
mystical when carried by the
wind. When I first started Elaying,
all the cettle in the neighboring
fields would run over and line up
along the fence to listen. That was
kind of lm:usinﬁ.Jl

Eventually ther located a
profesgional teacher, Barclay, a
man who es pride in his
Scottish_heritage and a family

vt
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JED CURRY EXCELS DESPITE CHALLENGES

Altamont teen gains national
recognition for achievements

By Therena Morill

1t's not often that astory t-
ing inthe Uintah Basin m
erates nationa! interest, but
-gin. it's not often that you read
A&DOU

t a teen-ager like 16-year old

comnplish the formidable goal of carn-
ing every merit the Boy Seouts
have to offer, 1t perseverence
and hard work to pull off such a feat.
But hisstory iseven more remarkable
whenyou read thedetails of his life.

a life with no small number of chal-
lenges. You see, Jed combats cystic
{ibrosis, a ic discase that drains

3, thes Al
k4

1een a8 he was finishing up the re-
quirements for his ﬁnhajlngoygwuuol'
America merit badge. Howasawarded
that 123rd merit badge Dec. 28 at a
Court of Honor in Altamont, and the
bells of fame have been ringing for
him ever since.

Very rarely does a young man ac-

your energyand damages vital organs
of the body, especially the lungs,

Healso pricks his [inger livetimes
aday Lo check his blood sugar levels,
and then injects himself with insulin
ta treat his Type | diabetes.

And then there's that little prob-
lem with the asthma that flares up
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n Paople have written

" trom across to thank

i Jed for giving them
courage to set their

- goals high in spite of

Lo their challenges.

every now and again,
ButJed is nocry-baby. He refuses
w Jet anything deter him from the
goals he has set for himself, Even
d'mughhefnllmuh‘a:kan.limﬂ-l

pills 1) T

at lzhst an hour a day hooked up toa
machinothat upthomueousin
his lungs, be still finds time to swiny,
runtrack, play on the Altamont High
baseball team, perform in schosl
dramn productions, work with his
grandpaafler
merit

spread through the channels of the
edia

mi

Jed waa hesitant to give his first
interview to the Standard, and asked
that his ilinesses be mentioned only
briefly. The atory did run and reeog-
nized hisnbility ta oversoms his phyai-
i tions in the pursuit of ac.
eomplishing his goals.

According to Jed, Salt Lake Tri-
bune reporter David Noyce saw the
swory In the Standard and drove to
Aliamant tointerview him for s simi-

Dec. 26. The story catapul
modest teen into hero status, and he

i :.1.-. \\;-,.'

A RARE ACCOMPLISHMENT — There was a special guest at a recent
Court of Honor in Altamont. ... Presiding Bishap of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints presented Jedadiah Curry with his 123 and
final Boy Scoutmeritbadge. [ronically that last merit badge, fer Radio, was
the first one he started more than five years ago. Jed's ment badges

SEEJED CURRY on page 3

————— i W Sl

JED CURRY

Continued from page 1

btgn toreceivawell-deserved recng-
nition,

Aradiodise jockey in Burmingham,
Alabama read the Tribune story en
theInternet, Hecalled Jedat homeat
6:30 a.m. on Dec. 27 and surprised
him by interviewing him live, on the
air

“I was really sick that and
couldbllh!‘l!ytl!k.'Jedldd.' t was
replly weird. Heithe dise jockey] said
he just decided to call me. He wanted
to know why | wanted to get all those
merit badges.”

After the radio interview, a news.
paper in Chattanooga, Tennesser, the
Chattan Express, re-ran thestory
from the Tribune. Ever since, Jed hay
been receiving letters from peoplo afl
over tha country who have been in-
spired by his stary,

There’sthedoctor it Maine whais
mn{ingdw: wheelchair, who wroteto

tay g
struggles through reading of Jed's

e ~

Jed |rs the son of Doug and Penny Curry

experiences. There'n the little boy in

Arizona just beginning his scouting

years, who wrote to say that Jod had

inspired him toalsoearn all the merit
ges available,

Peapls have written from Califor-
hia to Maine, from lllingis, to the
southern states of Kentucky, Tenties.
e, and Alahama, just o thank Jed for
E;i:fﬂthmmragewut theirgoals

:ﬁlllannheir challenges.

Jed be the guest speaker for
The Diabetic Clinic in 8t. Gearge in
April, where hawilladdress 80 kidsin
Edec?-lzwhnallluﬂ'erfrmndinbe-

You can seeJed ot the statecapital
on Jan, 23 as he meets Governor
Leavitt and receives an award from
Senator Beverly Evans.

[ willhearifhe won the
National BoyScout ofthe Year Award,
for which he was nominated by the
lacatarea.wide chapterofthe America

Legion, He has received the
King’s Peak Scouterofthe Year Award.
 The New Erz, a magnzine pub-
lished by the Church of Jesus Christof
Latter-Dey Saints for youth, will fea-
mﬂ- Jed t:i“tbe u:g future.

'you visit imary Children's
Hospita! In Salt Lake, you will pee
Jed's smiling face plastered on & big
bulletin board where the patients with
cystic fibrosi it. The bulleti
board is covered with the newspaper
clippingsolJed'sstory and pieturesof
him through the years as he worked
his way through the scouting merit

badge pro
“They mduigned tha bulletin

board to inspire other Batlenu," x-
plained Jod's mother, Penny Cmar
“Jed has derided to talk more spanly
about his {liness bacause he can see
that it hnle- people who have similar
problems,
That'sjust the kindof guy Jed is—
m’-mb&ﬂﬂl{lmﬂhg.mdrudy
willingtohelpsomeonealongthe

way,
“Awcout istrustworthy, loyal, he)
ful, friendly, courtsous, Hl:,d,ﬂoboﬁt
ent, choerful, thrifty, brave, clean and
T t." And nowJed Curry ean add
“famous” to the List.

1y cover his sash and even the shirt sleeves o his Scout uniform!



Altamont teenager
: drowns in Sandwash

A 14-year old Altamont boydrown
in Sandwash Reservoir while swim-
mingwith s friend Sunday night, July
7

According to Duchesne County
SherifT's reports, at around 7:30 p-m.
Lloyd Whiteheadanda younger friend
were swimming in the north end of
the lake, not too far from shore, when
Whitehead’s companion turned and
saw he wasgone, and beganscreaming
for help.

Approximntely: 45 people aided in

thesearch, according to investigators.
Whitehead’s body was found approxi-
mately 90 minutes later in 15 feet of
water not far from shore by a diver
with the Altamont ambulance crew.

It’s unknown why the youth sud-
denly went down, according to the
report. There was no undertow, and
hisbody had not become entangledin
anything.

Lloyd is theson of John Whitehead
and Pam Whitehead. Funeralservices
arc pending,
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i Altamont Theater Presents

_ Mam S’rree’r Express

Soups ° Salads o Samdwmﬁes o Deh/Baﬁerg

GRAND OPENING Julyw’rﬁ “

- Drawing for a FREE bike
. Door Prizes « free Gifts = 454-3827
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GET THE GENEALOGY BUG!

Altamont’s Family History Center
hosts open house this month

The Family History Center of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saintain Altamont is having an open
house throughout February. There
will be displays on family histories,
Scandinavian research and culture,
computer programs, obituaries, and
tips on organizing your family his-
tory.

Inaddition, geneslogy novices will
discover that doing family history
research isn’t daunting at all thanks
to the ideas that will be available to
help you catch the “genealogy bug.”
Helpful resources at the open house
include & “where do I start folder,”
and ideas on ways to help children
want to get involved in doing family
history.

Three videos will be shown on the
importance of families, keeping the
past alive, and instruction from the
prophets and apostles concerning
family history. Various “mystery
people” willbedisplayed in the build-
ing, and those who attend the open
house can try their sleuthingskillato
see if they can discover the identities
of the mystery people, said librarian
Marlene Roberts.

There will }xlalhands-on nclomputer
e am et B P USER FRIENDLY — Elaine Kappen and Marlene Roberts assist Josn
bership number and confirmation Goodrich, at the computer, werking on the Paf 5.2 and Temple Ready.

date (vou can obtain thla from your

™

FAMILY HISTORY SUBPPORTERS. — Staff members of the Altamont, Utah, Family History Center: First.row; /

Tehtha Parry, Susan Wrmmer, Marlene Roberts Amelm Chnstensen, J oAnn Miles. Second row: Pat Wilcox, Raija
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Altamont: Hub of the Upper
Country and a "young" settlement

To commemorate the 150th
anni of the arrival of the
Mormon Pi into the Salt
Lake Valley the Uintah Basin
Standard in conjunction with the
Duchesne County Sesquicentennial
Committee will publish stories
detailing contributions made by
those who settled and pioneered
Duchesne and Uintak Counties.

Those who haove histories of
early Uintah Basin settlers of any
nationalily, religion or ethnic
origin are invited to submit them
for consideration to Shar Benson
722.2545, Norma Denver 722.3320
or Lori Evans 722-4441,

The City of Altamont, which
was settled much later than most of
the cities of Duchesne County, and
also much later than its
predecessors, Alionah and Mount
Emiuons, owes its existence to the
value placed on schooling by carly
settlers of the area.

the of the
tralized high school i 1935 for
seven surmounding towns:

Alionah, Mt. Emmons, Bluebell, -

Upalco, Mt. Home, Talmage and
Boneta, Altamont was formed
Lhm the consolidation of
schiools, in order
students a more adequate education.

After the location was decided,
between Altonah and Mt. Emmons,
a contest was held o name the new
area. Clarence Snyder came up with
the name of "Altamont,” using the
word Alta from Altonah and Mount
from M%t Emn;onsm decided
upon. spelling name
continued for several years until the
school was operating. Then the "u"
in mount was dropped, because the
school children continually
misspelled the name.

The name also seemed
approprinte, since the plateau on

which the new community was -

established was in a position 1o

reraelanals tha cnllace tn sha nresdle

with no pay at all to get the town
incorporated.

Altamont is much more than
just an eight block area with a
population of aph%oximately 200
people. It is also the namesake and
center of the famous Allamont-
Bluebell oil field; a Stake Center
for the LDS Church; a center for
the "u Country” schools; U.S,
Post (?E'fcre. community park, and
community activities. It is a branch
headquarters for REA’s Moon Lake
Electric, Uintzh Basin Telephone
Exchange, First Security Bank and
a shopping center for the "Upper
Country.” Altamont has also been a
base for many successful
contractors.

Altamont rodeos have been a
historic tradition for many years.

At first the rodeos were held in

many of the towns making up the

counhg area. Then m about

lggs the LDS Church bought some

from Melwood Wal west

of Altamont City to be used as a

rodco ground. Money from

admissions were used to gradually
build up the grounds.

Tl!cmt:nmdml{:yopingmub was
organized began to get
involved in organizin % the rodeos,
and used the grounds for their own
activities as *well. Rodeos will
probably always be a part of the
Altamont area heri

Maybe some old-imers will

: “:ﬁuﬁu@ﬁﬁq Bdv

PIONEERS--LeRoy and Wealtha

remember the Pioneer Day that was —
held in Altamont on July 25, 1936,
A parade depicting the crossing of
the plains by the Utah Pioneers
was held. Mt Emmons and
Altonah citizens wained oxen for
the event. Following the parade, a
pro was held on the campus
of the Altamont High School. Loud
speakers were installed at various
points o accommodate the
immense crowd. The big feature of
the celkebration was the Indian
village, where the Indians in full
regalia demonstrated the
ceremonial dances. Climaxing the
day was an evening dance with
special floor shows.

In the early 1970's the official
24th of July Altamont Longhom
Round-up Days began when queen
contests for Miss Altamont have
been held, , games -and
contests, fireworks, rodecs, fashion
shows, sunrise breakfast, sms.
dances, bicycle races, baby S,
children and adult talent shows, pet
shows, children’s theater, baseball
games, watermelon busts, beard
contests, candy and baseball
games. The Altamont Longhom
Days is an event that the U
Country look forward o w
they perform or just watch. And
many long-gone residents also like
to come back for the celebration to
rencw old acquaintances and enjoy
the festivities.

Thacker and children Wesley and

Howard in their first home in Altamont.
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Staff Sgt. Tom Bowman of Layton and Private 1st Class Steve Killian of Tdaho Falls, Idaho, both members

of the 3rd Platoon, 624th Engineer Co. of the Utah Army National Guard based in Springville, lay a block
in the rising walls of an amphitheater being erected at Altamont Town Park. The Guard was in town June
6-8 and will return to help finish the job in July.

ANG lends hand building
Altamont park pavilion

By Preston McConkie

About a dozen Utah Army
National Guard scldiers were
in Altamont over the weekend
helping bring to life the vision
of the town’s late mayor, Chip
Allred, who wanted to see Long-
horn Days skits and concerts
performed on a solid stage,

“We've always just done
performances from flat-bed
trailers,” said Marilyn Winn,
who along with Kristy Sorenson
has helped spearhead fundrais-
ing and organizing volunteers
to build an amphitheater in
Altamont Town Park.

Qutofapproximately $40,000
needed for the project, more than
$25,000 has already been raised.
Volunteers and supportive busi-
nesses also got the 36-by-44 foot
concrete slab laid and cured in
time for a platoon of National
Guard engineers to begin build-
ing walls,

In addition to support walls,
plana call for dressing roomsy ¥

the back of a stage area. Accord-
ing to Winn, the structure will
resemble the amphitheater in
Roosevelt’s Old Mill Park.

On Friday, a dozen members
— mostly noncomimnissioned offi-
cers — of the 3rd Platoon, 624th
Engineer Co. based in Springville
arrived in green trucks and
camouflage fatigues, fired up a
portable concrete mixer, and be-
gan anchoring re-bar and laying
masonry blocks.

Theplatoon wasthere bothto
build and to train; on Saturday
one soldier noted that the pla-
toon didn’t work as quickly as
professicnal masons. Noneof the
men interviewed work full-time
in construction, instead they
hold jobs ranging from electri-
cian to office worker to college
student.

But what the soldiers lacked
in speed they made up for in low
cost and the spirit of service.
Their work was done with care

ARV TR R A Sy Jearmin

ull

“vertical construction” methods,
the soldiers prepared to do hu-
manitarian work when deployed
to needy or war-torn areas.

The platoon’s contribution
was arranged through the help
of Lori McNease with Dinosau-
rland RC&D, which works to
bring money and labor together
with worthy public projects. The
platoon will returninJuly to help
finish the job.

' Donations to finish paying for
the pavilion can be made to the
Chip Allred Fund at Mountain
America Credit Union.




After being appointed to interim offices during 2007 and then
elacted in November, three of five members of the Altamont
Town Councll were swom into office Wednesday by Altamont
Town Clerk Melba Markham. From left to right are Councilman
Larry Henry, Mayor Clyde Watkins, Markham, and Counciiman
Robert Gordon. Councilman Todd Anfinson was absentfromthe
year’s first council meeting, as was David Rust, who replaced
appointed Councilman Brent J. “Ole” Olsen. e
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memoria

Veterans line up on Veteran

Vearl Tucker.

Area veterans honored Wi

BY JoHN PLESTINA
Iolestina@ubmedia biz

ALTAMON T—Paying
tribute to local veterans is
a theme that helped inspire
The Upper Country Veterans
Memorial, placed in front of
Altamont Elementary School
on Veteran’s Day 2008,

Five years later, American
Legion Post 53 honored the
area’s veterans on the 85th
Veteran’s Day, originaily Ar-
mistice Day.

The 2013 observance was

—

I dedicated

s Day in front of the statue of the.soldier that was placed last:week

per Country Veterans Memorial in Altamont. Fromleft are Raymand Cook, Duchesne County Sheriff Travis
Mitchell, Larry Beal, American Legion Post 53 Commander Eric Call;

special because Post 58 adfed the
life-gize bronze soldier to the me-
morial. The statue was delivered
and placed at the memorial Nov.
4

The $28,000 statue was
purchaged from & company in
Provo called Big Btatues, Post 53
Cemmander Eric Call said. Matt
Glenn is the artist.

The statue was funded by
donations from area veterans.

The remainder of the memo-
rial was dedicated Nov. 11, 2008

SEE ATAMIAT o A7

Harry Fieldstead, Jerry Thacker and

th new statue

JOHN nﬁgyﬂh‘ﬁmﬁ@hsﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ

at The Up- -

R
L

JOHN PLESTINA, UINTAH BASIN STANDARD
Erwin'Rust,a World Wari veteran
and the area's oldest veteran re-
cites a poem asAmerican Legion
Post 53 Commander Eric Call
holds the microphone.

ALTAMONT

A7
_..Tuesday, November 12, 2013

a poem by Erwin Rust, a
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Blaze damages Altamont home

By Gt Mieciam
Uiniah Basin Standard

The family of a 10;year-old Al-
taniont boy who died last month
%n a crash has suffered another

OE&, febe il

. The home of Jaxon Miles’
gtepfather and mothet, Jim and
Cheri Smith, caught fire last
Tuesday, according to Altamont
Assistant Fire Chief Kelly Bird.
The firebegan about 1 p.m., Bird
said,inacrawlspace beneath the
home and destroyed two rooms
before crews could extinguish
it.

“We had it contained but
it took us a while to get into

where the hotspots were,” he
said Wedneeday, noting that the
cause of the fire is unider inves-
tigation.

‘The family believes construe-
tion; work being done on the
home caused the fire, said Cheri
Smith’s sister, Melody Brady
There was extensive water and
amoke damage to everything, in-
cluding family photos, she said.

Brady said her son Skyler
Brady was at work 10 minutes
from the Smith house when the
fire broke out and drove over to
seeifhe could help. Skyler Brady,
Miles' sister Destini Nielson and
friends Mark Thacker and Jade
Stevenson entered the Smith

home repeatedly, Melody Brady
said, trying to save what they
could.

The four threw Jaxon Miles’
belonginge out his bedroom

window so they would not be |

destroyed by smoke and fire, she
sald. )1 b

Lt'[ileediedNou 7,0na dayaﬁet :

he was thrown from the pickup
truck he was riding in when it
crashed on state Road 87 near
the Ruvola Dugway turnoff,

His brother, Malcolm Miles, was

driving the truck and told inves-
tigators he’d fallen asleap at the
wheel.

Melody Brady said the family
ig grateful for the community
support following Jaxon Miles'
death and now the fire. She said
her brother-in-law doesn't want
anyone to set up adonation fund
for the family.

Geoff Liesik contributed to
this report.
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Longhorn parade honors Fishers

Brent and Katharine
“Kathy” Fisher were selected
as grand marshalls for the
Longhorn Days parade in
Altamont. The parade was

married the summer of 1961.
Brent worked on many con-
struction sites as a crane
operator for the Operation
Engineers.Kathy attended
Beauty College in Salt Lake,

held Saturday as part of the tauahtiki
T ght kindergarten and
nD-n:;gr e D raised her twogﬂaughters,
“The upper country is SUBMITTED PHOTO éng:le(%’.[ngtthewg) and Stacy
proud to have such a hard- Brentand Kathy Fisher ynTh i e
working, dedicated, and lov- : ' hE_y ibgg-pL t'y L that
ing family to represent it in manuat_he oldest daughterof ranching operation tha
threechildrenborntod. Bruce raises and sells beef cattle.

this year's Longhorn Days
celebration,” said Annissa
Maxfield, secretary for the
Longhorn Days Committee.
Brent Fisher is the second
son of five children born to
George Jr. And LaRue Max-
field Fisher. Katharine Hart-

and Anna Qlsen Hartman.
She lived in Mt. Emmons and
attended school in Altonah
and Altamont.

They both attended Al-
tamont High School, gradu-
ating in 1960. They were

Some of the most enjoy-
able times the Fishers have
are when they mave cattle to
and from the high Uintas with
their extended family, They
have five grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.
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Brent and Donna Brotherson set to be 2018 Longhorn Days Grand Marshals

- BY STAFF REPORTS

Brent and Donna Broth-
erson have been chosen to be
the Grand Marshals of the
2018 Longhorn Days Celebra-
tion.

Brent was raised in Boneta,
Utah where his grandfathers
homesteaded. He is one of six
children born to Bill and Beth
Brotherson. He graduated
from Altamont High School
and went to Brigham Young
University. The next year he
left to serve a mission to the
Navajo people in the Ameri-
can Southwest. He came back
and finished his degree in
botany with a minor in math.
He then went to teach school
in Panguitch, Utah, As soon
as the opportunity presented
itself, he came back to the
Uintah Basin and started
teaching first at Union High
School and then Altamont
High School. All together
he worked in education as
a teacher, coach, assistant
principal and counselor for

40 years before he retired in
2010.

Brent also served on the
Central Utah Water Conser-
vancy District Board for 20
years, during which time he
helped our area with water is-
sues. He fought many battles
to keep other areas of the
state from taking more of our
county’s water rights and was
able to get $1 million from the
state to help with Duchesne
City’s water among other
benefits for our county.

Donna was raised on a
farm in the small town of
Wrentham, Alberta, Canada.
She is one of seven children
of Everett and Edna Myers.
She graduated from Raymond
High School and then attend-
ed Brigham Young University
after graduation.

Brent and Donna met at
Brigham Young University
and were married August 21,
1969, in the Cardston Alberta
Temple. They are the par-
ents to five children. Randy
(Serena) Brotherson, Brad

- close by.

. a great community filled with

Brotherson, Kim (Merlin)
Rasmussen, Matt, (Kassidy)
Brotherson, and Michelle
(Ryan) Lindsay all of Boneta,
Utah. They have 18 grandchil-
dren that love to spend time
at their house. Family time

is important and they have
enjoyed having their family all

Brent was raised on a
ranch and has always loved
ranching so naturally they
began their own ranch as
soon as they returned to the
Uintah Basin. They have
been able to expand their
ranch over the years and their
children have also become
more involved in ranching as
well. Brent and Donna have
also served many years as
active members in the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, ,

Brent and Donna are hon-
ored to be the 2018 Longhorn
Days Grand Marshals. They
are proud to be a part of such

-

S0 many good people. -
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ALLRED CREATES 12-VOLUME BOOK OF MORMON SERIES

Captain Moroni a comic book her

By Therena Morrill

Michael Alired, the 1980 senior
class president of Altamont High,
has found a way to use his creativity
and talent in a unique way. The au-

" thorof such Marvel Comicsuper hero

~> and the

Q
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<
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characters as Red Rocket 7, Mad Man,
tomies, Allred has moved
into the realm of religious literature.
His latest creation is a 12-part series
called “The Plates of Brass,” the
world’s first Book of Mormon
“graphic novel” —akin to an upscale
comic book but with a thicker for-
mat, upgraded paper quality and a
binding.

Michael Allred was class presi-
dent at Altamont High. He now
lives in Oregon and is a comic
book author.

Allred has come a long way in a
life of diversified interests. As a high
school student in Altamont, he played
football, basketball, and ran on the
track team, as well a5 served as class
president.

“T'Il be honest with you, 1 didn't
really do a lot of playing on the bas-
ketball team. But I loved football,”
Allred said, adding that he played in
thestate tournament and was an All-
State running back.

Helived in Bluebell for threeyears
until graduating and moving to
Rexburg, 1daho to attend Ricks Col-
lege. His mother, Rae Bell Jenkins,
and sister Glenda Jenkins still reside
in Bluebell.

‘While at Ricks, Allred worked asa
disc jockey on a local radio stailion.
When he met a recruiter who ex-
plained how Allred could have a
broadcasting career in the Air Force,
while traveling the world and having
“free babies” , he and his new wife
Laura were convinced. He signed on
the dotted line and began an Air
Force career.

| his religious convictions

Alired began drawing comic book
characters asa past time while teach-
ing television production to public
affairs officers at the Air Force Acad-
emy in Colorado Springs, Colo. He
was later stationed in Europe work-
ing as a TV reporter for the Air Force
Radio and Televison Network when
the Berlin Wall came down. That
eventinspired him toattempt towrite
a screen play about the end of the
world called Dead Air.

It was duringthistime that Allred
noticed the level of sophis-
tication and quality of work
that was takingplacein the
comic book industry. He
decided to tell the story of
Dead Air through the
graphic novel medium in-
stead of on the screen. His
hobby became ever more
important, eventually lead-
ipg him to a successful ca-
reer as a comic book author
and illustrator.

Over the years he has
worked independently and
with Marvel Comic Books
drawing, among others,
such characters as
Spiderman, Captain
America, Iron Man, and
Thor.

Nowthe 42-year-old art-
ist who lives in Reedsport,
Oregon with his wife Laura
and their three children,
has found a way to share

through his livelihood. His
inspiration for drawing
scriptural “Superhuman
heros” began with an expe-
rience he had.viewing the
12 original Book of Mor-
mon paintings by artist
Arnold Freeburg.

“He drew them so hero-
ically and powerfully,”
Alired said.

“1 asked myself ‘what if
Freeburg had drawn thou-
sands of illustrations in-
stead of just the 127'"

Allred said he plans to
draw every single event in
the Book of Mormon for his
series. “If something hap-
pened that I can draw, 1
will.”

Ohbviously I believe this
isthe most significant thing
I will ever do,” Allred said,
referring to the Book of
Mormon series. “I've been
really careful to keep as
close to the actual scrip-
tures as possible.”

With the exception of developing
or eliminating some character dia-
log, he has done just that.

“] got a letter from the First Presi-
dency (of the Mormon Church) ask-

“TH

ingme to ‘remember that this book is
sacred’,” Allred said. *That has abso-
lutely been a concern that has re-
mained in the forefront of my mind.”

For him, one of the crowning mo-
mentsofthe Brass Plates series came
when a friend told him he heard a
reporter on a Salt Lake radio station
say that Allred’s work was “faithful
to the scriptures.”

The front inside cover of volume
one records his own personal convic-
tion that the Book of Mormon is a

e
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true scriptural accow
people who lived on
continent. “Itcreates
that leads all that a
truth toward a deep
of what all existence

Volume Oneofthe
series are available
stores that carry I
Alired intends to hav
published every othe
next two years.

E BOOK OF MORMON IN PICTURES AN

PLATES OF BRASS — A learning aid for kids who are vi
Or just a fun way to teach kids about the Book of Mor
Michael Allred, an Oregon man with ties to the Uintah Bas
volume comic book series hit store shelves earlier this mc
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Alired began drawing comic book
charactersas a past time while teach-
ing television production te public
alfairs officers at the Air Force Acad-
emy in Colorado Springs, Colo. He
was later stationed in Europe work-
ingas a T'V reporter for the Air Foree
Radio and Televison Network when
the Berlin Wall came down. That
eventinspired him to attempt to write
a screen play about the end of the
world called Dead Air.

It was during this time that Allred
noticed the level of sophis-
tication and quality of work
that was takingplacein the
comic book industry. He
decided to tell the story of
Dead Air through the
graphic novel medium in-
stead of on the screen. His
hobby became ever more
important, eventuallylead-
ipg him to a succesaful ca-
reer as a comic book author
and illustrator.

Over the years he has
worked independently and
with Marvel Comic Books
drawing, among others,
such characters as
Spiderman, Captain
America, Iron Man, and
Thor.

Now the42-year-old art-
ist; who lives in Reedsport,
Oregon with his wife Laura
and their three children,
has found a way to share
his religious convictions
through his livelihood. His
inspiration for drawing
scriptural “Superhuman
heros” began with an expe-
rience he had.viewing the
12 original Book of Mor-
mon paintings by artist
Arnold Freeburg.

“He drew them s0 hero-
ically and powerfully,”

said.

“1 asked myself ‘what if
Freeburg had drawn thou-
sands of illustrations in-
stead of just the 127’"

Allred said he plans to
draw every single event in
the Book of Mormon for his
series. “If something hap-
pened that I can draw, I
will,”

Obviously I believe this
isthe most significant thing
I will ever do,” Allred said,
referring to the Book of
Mormon series. “I've been
really careful to keep as
closa to the actual scrip-
tures as poasible.”

With the exception of developing
or eliminating some character dia-
log, he has done just that.

“I got aletter from the First Presi-
dency (of the Mormon Church) ask-

ingmeto ‘remember that thisbook is
sacred’,” Allred said. “That has abso-
lutely been a concern that has re-
mained in the forefront of my mind.”

For him, one of the crowning mo-
mentsofthe Brass Plates seriescame
when a friend told him he heard a
reporter on a Salt Lake radio station
say that Allred’s work was *faithful
to the scriptures.”

The front inside cover of volume
one records his own personal convic-
tion that the Book of Mormon is a

true scriptural account of an ancient
people who lived on the American
continent. “It creates adomino effect
that leads all that accept it as the
truth toward a deep understanding
of what all existence is about.”

Volume One of the Plates of Brass
series are available at local book-
stores that carry Deseret Books.
Allred intends to have a new volume
published every other month for the
next two years.

VERLME N
THE SWORR

PLATES OF BRASS — A learning aid for kids who are visual learners?
Or just a fun way to teach kids about the Book of Mormpn? Creator
Michael Allred, an Oregon man with ties to the Uintah Basin, said his 12
volume comic book series hit store shelves earlier this month.
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Christmas spirit is alive in
Thacker family year round

Submitted by Tammy Meacham

Imagine my surprise, thumbing
through the Jan, 15, 2002. Family
Circle magazine, and finding two of
my own family folks featured in the
4'» Annual Halo Awards, a section of
the magazine devoted to people in
the world makinga difference. People
who deserve special recognition for
their extraordinary efforts to help
others.

Alton Thackeris my father'suncle,
making him my great. And a “great”
uncle is what I've alwayu thought
him to be.I am a Thacker! And proud
to belong to this fun loving, amazing
clan, who settled in Altamant before
there was a town,

Alton was the baby of the family
that consisted of 14 children born to
Leroy and Wealtha Thacker. Three
children passedawayin their infancy,

and today, nine of them are still with |

us, as we gather together every year
for a family reunion at Yellow Pine
Campgreund above Altamont,

Alton, and wife Cheryl, now cail
Sandy, Utah, their home but, three
siblingsstill residein the Basin: Larue
Stevensen, and Jim Thacker are in
Altamont and Anna Lee Mathews
lives in Roosevelt.

In getting together with his ami-
cable bunch each year it is easy to see
where Alton’s taste for hard work

.and his spirit for good-will comes
from. The Thacker family grew up
with a work ethic handed down from
two choice parents who endured and
weathered the challenges of feeding
and clothing their large family. Mu-
gic was the highlight at the end of a
day's toil and lgbor. Every child, in-
cluding mother and father, played a
musical instrument and sang.

The family earned extra money
entertaining at the local dances, and
the old time music comes alive today
when these brothers and sisters get
together with their instruments and
their love for the music, Alton learned .
to play the trumpet, banjo, and man-
dolin. He enjoyed the illustrious posi-
tion as the high school drum major
and also enjoyed a good game of ball
on the Altamont High basketball
team.

As in most cases, no good man is
evercomplete without a pood woman.
Alton met hislife's companion Cheryl
in their last years of high school.
Cheryl grew up in Bluebell, with her
parents Walter and Cleona
Remington. She has one sister, Jean
HRemington Rei who restdes in
Bennett with her husbhand Jim. She
has four brothers, who all live out of
the area except one, Kent Remington
who resides in Mt. Emmons with his
wife Gwenn,

Cheryl's sister Jean Reidhead, re-
members her as havingand outgoing
personality and that she was a very
good student. Cheryl was the valedic-
torian of her graduating’ class. She
loved music, playing the guitar and
piano and singing with Alton.

Alton’'s sister Anna Lee Mathews
recalls the day that Aiton came home
to hig mother in a very good mood..
“He turned up a dancing gig on the
radio, grabbed my mother by thearms
and danced her around the roomsing-
ing, ‘in two weeks I'm poingto he a
old married man'.”

In two weeks, at age 17, they were
married. Alton worked in construc-
tion moving the family to where ever
the work took them. They lived in

. Dutch John while Alton operated the
backhoe in the building of the Flam-
ing Gorge Dam.

When the job was finally finished,
he was the Iast backhoe in the build-
ing of the Flaming Gorge Dam. Alton

" and Cheryl decided early in their
marriage that dragging their chil-
‘dren around from place to place was
not the life they wanted so, while still
young man in his early twenties he
decided to become a barber. He and
Cheryl worked hard to get his educa-
tion in barbering, with Cheryl work-
‘ing for a man named Ronald Pugh,an
optometrist, who would later invite
the Thackers to join him in a trip to

‘Mexico to distribute eye glasses to

Alton soon set up show on the
"‘BYU campus, and later opened his
own shop in Orem,
while Cheryl used her time and many
‘talents to raise their four boys and
three girls. e

Daughter Kim Bradley resides in
Vernal with her husband Jim and
thair children, Kim remembers her

er’'s cooking and sewing talents

d her involvement with many out-
gide projecis, inclgd}i:g nu::;lerous
church callings an r position as
thairman of the Miss Utah Pageant
and being a hostess for the Miss

rica Pageants.

Alton and Cheryl met many people

their business, who would later

ma a part of their huge humani-

{tarian afforts. The Thackers went to |
{Mexico many times with profession- |
| alsin the optometrist field, inclading |

[_-Dr. Scott Kowallis of the Roosevelt
Visig: Clinie. i
one particulartrip, Alton asked
fellow friend and humanitarian Ed
Whetton of New Mexica, about the
|-work he was doing to help the needy
there at Christmas time. Ed told him
‘that he was trying to help over 120
famiiies for the holiday. And that in
Mexico, it wasn’t help with toys and
goodies, but with survival items like
food, clothing, blankets, and personal
shygiene items. He told Alton that he
was trying to gather a couple of sew-
ing machines together to give to the
families sothey could help themselves
make the needed items.

sajd to her, *Do you know who I am?
I'mSanta Claus! Santa Claus on sum-
mer vacation,” Laler out of earshot,
my daughter said to me, “Mama, ishe
really Santa Claus?" I looked down
into her wondering little face with
her eyes all aglow, and said “Yes,
honey, he truly is the real Santa
Claus!”

Anyane wishes more information
about the Tiny Tim Foundation can
contact the Thacker's at: Tiny Tim’s
Foundation, 8750 South Oakwood
Park Circle, Sandy, Ut. 84094 — 1-
B01-566-0604. They welcome any
church, civic or humanitarian dona-
tions.

Alton’s daughter Kim, said that | | o

Ed was hoping for five or six ma- | |

chines, but her dad got busy and
through donations, he gathered close
to one hundred machines. She said

'that it really touched something deep |
/inside of him — a life-long desire to

help others,

They formed the Tiny Tim Foun-
|dation, a humenitarian effort aiding
the needy. And that desire burns
bright today. Alton and Cheryl make
ahout ten trips a years from their

yome in Sandy, to Casa Grandes,
fexico, a town of 125,000 residents,
g a trailers with much needed
ems like wheelchairs, medical equip-
1ent, furniture, school desks and
hairs, coats and bedding. They have
pent countless hours soliciting and
ienretrieving medical supplies from
enerousdoctors, dentists and health
ire businesses.
|'With the help of other volunteers,
18y have built a hospital with up-
ited equipment in an area that was
i unbelievably bad condition. Even
hen Aiton suffered a major heart
itack, the Thackers marched on,
Kim said that her dad’s newest
is to start a “Happy Factory”
organization of volunteers who
make wooden toys for children
laces where toys are an unobtain-
luxury. Alton and Cheryl and
y of their children and grand-
dren are in Mexico this Christ-
18, spreading the real message of
mce on earth and good will to men.
Just two people, who inspire their
lenda and their families to clean out
_ |pir closets regularly and give what
3y can, doing what they can to make
juge difference in the lives of oth-
1

Years ago, at the family reunion,
tle Alton gathered my tiny daugh-
up in his arms. He ran her little
gers through his snowy white

rd. As she giggled with delight, he
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CIB approves funding list

Thestate Community Impact
Board approved more than $2.5
million in grants and loansa for
projects in Altamont, Roosevelt
and Vernal during its Sept. 2
meeting.

Altamont was awarded a
$526,200 grant and a $527,000
zero-percent interest loan to be
paid in 30 years. The funds will
be used to replace 7,600 linear
feet of sewer line, 856 sswer con-
nections and 28 manholes,

The upgraded area will
include Uintah Basin Medical
Center’sclinic in Altamont, both
achools in the town, the LDS
church and many businesses.

Roosevelt received a $500,000
grant and a $360,000 zero-per-

cent interest loan to be paid in
30 years. The funds will provide
a system of major transmission
lines to feed major secondary
water users by connecting the
Big Sand Wash Pipeline at La-
goon Street and 1000 West. After
construction of the pipeline, the
surface streets will barestored to
preexisting conditions.

The Uintah County Municipal
Building Authority wasapproved
for more than $700,000in grants
and loans for mandated upgrades
at the Vernal Regional Airport.

The building authority re-
ceived a $711,000 zero-percent
loan to be paid over 20 yesra to
install a specialized perimeter
fence around the airport. The

fence will prevent wildlife from
entering the property, which
has proven to be a lisbility and
a danger to aircraft.

A $7,600 grant will also be
ueed for a storm water study
at the airport and will analyze
and assess the need of potential
upgrades to meet new state
Department of Environmental
Quality requirements for storm
water containment.

The CIB awards grants and
low-interest loansto cities, towns
and countiesimpacted by mining
and the extraction of oil and gas
on federal land, Projects funded
bytheboard areintended to ben-
efit rural Utah by creating safer,
more livable communities.
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Watkins new Altamont mayor

By Aldon Rachele

Clyde Watkins, 46, is the new
mayor of Altamont after he was
sworn in last month. He replaces
Chip Allred, who passed away
after suffering a heart attack Aug.
12. Alired had replaced ex-mayor,
Travis Mitchell, who moved out
of the Altamont city limits.

“I have been a councilman for
over 12 years, and when I was
asked to become mayor I gladly
accepted. I have always enjoyed
assisting people,” said Watkins,
who provides technical assistance
to cities, towns and home owners’
associations in his position with
Rural Water Association of Utah.

Watkins is going from a
councilman’s responsibilities in-
volving assigned tasks to one of
overseeing all departments as
mayor. The mayor is paid $250 a
month, but the money isn't why
Watkins took the office.

“I took the position of mayor
for the satisfaction of community
gervice,” he said. “I appreciate
how the council and citizens from
our small town always come to-
gether and work on each issue
that is placed before them. I hope
they will continue to work as a

group in the future as they have

in the past.”

Watkins views being mayor as
a learning experience.

“I have a chance to view things
and see it from the whole instead
of as an individual councilman,”

Lk

NEW MAYOR-Clyde Watkinsis
the new mayor of Altamont. He is
pictured with his grandson and
Yankee fan, Kaden.

he said.

Mayor Watkins reported that
a secondary water system for
Altamont is almost compete and a
new street light system was re-
cently installed. They are in the
process of removing the old poles.
The Altonah Book Club contrib-
uted $4,000 for new Christmas
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decorations, which will hang from
the new light fixtures.

He is married to Rosean, who
works for Home Health in
Roosevelt. They have two chil-
dren and besides spending time
with them, Clyde likes to assist
Rosean with the yard.

“I like to hunt as a family in
the outdoors. I also love to work
with my hands and build things.
Over the last few years I have
made changes in our home
through remodeling,” he said.

Altamont also has two new
councilmen, Larry Henry and
Robert Gordon. Other members
of the town council are Matt
Melinkovich and Brian Thacker.
Melinkovich runs Matt's Grill in
Altamont and Speedy Satellite.
Thacker is a seminary teacher at
Altamont High School, and Henry
is Altamont Elementary School's
principal. Gordon works for the
state, specializing in teacher train-
ing. Henry and Gordon were
sworn in last Wednesday.

The town council meets once a
month on the second Wednesday.
Anyone who wants to contact the
new mayor can call him at 454-
4650 or his cell phone at (801)
360-0312. '
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Confrontation mars
Altamont ‘bike race

By Geoff Liesik
Uintah Basin Standard

It was supposed to be a fun event
for kids — & hike race on Main Street
in Altamont.

Instead, the kick-off event for the
annual Longhorn Days celebration
last Monday led to a confrontation
of sorts between the race’s organizer
and Duchesne County Sheriff Travis
Mitchell.

Mitchell said he was informed
that state Road 36, which serves ag
Altamont’s Main Street, had been
blocked for the race and went to in-
vestigate.

“I'd already told my sergeants
that when we got the call (from the
race organizer) we were not going to
let them have the bike race on Main
Street,” Mitchell told the Uintah Ba-
gin Standard on Friday. “But wedidn’t
get the call to have that discussion

Jenny Dixon, who has organiz_ed
the race for four years, ma}ntams
that she did contact Central Dispatch
in advance to request that sheriff’s
deputies come shut down the road
as they had in years past. She said
a dispatcher put her in contact with
someone she believed was a deputy
and she relayed her request.

But when race time came and
no one showed up to provide traffic
control, Dixon said she enlisted the
help of a few volunteers and closed
the road, creating a small detour
around the race route, and got the
event underway. :

Dixon said she didn’t recogmze
Mitchell, who was not in uniform,
when he approached her just as the
fina! race was about to begin.

“All of a sudden this guy is there
and he’s yelling at me,” Dixon said.
“He was like, ‘What right do you have

with them.”

SEE BIKF: RACE on page 4
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Continued from page 1

to do this?'”

Dixon said when she told
Mitchell she had OK'ed the
road closure with the sheriff's
office he responded, “I am the
sheriff's department.”

“It was just such a shock,”
Dixon said. “I just kept think-
ing, “Who are you?' ... When
he handed me his card and I
read, ‘Travis Mitchell,” then
I knew who he was, but that
was practically at the end of
the conversation.”

The brouhaha drew the
attention of most people at
the race, including Longhorn
Days organizers Marilyn Winn
and Kristi Sorensen, who both
talked to the sheriff. Winn said
Mitchell appeared to be so an-
gry that she “thought hi? head

was going to explode.”

“He was a first-class jerk,”
she said, adding that Mjtchell
left Dixonin tears. “Althe cared
about was his story.”

Mitchell admits to being
“pretty direct” during hisinter-
actions with Dixon, Sorensen
and Winn.

“ButIwasn’t yellingorany-
thinglikethat,” thesheriffsaid.
“Marilyn and those guys got
defensive immediately because
they felt like we let them down
because we hadn’t showed up.
It kind of escalated real fast
there.”

Mitchell said he was able
to determine that Dixon's call
for the road closure had been
routed to a Utah Highway
Patrol trooper, not a sheriff’s
deputy, because the road she
was seeking to close for the
race is a state road. He added
that the Utah Department of
Transportation has informed
sheriffe throughout the state
that closing down state roads
and highways for eventsshould
be something that happens on
a very limited basis. _

“Locally, we try not to block
these roads except for parades
or other large events that are
well attended by the publicand

cannot be practically held in
other areas,” Mitchell said in
a letter sent to the Standard.
“Small events, such as bike
races, that require complete
blockage of the road, and that
havemuch smaller attendance,
need to be held on side roads,
such as city streets or county
roads.

“I'vebeentryingtoget them
to move it off Main Street for
years because it really doesn’t
have that big of a crowd,”
Mitchell said. “For the amount
of people that are watching
that, compared to shutting the
highwey down, it’s just not a
practical situation.”

Winn said she told the sheriff
that race organizers had no
problem taking their event off
Main Street in the future, but
that she did have a problem
with the way he handled the
situation.

“We had no idea this was
illegal,” she said. “We had gone
through the proper channels.
We thought we had officers who
had agreed to come.”
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Road closures |,
require notice -

Dear Editor,

This past week a bike race
washeld inoneofour communi-
ties. The organizers called our
dispatch center for officers to
block traffic, but none showed
up. At that time the organizers
went aheadandblocked astate
highway and held the race.

I was informed and went to

‘check on the situation.

I informed the organizers
that they were in violation
of state law for blocking a
highway, but since they were
almost done, [ let them finish

the race and did not issue any |
of the citations that certainly |

could have been issued.
In the process, 1 upset sev-
eral people for which I did, and

Havingthese eventson mai
thorpughfares is not practica?
nor is it fair to the mntoring'
public that are not involved.
Where possible we always try
te provide an alternate route
when we have parades.

The main thingis that there
must be peace officers there to
bloS:k the roads, otherwise it is
a violation of the law, -

We will try to be as Bup-
portive as possible for thege
events, hut there are a couple
of things that I would ask,
Please do not wait until the

day of the event and then call

do apologize. [ believe that it
would have been more upset-
ting to haveshut therace down

and issued citations, which |
y would have required a trip to |

court and a possible fine.
What | believe needs to be

addressed here, for the public

and specifically for individuals

thatareinvolved in orgunizin% 1

events, are some things that
hope will be helpful.

The first is that events held
on state highways create some
gpecific problems and are gov-
erned by state law. The ability
to block off a state road is very
limited and cannot be done by |
just anyone that wants to. As |
ourstateandcounty population |
has grown, there have been |

more events on the state roads |
which have caused UDOT to |

place more limitations on that |

happening.

these roads except for parades
or other large events that are

and cannot be practically held
in other areas. Small events,
such as bike races, that require
complete blockage of the road,
and that have much smaller
attendance, need tobe held on
side roads such as city streets
y or county roads.

e o g g AW M b W W

Locally, we try not to block i

well attended by the public |

dispatch to request officers to
assist, as was the case in the
above situation. We need to be

able to ensure that we havean

adeqguate number of offi
deal with the event. e
Ingheeventdescribedabove
the dJ.spatchers thought that
since it was a state highway, a
state UHP officer should be the
one to contact, The organizer
wasputin touch withan officer
in Vernal, but no information
was relayed over here to Duch-
esne County.
. What needsto happenisthat
if our officers are needed for an
event, call the sheriff's office
in Duchesne at 435-738-2015.
Inform them that you have an
eventand whatitisand request
officers to assist. They will get
your name and number and
one of our supervisors will call
back and get the information
that we need.
¥ Agnin.. please call a week
or more in advance. It is also
important to know that there
:.rge dj.t:f‘erept lag enforcement
gencies in the Basin, a
dgspatched out of the Vem;i
dispatch center. The agency
ggev;ng Juﬁs;l:‘iction over the
concerned is the one
needs to be contacted. -
Organizers of events to be
held on any public street or
highway should step back and
!onk at how their plans would
impact the general public that
may ‘be traveling through, or
not involved in their event.
Again, we will be as supportive
as we possibly can if we know
about an event and have time
to [I)l;lm for it,
ope this clarifi i
little, P Sl
Travis R. Mitchell
Duchesne County Sheriff
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SCAVENGER’S PARADISE — The rural setting of the Treasure ‘Empo-
rium consignment shop in the old Nelson-Ricks Creamery doesn’t bother
owner Catherine McDonald. She and her family moved to Altamont when
they felt Heber City was getting to be too big. All kinds of goodies can be
found in the country store.

BARGAIN HUNTING IN THE BASIN
Country store offers
hidden treasures

" By Karen Ady

No one wants to be called a cheap-
skate, but we're all looking for ways
to save a few bucks. Searching for a
never-used saddle or a closeout set of
china? Discount jewelry or free used
clothing? The Treasure Emporium
has those and other cheap thrills
that will allow you to live large and
spend small.

Housed in the old Nelson-Ricks
Creamery in Altamont, the Treasure
Emporiumis a country store-flavored
consignment shop with an eclectic

inventory of one-of-a-kind treasures.

Owner/ operator Catherine
McDonald, her husband Kelly and
their four kids, purchased the his-
toric old building three years ago for
the sweeping square footage. Kelly
needed a shop for his construction
business and furniture making side-
line. “I was thinking ‘we really need
a place to showcase his work,” Cathy
says. -

Kelly’s furniture sold so quickly
that there was soon plenty of room
for other artists to bring their prod-
ucts to sell and a small business was

[ Jeene 22009

|
1
born. 11

The family had to move a 6,500
pound dairy tank out of the former
creamery to make room for
handecrafted furniture, antiques, t-
shirts and art. They even made a
space for a free clothing exchange.

Cathy charges a flat ten percent
commission on everything but cloth-
ing. Instead of trying to make a buck
off other people’s discarded Gap
jeans, Cathyjust wantsto bringthose
who need clothes together with those
who have extra. Her only stipulation
is that everything be in good condi-
tion.

Nearly everything in the store is
brought in by local craftsmen or
people who just want to sell their
used belongings without the hassle
ofhaving ayard sale. Painted wooden
signs, doll furniture, books, videos:
and houseplants fill the shelves and
tables of the makeshift showroom.

Under the expansive roof of the
steel building are handmade, rea-
sonably priced items that in other
types of stores can cost big bucks.

Area artisans have found that con-
signment shops are the perfect place
to display their work. A Duchesne
County teen made enough money
from the wooden quilting frames
which he makes and sells at Trea-
sure Emporium to buy a used car.
Now the proceeds from his quilting
frame sales go to pay for car insur-
ance and gas.

Antiques are a hot item these days
and Cathy says they sell fast. But
there is always plenty of new furni-
ture to browse through. Rustic lawn
furniture sits beside an oak quilt
rack. Shelves of kitchenware are off-
set by old lamps.

Framed oil paintings are hung
under large samples of wall murals |
that the artist will ‘customize to fit |
any decor. Items range from cut-
price dollar store items up to the
pricey-ended curved front antique
dresser. :

A recent home and garden show
held at the Treasure Emporium
turned the usually sleepy country
store intoa Mecca for Saturday shop-
pers around the Basin. Pony rides,
concessions and tented booths en-
dured breezy weather that eventu-
ally disintegrated into a spring hail-
storm.
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T IT'S |.0V 0 ONIDENCE
Couple comes to earth together

for a match made 1n heaven

By Karen Ady

It'sbheen said there's nosuch thing
as a coincidence. And that seems to
be the case with Val and Lucy Timo-
thy, an Altamont couple who share
the same birthday and have been
married over 50 years. They were
delivered on the same day in the
same hour by the same doctor but
they don't consider it a coincidence.

The two didn’t meet for 17 years
after they were born, not until Val
was injured in an auto accident in
August of 1950. After lying uncon-
scious for nine days, he returned to
school two weeks late in September.

"We jumped from
' heaven holding hands.”

Their first contact was when Lucy
went to a football game in Roosevelt
where Altamont was playing. She
was in the principal’s office with her
friend when she met the still bald-
headed Val.

Their first date was at a UBIC
dance. It was Oct. 6, 1950, and Val
had just been released from the LDS
Hospital where he had to have a
silver plate placed over the holein his
skull. They went to the famous Fred
and Kelly's drive-in there in Salt
Lake where the food was served by
roller skating waitresses, and that’s
where they were engaged.

Val asked Lucy when her birth-
day was. Whensheanswered July 17,
1933, Val started laughing and said
hiswasJuly 17,1933, but she thought
he was teasing. After reviewing their

birth certificates they found their
birthe were even in the same hour.
Lucy was 40 minutes older so Val
always teases that his wife “robbed
the cradle.”

The story goes that James and
Vivian Powell of Bluebell were bleased

-

Lucy Powell

Val Timothy

IT WAS MEANT TOE
the same birthday, in th

. Timothy, an Altamont ¢

with a beautiful baby daug
at'5 p.m. The baby was d
a midwife but there wert
tions with the birth whic
that someonerunto Then
where theonly phone was
Dr. Lorraine Miles.
Meanwhile Dr. Miles 1
livered a bouncing baby |
Presley and Clara Ti
Roosevelt at 5:40 p.m. but
diately for Bluebell to t:
Mrs. Powell. Who would
thought that these two be
someday meet, fall in love
family of their own?
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your love was meant to be when you get"engaged and find out you have

- the same birthday, in the same hour and the same doctor attended your births. That's the case with Val and Lucy
1 Timothy, an Altamont couple whose love is no coincidence. They will both turn 70 on July 17.

with a beautiful beby daughter, Lucy,
at 5 p.m. The baby was delivered by
a midwife but there were complica-
tions with the birth which required
that someone run to Thernings Store
where the only phone was and eall for
Dr. Lorraine Miles.

Meanwhile Dr. Miles had just de-
livered a bouncing baby boy, Val, to
Fresley and Clara Timothy of
Roosevelt at 5:40 p.m. but left imme-
diately for Bluebell to take care of
Mrs. Powell. Who would have ever

Y | thought that these two babies would

someduy meet, fall in love and havea
family of their own?

The Timothys married in 1951
and three years later Val was called
to an LDS mission to the Central
States. He answered the call to serve
his church and left Lucy with two
young daughters. Lucy got a job at
Mountain Bell to help the family
make ends meet.

Now the parents of seven chil-
dren, 32 grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren, the Timothys live in
Altamont where they relocated when
Valretired 11 years ago. For 32 years
Val was a foreman and quality con-
tral specialist at Hercules, Ine. in
Bacchus, Utah, building missiles
during the cold war with Russia.

Lucy worked outside the home as
o bookkeeper and medical assistant
for many years, as well as teaching
preschoal when her children were
young. Designing and decorating for
her family and friends has been a
favorite pastime.

The importance of a strong, en-
during marriage is something Lucy

likes to pass along to her children
and grandchildren. “I always tell
them that marriage is the most im-
portant decision in their lives and it
isa majorcommitment. It's the foun-
dation of a family that makes a na-
tion strong. Sure marriage is a risk
and it requires a lot of work and
constant care, but the rewards are
great and the end will be better than
the beginning. Don’t have a long
memory, try to forget and forgive.”

Lucyclaimsthatsheand Valaren't
one bit alike and yet they enjoy doing
the same things. They both put the
interests of the other before their
own creating a harmony in their re-
lationship. Lucy gives the credit to
Val, “he's not very hard to please.”

Their daughter Valerie sums up
the family's belief that the unusual
circumstances surrounding their
parents birth was not an accident.
“My dad always said, ‘We jumped
from heaven holding hands.™
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Roberts are Longhorn Days grand marshals

Dee and Minnie Lue Roberts
have been selected this year as
the grand marshalsfor Altamont
Longhorn Days, the annual 24th
of July celebration,

Dee was born in Roosevelt,
to Ray and Thelma Roberts on
July 24,1933. He graduated from
Roosevelt High School in 1951
and entered the Navy during the
Korean War, where he served four
years.

Minnie Lue Jessen was born
to Lee and Florence Jessen on
January 29, 1934, She graduated
from Altamont High School in
1952, She was employed at the
Commercial Bank of Utah for
several years, at which time she
moved to Salt Lake City and
was employed at Blue Cross and
Blue Shield. Thecouplemet
1958 and married on August 22
of that

The Roberts bought a home
in Salt Lake City and lived there
with their two daughters, Maxie
and Diana. Dee was employed at
Capital Chevrolet. In 1967 they
decided to moveback to the Basin
and purchased Mohlman's Store
in Altamont. The Roberts madeit
their goal to enlarge and improve
the store until it was considered
one of the nicest shopping areas
in the vicinity.

During this time the couple
became certified as EMTs and
Dee was the fire chief. They
were instrumental, along with
the rest of the community, in
helping raise funds for a new fire
engine.

Dee has served as Sunday
School superintendent, Elders
Quorum president, bishop for
seven years, and stake president
for nineyearsinthe LDS Church.
He now serves as the Altamont
Stake patriarch.

Dee and Minnie Lue Roberts are the 2007 Altamont Longhom
Days grand marshals.

Minnie Lue has also served in
many Church callings.

In 1891, the Roberts retired
from the store. It was purchased
by Doug and Sandra Swasey. At
this time the Roberts started
their own trucking company.
They were also temple workers
in the Vernal Temple.

In 1999 they were called
to serve for 19 months in the
Durban South Africa Mission.

This was one of the highlights of
their life. Since returning from
their mission, the Roberts have
been enjoying life in Altamont
and continued their work in the
temple. |

The Roberts are the proud |
grandparentsofseven grandchil-
drenand 11 great grandchildren.
Their greatest joy in life is spend-
ing time with their family and
friends.
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By Preston McConkie

Altamont’sannual Longhorn
Days will still include its tradi-
tional bull-riding and animal
roping in July, despite the pos-
sibility the Altamont Roping
Club’s arena sits partially on a
class-B county road.

That was the only clear deci-
sion to come out of a meeting
last Monday morning between
nine club members and Duch-
esne County Commissioners
Rod Harrison and Kirk Wood.
Meanwhile, county workers are
digging through paperwork and
club members are quizzing lo-
cal old-timers for evidence that
the arena may have been built
before the north-south road that
approaches it.

“For now we'll just keep going
the way we've been going,” said
Harrison, near the end of the

B

'3

arena?

meeting. “If it is a public road,
then we've just been allowing
you guys to be using it, and we
could shut it down any time we
want to. Let's just keep allowing
it for this year.”

Commissioners said they had
no personal desire to force the
ropingclubtoremovebull chutes
and holding pens that encroach
on the road under its current
classification. Weeks earlier, be-
lieving the arena was owned by
Altamont Town, the county had
discussed buying the property,
which adjoins a county gravel
pit, then using it asa community
rodeo facility.

That plan fell through when
the grouplearned the ground was
private property of the roping
club.

Like many public-use proper-

SEE ARENA on page 4
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Duchesne County Commission Chairman Rod Harrison and County Roads Director Glen Murphy look over a road classification
map with Trent Richins and Grady Taylor, president and vice president of the Altamont Roping Club, during the commission’s
morning work session last Monday. A complaint from an Altamont resident had led the commission to warn the club its roping
arena was built in the right-of-way of a county B road, but the road's status is now in doubt.
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Dr. Swasey honored by CEU
for numerous accomplishments

College of Eastern Utah in Price
celebrated their 65th anniversary
with a recognition dinner and dance
on Sept. 20. Drew Swasey, formerly
of Altamont was named one of the
aDistinguished Alumni of the De-
cades.zl-ﬁswifeMelissaClarkSwasey
accepted the award because he was
training in Texas and was unable to
attend. Melissa was also recognized

as
a former student body officer.

Captain Drew N. Swasey M.D.
attended schools in Altamont, Utah.
In high schoal Drew played football
and was a wrestler for four years. He
was named Athlete of the year dur-
inghissenior year, Drew was awarded
a Presidential Scholarship at CEU.
Beforegraduatinghe servedanL.D.S.
mission in the Philippines. He re-
coived his Associates degree form
College of Eastern Utah in 1996,

Drew worked as a wild fire fighter
during the summers. He became a
member of the Logan Hotshot crew.
He was given the Hotshot of the
Year? award while there and also
earned special recognition from
USDA for a safety plan that he co-
authored for Hotshot crews.

He received his Bachelors of Sci-
ence degree from Utah State Univer-
sity in Logan in 1998. He was ac-
cepted ns a student at Uniformed
Services University of the Health
Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland.

Drew joined the Air Force afterhe
was accepted as a student at USHSS
and graduated from that institution
in May of 2002. - Dr. Swasey com-
pleted his medical internshipin Gen-
eral Surgery with 74th Medical
Group.WrightPatersonAFBinDay-
ton, Ohio.

He is now training in aerospace
medicine in San Antonio, Texas and
will agsume duties with the 34th
Fighter Squadron at Hill Air Force
Bage as a flight surgeon on Oct. 1.
Drew now resides in Layton with his
wife Melissa and their 13- month-old
daughter Mia. 3

MAKING HIS MARK— Former
Altamont High graduate Dr. Drew
Swasey was honored as the Distin-
guished Alumni of the Decades by
the College of Eastern Utah. Swasey
will assume his duties as a flight
surgeon at Hill Airforce Base next
month. He and his wife Melissa
Clark live in Layton and havea 13-

*. month old daughter. He is the son
of Dixie Swasey.




Marett set to check out

at Altamont

By Geoff Liesik

When Edythe Marett first set foot in the
library at Altamont Elementary School five
decades ago it was simply filled with books and
magazines,

Now the small room with its meticulonsly
cataloged shelves has a row of gleek Apple com-
putersthatsit, gleaming white, on desks arrayed
along one wall. Marett, who will retire from
her post as Altamont Elementary’s librarian
and media specialist when the final bell rings
this Friday, has lived through the technological
revolution thathdsseen bookssupplemented by
filmstrips, which were replaced by VHS tapes
then DVDs and now micro-flash drives.

“I confess that I feel I am more of a librar-
ian than I am & media specialist,” said Marett,
who dabbed the moist corners of her eyes with
a handkerchief throughout an interview last
Tuesday night following a school activity, “T
didn’t cut my teeth on computers like teachers
now.”

Marett began her career with the Duchesns
County School District in the 1850s as an Eng-
lish and business teacher at Duchesne High

Elementary

inatituted a policy that put a certified teacher-
librarian in each school in the district.

Marett had grown up around books. When
her grandparents’ neighbors had to move back
to Virginia, Marett’s grandfather putchased all
their books. She was always visiting the house
to get something new to read. ;

“It seemed like a gift from heaven when I
was offered the opportunity to be a librarian,”
Marett said, “although I enjoyed being a high
school teacher when I was there,™

The new job required the fiedgling librarian
to continue her education above the certifica-
tionashe'd earned to teach high school. She had
tobecoms & certified elementary school teacher.
She also needed various library science courses
to round out her training.

Marett took classes at universities in Salt
Lake City, Provo, and Seattle. She also spent
countless hours working on correspondence
courses from Texas Tech. But the part that
intrigued her the most were the travel study
tripsthat have taken her to at least 25 countries
around the world.

Mearett has had the opportunity to visit
Russia on several occasions, seeing the country
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Explosion rocks Altamont

By Sveve Puno
spuro@ubmedia.biz

ALTAMONT - An over-
night explosion at an EP
Energy well location about
a mile from Altamont
destroyed the tank battery
associated with the well
site.

The blast shook houses
and rattled residents of
the rural community in
Duchesne County’s Upper

Country around 12:15 a.m.

Tuesday morning, July 16.

Joe Sager, Production
Manager for EP Energy’s
Altamont Operations, said
the explosion remains
under investigation at this
time.

“We.are assuming a
lightning strike hit the
tank battery and caused
the explosion,” Sager said.
“One tank was completely
displaced from its location
and we suspect it was the
tank which took the direct
hit.”

Downtown Altamont
resident Mystie Taylor
reported that the blast felt
as if someone had run into
her home.

Both Sager and Art
Pike, EP Energy Com-
munication and Com-
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No one was injured, and no other property was damaged when
this tank battery exploded early Tuesday morning.

munity Relations Officer
(Houston), were thankful
for the rapid response of
the Upper Country Fire
Department in getting the
fire under control.

“Qur gratitude and
praise for the first respond-
ers,” Pike said. “They were
able to quickly get the fire
under control and extin-
guished.”

“No one was on loca-
tion when the incident

occurred,” Sager said, “Our
first priority is always the
safety of the community, its
regidents and cur person-
nel.

“There doesn’t appear to
be any impact to the local
community,” Pike said. “We
are moving forward with
the cleanup of the incident
and looking to mitigate any
environmental impacts.”

The incident remains
under investigation.
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By Steve Puro
spuro@ubmedia.biz

Carrie Fausett, the Family
and Consumer Science teacher
at Altamont High School and
advisor for the FCCLA at Al-
tamont HS, was named one of
the National Master Advisors
of the year by the Family, Ca-
reer, and Community Leaders
of America national office.

Fausett, a teacher with 28
years of expetience has worked
with FCCLA for 26 years. She
was one of five advisors nomi-
nated in the state of Utah who
are part of the 6400 teachers
who advise FCCLA nationally.

Over the past seven years
the Altamont chapter of the
FCCLA has sent students to
the natidnal competition every
year and the AHS group has
been a 4 star chapter member
for the past 12 years.

“I have some amazing kids
that do amazing projects,”
Fausett said. “They have to
research a project or topic and
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Carrie Fausett, teacher at Al-
tamont High School and advi-
sor for the FCCLA at Altamont
HS, was named one of the
National Master Advisors of
the year by the Family, Career,
and Community Leaders of
America national office. The
award will be presented on July
10 at the National Leadership
Conference,

then make a presentation about

what they have learned.”
Projects have included

cnergy drinks, children, com-

.fitness, to name a few.

munity service, interpersonal
communications and financial

Of the 30 or so annual
members in the groups, usually
there are 15 to 20 that compete.

“We have also competed
and won in Parliamentary
Procedures 100,” Fausett said.

Fausett enjoys the support
of school administration in her
cfforts in the FCCLA.

“She is amazing,” AHS
principal John Huitt said, “It
seems like every year we have
one or two students who quali-
fy for nationals in FCCLA. It's
all due to her. She is always
here and always working with
the kids. She does a phenom-
cnal job.”

Fausett downplays the
attention from the award, but
Huitt says it was a timely rec-
ognition.

“Not only have we recog-
nized her work, but now she is
being recognized nationally for
the hard work she does,” Huitt

said. “It is well deserved.”

UﬁS

Fausett earns national FCCLA
recoghition for excellence
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Fire crews from Altamont and Roosevelt

Friday.

DUSTIN HUGHES, UINTAH BASIN STANDARD

worked to fight a fire at the Altamont High School

FIRE BREAKS OUT AT ALTAMONT HIGH SCHOOL

0ld gym catches fire while

students out on spring break

By Dustin Huéﬁes ;
Uintah Basin Standard

ALTAMONT - An appar-
ent construction accident
caused a fire at Altamont
High School Friday. Damage
was limited to a gymnasium
that was already slated to be
demolished, and no students
were in danger as the school
was on spring break, said Al-
tamont Fire ChiefGreg Miles.

It happened shortly after
noon Friday, Miles gaid.

He gaid crews weretearing
down the old gymnasium at
the high school, when a spark
from their equipment caught
the roof on fire.

“They were actually get-
ting ready to bring it down,”

Altamont Principal John
Huitt said of the building
that caught fire. He said the
old gymnasium wasn't being
used any more.

The fire was not going to
keep school from reopening
Monday after spring break,
Huitt said.

Most of the damage was
toithe exterior of the old gym
roof, Miles said. He said the
construction was such that
there were several layers of
material firefighters had to
cut through to douse the fire.

Altamont High School is
the scene of massive construc-
tion of a new high school
complex. '

The new school buildings
werenot damaged. Miles said.

He said firefighters were fo-
cusedon containing the blaze
so that it did not damage the
new buildings.

“We definitely don’t want
itin thatnew schoal,” he said.

. “In the grand scheme of
things, nobody got hurt, and
ifany part of the building was
going to catch fire, this was
the one,” Huitt said. He said
the new construction didn’t
look as though it had been
affected by the flame.

“We werereal lucky there,”
Huitt said. “That's the ulti-
mate thing — that nobody got
hurt.”

Firefighters from Roos-
evelt responded with aladder
truck to provide aid, Miles
said.
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Altamont Fire Chief Greg Miles, left, and Duchesne County Emergency Management Director

Mike Lefler, far right, stand with 30-year firefighting veterans Verl Tucker and Rudy Munsen, who
were honored for their service at the Wednesday’s meeting of the Altamont Town Council.

Firefighters honored for 30 years’ service

3y Preston McConkie

commemorating 30 years' public tamont Fire Truck Committee
service each to four firefighters was formed on May 5, 1977, and
Altamont Fire Chief Greg at Wednesday’s meeting of the when the actual volunteer fire
vliles got choked up and teary- Altamont Town Council. association was formed the fol-
syed as he presented four plaques Miles recalled that the Al- lowing year, it wasjoined by Verl
e e Tucker, Rudy Munsen, Lewis

— ~  Fanssett and Dee Roberts.

“These ara four guys who
were there from the beginning,
and werethere aver since,” Miles
said. ;

Since that time Miles said
the association has bright green
trucksinstead of red trucks, more
powerful water pumps, better
safety equipment, and a new fire
~  station built in 2002, But many
things remain the same.

“We train together the same,
we put our pants on the same
way,” Miles said. “We still hurty
to the fire and put the wet stuff
on the red stuff.” :

Roberts was unable to attend
the ceremoriy, as was Faussett,
who says he hopes fo rejoin the
association after he returns from
an 18-month LDS mission in
Nauvoo, 1L

Tucker recalled in the 1980s
when the department upgraded
from notifving firefighters by
telephone calling-tree, toissuing

each of them pagers.

“The first time I had that
pager I went out on a church hay
ride,” Tucker said. “The whole
time I was on that tractor, I was
thinking, if that pager went off,
how would I ever get back?”

Fortunately there was no fire
page that night.

Duchesne County Emergency
Management Director Mike
Lefler attended the meeting and
passed on the thanks and good
wishes of the Duchesne County
Commissign. ,  , =y

“I've been in the fire service
for a few years,”Lefler said.
“Not; as long as these guys, but
long enough to appreciate what
they’ve done. I want to express
my thanks and appreciation.”

Miles said that, while there
are still 14 firefighters in the
Altamontdepartment, “wecould
really use more active mem-
bers.”
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ormer Altamont basketball
anch Keith. Stanworth plans
to publish his life story, which
will include stories about his
coaching days at Altarrlont.

llay bare foot in the game,” he
aid.

According to the Uintah
3nsin Standard, Stanworth
eplaced Rodney Tuller as head
»asketball coach at Altarmont
figh School. (Actual last
jame is Tueller, who was head
sasketball coach at Utah State
University from 1979 to 1988
with o 136-71 record — took
USU to two NCAA meets).

“It was hard to replace
such a well-known coach at

Altamont in Tueller. He mqw:d \
+om Altamont to Logan High
3chool and then coached at
USU. While at AHS he taugl_lt
drivers® education and his wife
did a dancing class,” said Stan-
worth. “When I first coached
at Altamont they had only 30
students.” :
Altamont also beat Tabiona
68-48 with Rust leading tl}e
way with 21 points and Billy
Jessen added 15. LeVere Fab.-
rizio was tops for Tabiona with
21 and Danny Fabrizio added

13.

Uintah Basin Standard
L

its old gym was in the foul
shooting area. We (Stanfield
and Bennett Josie, Tabiona’s
coach) ran the press and had
scores in the 90s because the
gym was so small. They had
the THS studentbody on 8
small stage behind the basket
and teams had a hard time

. shooting free throws with them

screaming,” said Stanworth
Stanworth recalls refer-
eeing games at Milford qnd
Porterville near Cedar City.
“The ladies had yarning
needles that they would poke
you in the leg and say ‘some-

thing bad’ about you,” he said.

The Longhorns lost to

Union 67-61 and to Uintah
70-55, Lance Luck led Union
with 24 and Richard Curry
had 22, Rust led AHS with 24.
The game was close until the
fourth quarter according to the
Standard,

Altamont knocked off
Duchesne 66-48 behind
Cartrette’s 22 points. Ronald
Tollefson led DHS with 20,
AHS beat Manila 78-50. Car-
trette led Altamont with 272,

Tabiona beat Altamont 73-
61 and Union beat the Long-

“Tabiona’s jump circle in

horns 57-45. Rust and Cartrette
led the way at 14 vs, Union.
Ruben Sixkiller netted 14 for
Union. Danny Fabrizio was the
top Tiger at 19 and Jessen led”
AHS with 14.

Uintah downed Aitamont
102-62 in the last game of the
season. Rust led Altamont with
18 points. Tabiona upset Union
61-59 behind LeVere Fab-
rizio’s 13 counters.

Altamont had to play
larger schools such as Union
and Uintah as there were only
Class A and B back then.
Altamont also played Manila,
Tabiona and Duchesne plus
practice games with teams
from Heber City, Price, Castle
Dale, Rangely, Colo., and other
schools.

“We won at Wasatch in He-
ber City and kicked the ‘heck’
out of them with the UCLA
press. My Altamont team was
short but quick. They were a
good, basketball team for little:
Altamont High School. We
beat Union one year, but Uin-

| tah's 6 foot 4 inch, 200 pound

Walker twins could beat us just
by themselves. Emery had two
6 foot, 7 inch twins and we
played them. Both teams took
state,” he said.

Stanworth also coached the
first wrestling team at Al-
tamont as well as baseball and
track plus gymnastics.

“One year we had a track
made for us in some pas-
ture Jand, which made the
land owner upset because he
couldn’t water it the way that
he had been doing in the past.
However, we had some kids
that went to the state meet that
year and did very well,” said
Stanworth.

After his years at Altamont
ht_: coached sports at Cedar
City Junior High and is proud
that they went gn to take state
at Cedar High School. He s

2 graduate of Hurricane High
School. He attended Dixie CgJ-
lege and Utah Stage University,

He got his masters from BYU,

“At Altamont my center

was 5 foot 11 and Thadn 6
f90t !0 player at the junior
high in Cedar City,” he said.

“I enjoyed coaching at A)-
tamont,”
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FUND RAISER TO DIG WATER WELLS
Altamont-area residents

send well-Wlshes to Afrlca

DA[LY CHORE Thls is a picture of a young girl
on her way to get water..She is accompanied by
friends. Even in cities much of the water comes from
wells or is trucked into their homes and stored in blg
plastic barrels. The most common way to store itisin |

5-gallon jugs. -

NOT SO-UP-TO-DATE EQUIPMENT — This is
the tri-pod that held the drill bit. Elder Tommy
Thacker is pictured.

HEADED TO MARKET — These young Nigerian girls are
carrymg food to market. Wateris carried much in the same way, but
water is usually held in jugs that are balanced on heads.

By Therena Morrill
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By Therena Morrili

Ninety American dollars can go a
long way in Africa, where many of
the. poorest countries in the world
arelocated. For $90, thelives of thou-
sands of African villagers were
changed forever —that wasfiveyears
agowhen humanitarian serviceagen-
cies drilled a fresh water well in the
little village of Nikkie in Nigeria.

Tom and Jean Thacker of
Altamont were serving a mission for
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints in Nikkie when the well
was drilled. Tom remembers how
difficult life for the villagers had been
before they had that fresh water
source,

“In the dry season, the women
would carry water five or gix miles a
day to take it back to their families,”
he said. “Now that one well provides
water for 5,000 people.”

Since returning home from their
mission four years ago the Thacker’s
have had a dream — to bring more
fresh ‘water sources te other poor
villages of South Africa. Now thathe &5 f :
is serving as Altamont Stake presi- : : i B
dent, fI‘om Thacker is in a position to READY TO GO — Elder Thackeray and Elder Thacker (nght) are
recruit help from the people of the  pictured at the site of the finished water well. This photo was taken on the

g}timdreonathtaks foprmsundaiion day that they finally got the well working. The water well must be hand-
aPresideﬁt Thacker said he chal-  Pumped, but it is still a modern convenience to villagers.
lenged the five Altamont-area wards [ :
toraise as much money as they could
by Nov.1. The funds will be given to
LDS Church Humanitarian Services,
earmarked for drilling projects. The
church’s humanitarian department
has agreed to be the executors of the
project.
. Janice Bird of the Bluebell Ward
ricture of a young girl  isexcited about the prospectsofhelp-
¢ is accompanied by ingathe_people of South Africa.
the water comes from Think of all those people who
ymes and stored in big ~ °0uld channel their energy differ-
AT A ently in their lives if they didn't have
1on way lo store 1t 15 10 & g, spend their time looking for clean
) watar she said. “It is such a great
o = aneednndwhatng'reat
service tobe ableto help
8 peopleinothercountries
improve themselves.”
) The Bluebell com-
munity ishostingan all-
M day fund raiser on Sat-

d urday, Sept. 18 at the [ _' Vet 3N ,{. o g
Bluebell Park. A full- { o e T FESR oL vl A
’ gl:ete o{‘ actei;itégs has MACH[NERY ThIS is the bll thal dnlled the well, The dnll was
| n plann earn . Most of the water located far from the
BN ey to send to Nikki wevillagesd by four men. Most of th wells are locat
4 to help fund construc- :
tion of new water wells. [ A |
Beginning at 9 a.m. B

there will be & yard sale,
followed by a baskethall
tournament at 3 p.m.,
games at 5 p.m. and a
Dutch oven cook-off at
6:30 p.m.Thecostof the
dinner is"$3 and it in-
cludes a full meal’
scones, dessert, and

- ho%emade rootbeel_'l. lAll
- These young Nigerian girls are  oftheofproceedswill go
ris carried much in the same way, but E’l the f;’and for drilling
hat are balanced on heads. O
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. ALTONAH RANGHER NAMED LEGENDARY COWBOY

Jessen Honored as Pioneering Cattleman

Veteran Duchesne County rancher Gary
Jessen will be honored as 2004’ Legendary
Cowboy by the Altamont” Longhorn Daya
celebration, the Upper Country’'sannual nod
to the July 24 state Pioneer Day holiday.

Tha 88-year-old Jessen ia well known for
his contributions to the locel and state beef
cattle indusiry. His influence g3 a breeder of
registered polled Herefords reached a na-

tional audience during the 1970s and 1980s.
Barnin

Roolovelt. and reared in Altoneh,
where he's ;l a lifetime resident, Jemn

; it * High' achool in
1954 Ha flned atatewida-attontion na nn

exceptinn high school basketball player.

Jessen's name sppeared uently in the

ul'T'heSt.andard The Salt Lake Tri-

ne and Deserat News as a member of the
state All-Star team.

He married the former Rosales Brown in
1657, and alongside his mother Florence
Jeasen, the newlyweds assumed responaibil-
ity for the family's ranching and dairy opera-
tion after the death of his l'uther. LeeJessen
in 1958. The elder Jessen was also & school
bus driver for the county at the time of his
death, a job that Gary also assumed and
continued for more than 20 years.

During the 1980s, Jessen expaned the
family ranch into & 1,200 acre and
began traveling the Western states to ac-
quire and build the first registersd pelled
Hereford herd in the area. As a compliment
to his commercial cow-calf operation, Jessen
pruvc::ied top guality bulls and heifers to area
ranches.

He waa the first purebred operator in the
state to embrace the emerging bovine ge-
netic engineering technology, placing sev-
eral top performing dams in the embryo
transplant program at Colorado Stute Uni-

versity. He was also a familiar face at the
Brigham Young University petformance test-
ing program, and his show cattle regularly
took top honors at the state and national
levels.

Attheheight of hisoperation's productiv-
ity in the polled Herelford business, Jessen
liquidated his herd of almost 500 cattle in
1981, shipping them to nine states and
Canada.

Like all dedicated cattlemen, Jesnen
couldn’t stay out of the businesa for long.

i@ now o unf'wmﬁeﬂ'm an-

- ageable herd size. He alsa continuea ta aper-

ate a smali commercial cow-calf herd

Among hia peera in the cattle businesas,
Jessen enjoys a stellar reputation as an hon-
est businessman with a keen eye for quality
and a progresaive philosophy. Hia friends,
neighbors and cuutomeru routinely seek
CGary's advice and rel dy on hissharp ranching
inatincta to guide an anhance many of their
own business

Hia Alton rnnch is often cited as an
example of an efficient, well-maintained g
eration, and he's a stickler for meticulously
mended fences and being & good neighbor.
Hacurrently operates his Benchmark Angus
ranch with daughter Gina and a son-in-law
Chad Stevenson and their three children.
The Jessens have been honored twice aa
the Duchesne County Cattlemen's Associa-
tion Cattlemnan of the Year, and Gary served
as the president of the Utah Polled Herelord
Association. TheJessens have alsobeen twice
recognized by theSoil Congervation District,
among other honors.
Gary and Rosalee share four children, eight
grandchildren and are expacting their sixth
great-grandchild in October.
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Altamont High celebrates Class of 2017

-
Altamont High School bid farewell to the Class of 2017 at their commencement exercises od Friday, May 26, at Altamont High Marissa Goodrich and Jasmine Hall take & selfie before the
Schaool. start of the Aitamont Graduation Ceremony Friday evening.

Jasmine Hall shows her surpnse when she gets to the end of  Seniors atAltamont High School spenttimegettingreadybefore  Salutatonan Shaylee Rowley finishes off her speech with a
the graduation line and realizes her brother |sthereto greether,  thelr commencemen! exerdses on Friday, May 26. dance al the Altamont High School graduation ceremony on
Jory Hall has been away serving in the United States Air Force. Friday, May 26
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Altamont High Schoal bid farewell to the Class of 2017 at thelr commencement exercises on Friday, May 26, at Altamont High Marissa Goodrich and Jasmine Hall take a selfie before the
School start of the Altamont Graduation Ceremony Friday evening

Jasmine Hall shows her surprise when she getsto the end of SeniorsatAltamont High Schodl spenttime gettingreadybefore  Salutatorian Shaylee Rowley finishes off her uuom.n: with a
the araduation line and realizes her brother isthereto greether.  their commencement exercises on Friday, May 28 dance at the Altamont High School graduation ceremony on
Jory Hall has been away serving inthe United States Air Force., Friday. May 26.

.,..j

The audience and Principal Dean Wilsan had an epic surprise as Jessen McKinnon (an Altamont ALL PHOTOS B ROBERT DeRERRY, LEMETA 517

Wiresller) walked out on stage in his wrestiing uniform, tie and cap to receive his diploma.  Apamont principal Dean Wilson congratulates graduates during the 2017 graduation ceremony

Dean tossed him aver his shoulder and spun him arcund & few times as just one example of 5 dents from Altamont High School received their diplomas during the 2017 graduation cer
+the: relationship he has formed with the kids during his time as Principal. Allamont will miss  gmany Friday March 26, at Altamont High School

the class of 2017 :



Grant will allow UBTA-UBET to bring
DSL to Whiterocks and Altamont

UBTA-UBET Communicationsis
working to bring high quality broad-
band service to the communities of
the Uintah Basin. In November 2002,
UBTA applied for a grant from the
Rural Utilities Services to assist with
this project in several communities.

The intent of the Community-
QOriented Connectivity Broadband
Grant Program is to offer financial
assistance for broadband service in
rural, economically challenged areas
where broadband does not currently
exist, A total of over $20 million was
awarded with over $8.2 million going
to 13 Native American and Native
Alaskan communities.

UBTA was awarded $104,708 for
the Altamont project and $363,677
for the Whiterocks project for a total
of $468,385. UBTA feels that bring-
ing broadband to the Uintah Basin
will offer communities additional
education and healthcare opportuni-
ties, enhance economic growth, pro-

Wil Bavn gtandod

Q1 Marg 3003

vide additional employment and en-
sure that rural consumers can enjoy
the same high-speed telecommuni-
cation services that are available in
urban areas.

This funding will allow UBTA to
establish a Community Center in
Altamont and Whiterocks. The Com-
munity Center will provide free ac-
cess of broadband service (DSL) to
the public with extended hours dur-
ing the workweek and on Saturday.
UBTA will also provide broadband
services to critical facilities such as
medical clinies, public schools, and
fire stations in Altamont and
Whiterocks.

Additional funding will increase
the rate that broadband services will
beavailable to many other communi-
ties. In 2003, UBTA will apply for
more grant funding with hopes of
bringing this type of service to other
remote areas.,
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Grants to aid UBTA
in bringing high-speed
Internet to Whiterocks
and Altamont

Uintah Basin Telecommunica-
tions Association, Inc. recently
receivedtwograntstotaling $468,385
from the U.S. Department of
AgricultureRural Development. In
addition they will also receive $71,760
inmatching funds from other fund-
ing partners.

The prants will be used byUBTA
to benefit the cities of Altamont in
Duchesne County,andWhiterocks in
Uintah County. The community-ori-
ented connectivity grantsand match-
ing funds will be used to fund infra-
structure, Internet costsand operat-
ing costs in both cities.

UBTA will use one grant of
$104,708 and matching funds of
$17,208 toextend DSL-based services
to the residents, businesses and
communityfacilities of Altamont.
Initially UBTA will connect the
schools,clinic, community center, fire
and police facilities of the area
withbroadband services.

The benefits to the 178 residents
of Altamont fromthis connectivity
include enhanced educational oppor-
tunities, increasedsocial and commu-
nityinteraction, improved emergency
services, andbetter medical services,

The second grant, in the amount
of $363,677, with $54,652 in
matchingfunds, willbeused by UBTA
in Whiterocks. The population of
Whiterocks is 341, consisting of ap-
proximately 96 percent Native Ameri-
cans. UBTA intends to provide the
basicinfrastructure to bringadvanced
telecommunications services to the
areawhich will improve the quality
of life and enhance economic devel-
opment.

Theinitial connections wilt be the
community center, a business,
aHead-Start facility, and the post
office. The construction ofthisproject
will facilitate UBTA's efforts to col-
laborate with the NorthernUte Tribe
to extend service td the tribe.

“This high-speed technology in-
frastructure is an investment in the
future ofthe people who live in these
rural areas of Utah. Through
broadbandconnections there will be
a bridge providing access to
specializedinformation and consul-
tations that will benefit the peoplein
botheounties,” said John R. Cox,
Rural Development state director.

Agriculture Secretary Ann M.
Veneman announced these grantsas
two ofthe first broadband commu-
nity grants to be awarded by the
U.S.Department of Agriculture. The
grants, given in 40 communities and
17states, total $20 million with over
$8.2 million benefitting 13
NativeAmerican and Native Alaskan
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Fieldsteds honored

By dJennifer Oleen-Rook
The Edge Magazine

As original as Longhorn
Days themselves, it's only
natural that and Beverly
Fieldsted be hondred as grand
marshals of the Altamont Long-
horn Days celebration thisyear:
The Fieldsteds are well-known
and much lovedin the tight-knit
community they grew up in.

Bornin Boneta, Harry Field-
sted was raised in a farming
and ranching family, World
War II was raging by the time
he turned 18, so he enlisted
and served in the South Pacific
on an ammunition ship in the
Maritime Service.

When he returned home, he
rediscovered an old childhood
friend, Beverly Holder; who
had grown up in Mt. Emmons,
She was Beverly Shiner by this
time, but the warhad made her
a widow,

Her husband, Burke Shiner,
was killed in the Battle of the
Bulge in Belgium, leaving
Beverly and their gmall son,
Bill Shiner,

Sinee they were out of high
schooland Harry wasnolonger
“that snot-nose kid who was a
year younger than she was,
Harry and Beverly hit it off
and soon began dating. They
weremarriedin 1946 and added
three more boys to the family,

Bill, Terry, Gary and Tony
all kept the Fieldsteds busy
andinvolvedin the community,
Harry worked hard milking
cows and eventually got a herd
of his own and hegan running
them on his dad’s Ian

He taught his sons tp work
hard and enjoy life. Harry and
Beverly spent a lot of time in
the mountains with their boys

by Longhorn Days

Harry and Beverly Fieldstad w
Aitamont Longhorn Days 2010

and taught them life’s lessons
as they worked side b;sﬁde
on the family land. Bill, Terry
and Gary raised their families:
in Altemont and still live on
family-owned land in the area
as well,

The posterity of Harry
and Beverly Fieldsted now
number 80 and include grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and great-great grandchil-
dren, with more on the way.

“We've had a very good life
herein Altamont,” Harry says,
“We’ve both been involved in
the community as much as
possible, we've always taken
an active part and been ins
volved in everything, We feel
it's a huge honor to be named
grand marshals for Altamont
Longhorn Days 2010.”

The Fieldsteds sold all their
cowsandretired fromranching
in 2003. They went on a mis-

SUBMITTED PHOTO |
il serve as grand marshals for

sion for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints to
Nauvoo, 111, They have always
been very active in the church,
serving in many Jeadership po-
sitions. Theyrecently retired as
temple workers after 16 years,

Harry says he enjoys retire-
ment, but he's not quite ready
for a senior citizen group just
yet. He is proud to represent

Altamont as grand marshal-

and with his bride of 63 years
at his side, he is sure to enjoy
every minuta,

“We know some of the best
peoplein the world here,” Bev-
erly says, “Thisisan easy place
to live, It's quiet and country,
It's not too far from the moun-
tains one way and the store the
otherway. We'resortacentered
between the mountainsand the
shopping and I like that. I love
this community and have en-
Jjoyed serving any way I can.”
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Harry & Beverly Fﬁields’i:cd

Harry and Beverly
celebrate 72 years toge

Fieldsted of Altamont, Utah, will
ther on November 28, 2018.
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Hats Off to Monica Wells brlnglng to life Altamont’s FFA program

By ViANN PResTwiCH This year’s president,
Katie Sorenson, claimed
Colleagues are often that Wells is involved with
the worst crities of their everyone,
co-workers. Conversely, if “She doesn’t pick out

a colleague, who is fully certain people just .to
aware of the challenges of a  help,” Sorenson said. “She
particular profession, gives  cares about everyone. I've

unsolicited praise, this thought about becoming
commendation must be an ag teacher, because she
viewed as reliable. makes it 50 much fun.”
Monica Wells, the FFA Wells was involved in
Advisor and teacher at the FFA program while
Altamont High School, attending high school in
received such voluntary Price, Utah and as a col-

praise from Darin Jenkins, lege student at Utah State

: X Pictured are: Cole Murray, Dainen Parry, Steven Stagg, Brian Ivie, Shonia McKinnon, Tylee McConkie, Mariah Shiner, Rylee
lﬁ.year veteran ag teacher Umvermty where she was Foy and Monica Wells.

in Tabiona. a state officer. As she was ¥

“I have great admiration getting her degree in agri-  also gives a lot of creditto  conferences, they got the “It is just all about the  like Monica.”
for her,” Jenkins said of his  cultural education she met  her students. vision and started planning kids for me,” Wells said. “I Hats off to all good
counterpart in the neigh- her husband, Jason. They “TFhe kids are really bigger things.” don’t know. I know I'm not  teachers. Hats off to Mon-

boring school, “She’s a fire- have a 2-year-old daughter  good in Altamont. They are Bigger things include from Altamont, but to me ica Wells as she grows the
ball. She has turned that and another due in Octo- excited about FFA. They the national FFA conven- it is home, so it's all worth  Altamont FFA program.

program around, taken it ber, didn’t understand all the tion and time-consuming it.” Contact vignnprest-

from nothing to one of the Wells credits her past opportunities FFA had to fund raisers such as the “I sub at the high wich@.comcast.net to sug-

top in the state.” experiences with giving her  offer,” Wells said. “Once concession stand at the school,” Dana said. “And gest an individual or group
Wells started in Al- the background to revive we started going to state Longhorn Days as wellasa  those teachers don't make  who should be featured in

tamont four years ago the Altamont program. She conventions and leadership  scrap metal drive. enough, especially someone the Hats Off section.

and has not only earned [ :

the respect of other FFA
Advisors, but she has also
garnered admiration from
students and their parents.
Dana Stagg is one of
those parents. Her son,
Steven, is on the FFA State
- Officer Team. Dana credits
| Wells for motivating and

giving her son the opportu-
' nity to succeed.

“Monica is an excel-
lent teacher,” Dana said.

“I can't say enough good
about her. She stepped into
a program that was close
to dead. Now the kids are
interested and the FFA
enrollment has doubled.”

Steven Stagg expressed
his own gratitude for Wells
when he said that she not
only gave him the applica-
tion to apply for an office,
but she also gave him the
confidence.

Others students echo
Steven’s statement.

“She’s helped me know
what some of my goals can
be,” Mariah Shinner, last
year’s FFA president and
this year's vice-president,
said. “She pushes all of us
and understands what we
can do and how this can
help us. She’s a great lady.”

CLIMATE

Continued from A4 -

manently shackling any
opportunities for dynamic
economic development in
the future. The faithful

have even attempted to : _ .
stop the oldest energy heat- 2007 Chevrolet HHR ' & .. ; I o~

; E i 2008 Ram 2500 {

ing source known to man LT Leather, Sunroof F - . mmong:';r Qu'a‘:l Cab 4 2,_?:.,?;’25;3:: ,,ﬂ;:f
- wood hurning - in their - ; ; cobiio o SN B L :
jihad against humanity.

Now, here’'s what is sci-
entific: Man’s ohservational
abilities are still limited
and flawed. Because our
observational capabilities
are limited and flawed,
the charts and models

necessary to calculate and " 2011 c.,“mm Silverads i 2004 Lexus GX470 E 2010 Ford F150
predict climatologic oc- 2500 HD Crew Cab Durepax 88 4.7 Litel'. 3rd Row Sfeat i Crew Cab, XLT
cmenﬂeaa_renecessarﬂy e i L r 2 ot b j sl o o L T ook
just as limited and flawed,
because people made them.
Could it be detrimental
to pump the very carbon
dioxide molecule that

mammala avhalaintn tha
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Hats off to prov1d1ng h

By VIANN PRESTWICH
vannpestwich@comas!.nel

The marqtiee on the old
Altamont Theatre came to
life & couple months agn.
‘Bulbs which haven’t been
lit since the'theater closed
three decades ago were
burning bright. If Caro-
lyn and Laird Smith have
their way, the sign will be
shining every night, and
an evening at the movies
won't mean a 20-mile drive
for locals.

“Once we get it opened,
we'll show three mov-
ies per day,”:Carolyn said
confidently. “Except when
we have a wedding there
of when we have bands or
other groups.”

Besides having a screen
for movies, the renovation
will include a stage in front
of the big screen for live
entertainment.

There are several
motivations compelling
the couple to restore the
onca-busy historic place of

entertainment. The incen-

tive Carolyn speaks of the
most is the desire to bring
back a bit of history.

“T was born and raised
in Altamont,” Carolyn
said. “I used to go to the
movies. Cost me 25 cents,
My siblings and I would
work hard to have money
1o go. We were always
excited. The movies were
Altamont's highlight.
There was no other enter-
tainrient.”

In an effort to keep the
“feel” of the building, the
Smiths are preserving as
much of the theater as pos-
sible.

“Any town, big or small,
needs to keep part of its
heritage,” Carolyn said.
“Buildings are an impor-
tant part ofthe legacy of an
area.” -

The Smltlm hved in
Altamont for-20 years and
raised all four of their
daughters in the commu-
nity. Laird works as a com-
mercial welder and Carolyn
spent 26 years in the medi-
cal fleld and 15 years as an
orthopedic nurse.

“1 got burned out,” she
admitted, “I'enjoyed the
job and my colleagues, but

- ———

UNTY LIBRARY
T SONAL ROOM

B5
Tuesday, April 14, 2015

story and entertainment

L

N e 105 iy
- e

\-»*Hu“",-' o

A . e
AL ek 4] 118

R

To the surprise of Laird and Carolyn Smith as well as the slec-
tricians, the lights on the Altamont Theatre's sign still worked

after sitﬂng idle for 30 years.

1 was ready for a change.”
The couple started their-
change ten years ago when
they bought the theater
after more than a decade of
trymg to make the pur-

“The family just wasn't
ready to sale,” Carclyn
said. “Finally in 2005 we
got a price end a loan.”

The couple remodeled
the kitchen and with the
help of their daughters,
they ran a catering husi-
ness out of the store front.
This was while bothtLaird
and Carolyn had full-time
jobs.

“Mom is a hard working
lady,” Larissa Smith said of
her mother. “She finds time
to get it all done.”

Food for Christmas par-
ties;-weddings-and.commer-
cial businesses such as Six
Lakes Fishing:and Wildlife
Preserve came out of the
kitchen.

Eventually, the Smiths
sold their Altamont home
and moved to Vernal. They
are, however, ready to
move back and become full-
time theater managers.

Although the building
inspector assured them, the

building was sound, there
are stilllmajor.improve-
ments to be made. At one
point, vandals broke in and
destroyed variousiitems.

The furnace and elec-
trical system needs to be
professional redone. The
projector must he replaced
as movies aren't even re-
leased in a format compat-
ible with the 1985 films last
shown.in the theater. The
roof leaks and the seating
will be replaced.

Since buying the build-
ing, Carolyn has heen
preserving every historic
item. She has scrapbooks
of ticket stubs and other
articles. The front of the
building used to hold a
hair salon. The chairs from
this section have been
preserved, as well as old .
lighting sconces, garbage ——
cans and other items to
be displayed. Individuals
interested in helping with
the restoration can contrib-
ute at Mountain America,
at the Altamont restoration
account.”

Hats off to a couple pro-
viding a place of entertain-
ment as well ag preserving
a town’s legacy.

The Smiths are renovating the
old Altamont Theatre,

Original admission to the Al-
tamont Theatre was 50 cents.

— ey

Some of the original projection equipment still reamins in the
old Altamont Theatre.
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By Karen Ady

There's been a lot of water under
the Lake Fork bridgesince Judy Gar-
Innd sangthelegendary Trolley Song
in the film Meet Me in St. Louis, at
the Altamont Theater. The year was
1946 and the Christensen family had
buill. a new movie house in Altamont
to provide recreation for the rural
community,

Fnst forward to 2002. The unce
majestic brick building has been va-
canl for nearly 20 years. Vandals
have burnt the movie screen, ruined
the red theater seats and broken
doors and windows, a $50,000 Joss to
the owners.

The current owner of the
Altamont Theater, Carolyn Smith,
had her eye on the stately old theater
ever since she married her husband,
Laird, and moved to Altamont in
1980. Laird is a welder and truck
driver for Ned Mitchel] Construction
and Carolyn is a nurse at the Uintah
Basin Medical Center, and ritns on
the Altamont ambulance asan EMT.

Now the couple are adding an-
other jobto their already busy sched-
ules—owners and operators of a new
bakery and deli, “Main Street Ex-
press” — which will be housed in the
old theater,

“Ihud heen trying to buy the build-
ing since 1989,” Carolyn eaid. The
owner, Doris Christensen, had mixed
feelings nbout selling the property
that had once belonged to her par-
ents. Eventually she felt that she wag
simply getling too old to maintain
the building's security and do the
upkeep on the nearly 50-year old
building.

A lot of work was in store for the
new owners before they could be
ready Lo open to the public on Mon-
day, July 18. Besides cleaning and
hauling out junk, the Smith’s spent
two years scraping gum off all sur-
fiices of the old theater.

“We could build a bubble gum
factory with what we got off the
seals,” Carolyn said.

The theater seats had to be bro-
ken off their rusted bolts and thrown
away due to dnmage caused by flood-
g while the building was vacant
and the pipes froze and broke. Two
new seats, still in the boxes, were
found while cleaning and will be
worked inlo the rostanrant dienr

house gets new life

R PR e ATy
CAN'T BEAT THOSE PRICES —
sold tickets at the Altamont Theater his siepdaughter, Carolyn Smith, is

teopening the building to the public os a bakery/deli. The days are fong
gone when could sec a movie for 20 cents.

REVIVING HISTORY TO CREATE BUSINESS

Altamont movie

Foronenight.Shedidn’t have enough
money,” it reads. Now in her 80s,
Lois doesn't remember getting in to
see ashow called Target Zero for half
the usual ticket price. She does recalt
when her daughter, at age 16, sold
candy at the theater.

And she recollects that she was
one of the first customers at the fur-
niture store housed at the front of
the theater. She bought a bedroom
set and a GE electric stove—bath of
which she still has and uses, She still
lives on the corner by the theater,

lecords for Wednesday, May 16,
1956 show thereceiptstotaled $64.04
even though ticket prices were only
16 cents, 24.5 cents (tax included)
and 49 cents. There were 221 people
in attendance to see Warner Studin’s
The McConnell Story starring Alan
Ladd and June Allyeon. The weather
was listed as “pleasant” and under
the opposition category “mutual
meeting” was recorded.

On another occasion a record 200
people came out to see Billy the Kid.
An old receipt shows the rental price
for the movie Please Don't Eat the
Dajgies was $40 for a three-day run,
Another found receipt records the
purchase of 210 gallons of diesel fuel
at 18 cents a gallon — the total bill
was $35.

The handwriting on the ol pa-
pers was familiar to one person sift-
ing through the cld records with the
Smiths. Rex Fowler recognized his
mother’s handwriting on the forms
as well as his dad’s figuring,

Rexis CarolynSmith'sstepfather,
Rex'sdad,Jesse A. Fowler of Altonah,
and Miles H. Christensen wero part-
nersin the movie business beginning
in 1951 up to 1975.

Rex worked at the theater when
he came back from the Korean War
and after he finished his education at
the University of Utah in February
1956. “I sold tickets here a lot of
times,” he remembers. “I sold candy
and popeorn when I could help out.”

Now retired from Moon Lake Elec-
tric Association after 38 years, Rex
finds himsell reading 8 record for
Monday, Jan. 23, 1956, written in his
own handwriting. It states that The
Treasure of Pancho Villa played to a
night of stilfopposition. Cold weather
and an FFA meeting combined to
thwart movie goersin Altamont. The
remarks at the bottom in Rex’s even
handwriting reads, “Many more like
this and it's ‘adios’ to show busi.
nesg,” .

The Altamont Theater was the
place tobe in a gtnall town, according
to Rex. “You could take your girl-
friend out Lo a movie and get a ham-

=

Rex Fowler -

Nearly 50 years since

rabilia dating back to the 1950s will
be displayed in the projector room
where at one time the reels of the
huge projectors were changed by
hand.

Also on display will be a book
containing meticulous records kept
by theater owners over the years
including whet was playing, each
night'saltendance, theday's receipts,
the weather and community activi-
tiea that were in “opposition” to go-
ing out Lo the movies.

Old receipts and log sheets will be
displayed in the book. According lo
Carolyn, people will be able to leaf
through it to find & movie or date
they remember, People like Lois

who is mentioned in the log
for May 10, 1956,
“Mrs. LaRose pd. 25 cents Lonight.

-
]

o
:

GM Owner Loyalty CASH Back B

The Altamont Theater was built
in 1946 by Leland and Larue
Stevenson, not the Christensen fam-
ily as reported in last week’s edition.

. The Stevensons sold the theater to
, dJesse Fowler in 1951.

UBS ao Juty 2004
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ON YUKONS AND ENVOYS

THE QLD PROJECTORS —

Ternry
i .,}rrd :
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Restaurant owners Laird and Carolyn Smith of Altament will convert the projector

reom into a place to display memorabilia on the old Altamont Theater. The couple worked for two years cleaning

and renovating the 50-year old building. Their delifbakery, Main Street Express, opens July 19,

iy T b S
e “" burger and a malt for less than $5,”
Rex recalls. Of course, in those days
you'd have to drive into Roosevelt to
get a malt.

The Main Street Express coflee
shop is scheduled to open next week
onduly 19in time for Altamont Long-
horn Days. The Smiths are atill try-
ing to finish up some plumbing, put
on some Lrim, and movekn the rest of
the kitchen equipment. Once they
get the handicap rampin place they'li
be ready for business. “Then we just
need people,” Carolyn said.

The Smiths plan to offer sand-
wiches, Navajo tacos, scones, apecial
salsas and dips, ice cream, shakes,
smoothies, and sodas, as well as pop-
corn, homemade carame! corn,
brownies, cinnamon rollsand dough-
nuts,

Within the next year they intend
to finish renovating the main hall of
thetheater. Their dream is to terrace
the sloping Moor and use the expan-
sive space for a steak house. The
stage will house live entertainment
and Hollywood movies on weekends,

MEMORIES OF A FAMILY
BUSINESS — Rex Fowlerrevels
in nostalgia as he rummages
through the past. The new owners
of the Altamont Theater have un-
covered detniled records of the
theater owned by the Fowler and
Christensen families where Rex
sold tickets, popcorn and candy in
his youth. When the building is
finished being converted into a
restaurant the memerabilia will be
available for customers lo peruse,
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Bartons to be honored
at reception May 24 at
Altamont High

Aler 37 yearsolteachingand sarv-
ing the students and community,
Donna and Jack Barton will be retir-
ing this spring. They will be honored
Atareceptionon May 24,at 7p.m.in
the Altamont High auditorium.

Jack and Donna Barton exemplify
whatisbest about beinga teachesand
serving their students and commu-
ity Tfll.'j‘ believa that teacherstouch
lives forever. They feel that their great-
est ecl isthe stud
that have finished high school,
achiuved college degrees und become

rood citizens and raised their chil-
:{mn to be good peopls. Since they
havetaught three ganerationsof some
families, thoy know better than any-
nne how well some of those students
have turned out, A social warker once
rmarked thu‘:i ?hchhtnmhﬂd you
[ ic start tl parents,
Mr.and Mrs. Barton havedons

that, They have taught, encoura
disciplined nnd laved all the pupils in
their charge for all their prolessional
lives. On indicatian of theirsucceas iy
that of the teachers in Altamont El-
ementory and High School, 10 were
their studenta.

Mr. Barton started teaching in
Altamont in 1965. Alterthathe tanght
Hepd Startin Ft. Duchesne for 4 years,
and was elected Duchesne County
School Board Member during this
time. He then taught Adult Educa.
tion forone yenr.end Histary at Unjon
High School for a year. He has been
hack ot Altamont ever since, teaching
History.

Her{m also been the debate coach
1 year, History Clubadvisor 11 years,
Student Council Advisor 7 years,
School Counselar 4 years, Junior Prom
Advisor 13 yeurs, Athletic Director 8
ears, Cheerleader Advisor 2 years,
ys Baskethall Varsity Coach 2 years,
Junior Varsity Basketball Coach 7
years, Varsity Football Coach 2 years,
Junior Varsity Football Coach 7 year,
Girls Velleyball Coach 4 years, Girls
Basketball comsbined Varsityand Jun-
ior Varsity Coach 7 vears and Model
Lnited Nations Club Advisor.

Juck has also served the commu-
nity in numerous ways: Duchesns
County Library Board Member, UEA
Stote Peer Reviewer 2 years, Salory
Negotiator DEA, PTA president and
vice-president 1968.88, Booster Club
president and vice president 1873-
75, coached innumerable Little
League Basebail and Jr. Jazz Basket-
hall teama, served in the Altamont
First Ward Bishepric, been advisorto
stme student Ettropean trips, and
tsken many groups of students to
Washington, DC, ond Williammaburg,
VA. Ho was the technica) ndviscr for
the Jensen Historical University in
Roasevelt. Hu received his B.S. (rom
the Universityof Utahand Mastersof
Education from Utah Stawe Univer-
sity.

Bonna Barton hastaught English,
Speechand Drama, Spanish, P.E. and
the Gifted Class in Altamont High
beyinning 1965. Her nchievements
havebeen numeroua: 13 State Foren-
sics Championships, 4 State Drama
Championships, Best One Act Flay at
Seate 1969, Beat Once Act Play at
fogion several times, Member Utah
Dulegation ta Nationol Education in

Mrs. Barton has beenactivain UEA
and NEA over manyyears. Shoserved
oz UEA president and was 8 state
delegate to the NEA National Repre-
sentative Asyembiy wo veurs, and
was a member of the UEA Resolu.
tions committee two yeurs. She
coached volleyball, softball, and was
drill team and cheerleader advisor.
Slie received her B.A. from the Uni.
versity of Utah, Master of Education
from Utah State University. and Mas-
t?r of Arts from Utah State Univer-
sity.

Mru. Barton hos published numer-
ous articles and bouks including: My
Horses Had Wings, 2000; Memoirs of
tha Once Sileat Uintah Mountains,
1996 Centennial Project. Forgotten
Ways, 1998 Project; Grammar Sim-
ply Put: ASinplified Method of Gram-
matical Study, 19%5. “Pioneer Medi-
cal Practicesin the Uintah Baawn 1905-
194E" “Spoon Jar Kitchens,” 1991, in
the Qutlaw Trail Journal Winler-
Spring 1992, “lsahella Samson Muir
Pioneer.” 1988, The American Fron.
tier & Nineteenth Century Women,”
1986, "Water-Egypt and {srael.”
14886; and Sammy Star 19460

Rural A: 1984, Member of
Professional Advisory C i)
the Utah State Board of Education §
years, Chairmarn of the Utah Profes.
sional Practices Advisory Commiszion
1983, Sterling Scholar Advisor 16
years, President of tha Utah High
Schonl Speech Arts Association 1381,
Delegate to the Natlonal Federation
of Speech. Drama, and Debate 1981,
Member Duchesne County Scheol
District Career Ladder Development
Committee 1984, selected member
of Egypt-lsrael Seminar sponsoredby
University of Utah and Utah State
BoardolEducation 1986, She hasalso
wanght ot Utah State University in
Roosevelt for 15 years.

Woodpecker's nostrils are nas-
row siits that prevent flylng wood
chips from {anding In thelf noses.
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Tuckers named grand marshals over Altam

Submitted by Sandy Bywater

Vearl and Jackie Tucker have
been chosen toserve asthegrand
marshals of Saturday’s Altamont
Longhorn Days parade.

Vearl Tucker wasborn on Sept
5, 1834, in Cleveland, Utah, and
lived most of his life in the little
town of Elmo, Utah. He was the
eldest brother to two brothers

"and onesister, His parents, Vear]

Dee and Emma Loa Ward Tucker
were hard working.

Vearl's father worked as a
carpenter and in the coal mines.
He also worked in construction
and as a school bus driver for
16 years. Vearl's parents taught
him the value of hard work and
he never was idle, Emma was
a homemaker and taught her
children to live the principles of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to
be honest in their dealings with
their fellow men.

Vear] grewup serving his fam-
ily and neighbors. He graduated
from North Emery High School
in Huntington and then went on
to college at Utah Stata Univer-
sity in Logan. He left college in
1956 to serve a mission for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints in the Northern
States Mission, At that time,
thisareacovered parts of Tllinois,
Iowa, Wisconsin, Michigan and
Nebraska.

When Vearl baegan college, he
joined the US. Army Reserves
and was active for three years,
achieving the rank of sergeant.
Upon returning from his mission,
he completed ROTC, graduated
from Utah State University with
a degree in agricultural educa-
tion, was commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the U.S.
Army Armor Branch and mar-
ried Grace Jacqueline (Jackie)
Willard—all in the month of June
1959,

Jackie was born on December

Jackie and Vearl Tucker

16, 1932, in Terre Haute, Ind.,
to Pearl Harmon and Carrie
Cromer Foreman Willard. She
was the youngest of six girls and
willingly admits to being spoiled
rotten.

Her family was very close
and always did things together.
Her parents wera converts to
the LDS Church. In 1941, her
family moved to Chicago, where
she attended school at Greene
Elementary School and Kelly
High School. She graduated in
June 1949 and worked as a
legal secretary in Chicago. This
is where she developed a love
for always wearing dresses and

three-inch heels.

Jackie married Vearl on June
18, 1959, in the Logan Utah
Temple.

ByJanuary 1960, they werein
Bamberg, Germany, with the U.S.

Army’s 2nd Armored Cavalry:

Regiment. Vearl's unit patrolled
85 miles of the East German bor-
der. They lived in Germany for
20 months and then returned to
Logan, where he taught at Utah
State University for one year.
In August 1963, the couple
moved to Mt. Emmons. He was
hired as the vocational agricul-
ture teacher at Altamont High
School and taught for 24 years.

He was affectionately known
by the students as “Colonel”
Tucker.

Upon retiring from full-time
teaching in 1987, Vearl hauled
crude oil, drove truck for the
construction of Upper Country
Water, and drove school bus for
11 years, He has driven on many
school tripstoevery corner of the
state of Utah, as well as neighbor-
ing states.

Vearl hasserved asavolunteer
firefighter for 30 years and as
an EMT for 12 years. He served
in the Utah Army National
Guard for 24 years. During this
time, he served as the company
commander in Vernal for seven
years and engineer equipment
officer for the 1457th Engineer
Battalion in American Fork for
two years.

He retired from the National
Guard in 1987. He has been a
member of the American Legion
for 23 years and has served as
Post commander for five years.
He is presently serving as the
Post chaplain. Vearl has a
deep abiding love for his country
and has talked to many youth
groups concerning patriotism

. and respect for the flag,

Jackie was a stay-at-home
mom. While caring for the
couple’s seven children, her
home and spacious yard was a
central meeting place for all the
neighborhood kids. Many happy
times wereshared hereby friends
and family of the Tuckers’.

In 1972, Jackie went to work
for Moon Lake Electric Associa-
tion in Altamont as a part-time
cashier. She began full-time
employment in 1977, retiring in
1998, where she was still known
for wearing dresses and high
heels.

If you don’t recognize her
from this description, you will
know her as the woman who
calls everyone “honey,” “doll,”
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id marshals over Altamont_Longhorn Days

| Vearl Tucker

three-inch heels.

Jackie married Vearl on June
18, 1959, in the Logan Utah
Temple.

By January 1960, they werein
Bamberg, Germany, with the U.S,
Army's 2nd Armored Cavalry
Regiment. Vearl's unit patrolled
85 miles of the East German bor-
der. They lived in Germany for
20 months and then returned to
Logan, where he taught at Utah
State University for one year.

In August 1963, the couple
moved to Mt. Emmons. He was
hired as the vocational agricul-
ture teacher at Altamont High
School and taught for 24 years.

He was affectionately known
by the students as “Colonel”
Tucker.

Upon retiring from full-time
teaching in 1987, Vearl hauled
crude oil, drove truck for the
construction of Upper Country
Water, and drove school bus for
11 years. He has driven on many
school trips to every corner of the
state of Utah, as well as neighbor-
ing states.

Vear] hasserved asavolunteer
firefighter for 30 years and as
an EMT for 12 years. He served
in the Utsh Army National
Guard for 24 years. During this
time, he served as the company
commander in Vernal for seven
years and engineer equipment
officer for the 1457th Engineer
Battalion in American Fork for
two years.

He retired from the National
Guard in 1987. He has been a
member of the American Legion
for 23 years and has served as
Post commander for five years.
He is presently serving as the
Post chaplain. Vearl has a
deep abiding love for his country
and has talked to many youth

groups concerning patriotism

and respect for the flag,

dackie was a stay-at-home |

mom. While caring for the
couple’s seven children, her
home and spacious yard was a
central meeting place for all the
neighborhood kids. Many happy
times wereshared hereby friends
and family of the Tuckers’. -

In 1972, Jackie went to work
for Moon Lake Electric Associa-
tion in Altamont as a part-time
cashier. She began full-time
employment in 1977, retiring in
1998, where she was still known
for wearing dresses and high
heels.

If you don't recognize her
from this description, you will
know her as the woman who
calls everyone “honey,” “doll,”

“sweetheart,” “angel,” or many
other terms of endearment. She
has also been a devoted “Avon
Lady” for over 20 years.

The Tuckers have served
faithfully in many callings in
the LDS Church. They have held
many positions in the church,
from teacher to temple worker,
The church has been their whola
life. They were called as CES mis-
sionaries to the Singapore Mis-
sion, serving in Kota Kinabalu,
Malaysia, from September 2005
to March 2007. They were called
as temple workers in the Vernal
Utah Tempie when it was dedi-
cated, and arestill servingin that
capacity.

The Tuckers are the proud

parents of seven children; Sandy
(Randy) Bywater, of Upalco,
Utah; Janae (Bryant} Austin,
of Mapleton, Utah; Julie (Kaye)
Seeley, of Bluebell, Utah; Angie
(Scott) Ellingford, of Evanston,
Wyo,; Vearl Gene (Dawn) Tucker
of Rifle, Colo.; Bill (Amie) Tucker
of Gunnison, Utah; and Patty
{Brian) Weaver of Prova, Utah,

They have 29 grandchildren
- 30 in September - and eight
great-grandehildren. Their fam-
ily is the joy of their lives.

The Tuckers are pleased and
honored to have been chosen as
the grand marshals of the Al-
tamont Longhorn Days parade
and dearly love the people of the
Upper Country.
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Goodrich chosen
for Altamont job .

‘By Geoff Liesik
‘Uintah Basin Standard

. The Duchesne County
School Board has chosen Ja-
-nalee Goodrich asthenewprin-
cipal for Altamont Elementary
School.

Goodrich is a first grade
teacher at Altamont Elemen-
‘tary. She will replace Larry
Henry, who is retiring at the
end of the school year after 34
ryears g8 an educator.

“I'm excited about being a
.principal who lives in the com-
danipjfythetshe’llbeaprincipal
in7"” Goodrich said. “I think it's
important tobearound the kids
outside of school and be a part
.of their lives and their families’
lives.”

- Goodrich was one of four

applicants interviewed by the
school board last Tuesday for
the position. A hiring commit-
tee had narrowed the pool of
candidates down from approxi-
mately 20. :

Henry said he's confident
Goodrich will excel as an ad-
ministrator.

: “Ithink she'll do fantastic,”
he said,

Goodrich has taught for 15
years in first grade and special
education at elementary and
high schools in the district.
She’sspent the past 11 yearsat
-Altamont Elementary, but also
taught at Duchesne and East
elementaries and at Altamont
High School.

Goodrich has earned bach-
elor’s degrees in elementary
education and special educa-
tion. She also holds a master’s
degreeinelementary education
and an administrative endorse-
ment.

Henry came to the Duch- |
esne County School District |

in 1982, but began his career
as an educator in 1975. He
taught for three years in Aus-
tralia and was a math teacher
for four years in Utah County
before becoming the principal
of Altamont High Schoal.
mgved on_from the

mcr HEDTY
tigh School to be the princi-

pal at Myton and Altamont
elementaries before taking a
special education post in the
district office. He returned to
the helm of Altemont Elemen-
tary in 2000.

“I figured it was time for a
change, and made that deci-
sion,” he said of his choice to
retire, addingthathe'sstillcon- |
sidering his future options.

He eschewed any larger
tribute to his time in education
with anod toone of his favorite

poets.
“I'lljust finish with an Eliot
poem conclusion; ‘not with a
bang, but a whimper,’” Henry-
seid of hig desire to avoid the .
spotlight. “I enjoy TS. Eliot
poetry. Isn't that what he said?
‘Thisis the way the world ends,
this is the way the world ends,
not with a bang, but a whim-
per.’” .
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Jessens named Grand Marshals of Lonthorn Days N._:

SUBMITTED BY
ANissA MAXFIELD

Merlin Frank Jessen
nd Phyllis Reay Jessen
iave been chosen to be
he Grand Marshals of
he 2017 Longhorn Days
Jelebration,

Frank was raised in
Joneta, Utah. He is one of
ive children of Asa Wil-
iam “Dick” Jessen and
\fton Barrett Jessen. He
raduated from Altamont

Emw school, he was active
in basketball and baseball
and also enjoyed wrestling.
He married his high
school sweet heart, Phyllis
Reay on June 24, 1966.
Phyllis was raised in
Altonah, Utah. She is one
of five children born to
Dean Alexander Reay and
Margarét Heggie Reay. She
graduated from Altamont
High School in 1966. In
her high school days, she
was a cheerleader all four

Ry in 1966. I years. And she competed
EiSchnplingRps. n in the American Legion
UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY

REGIONAL ROOM
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Oratorical and extempora-
neous speaking. She also
served as a representative
of Altamont High School’s
Girl State.

Frank and Phyllis were
married June 24, 1966, in
the Salt Lake City Temple.
After they were married,
they moved to Salt Lake
City where Frank was em-
ployed by Wycoff Company
as a long-haul truck driver.
He was employed there for
14 vears. While they lived
in Salt Lake they became

s&w... vm _o<mmN i:nr is

¢ When they returned home
to Altonah to the family

i EWbow zumu. wmkwnfg d

was born.

Deana (Rob) Lindsay of

Altonah, Dixie (Richard)
Williams of Spring Creek,
Nevada, Jennifer (Clay)
Miles of Mountain Home,
Frank Jessen Junior of
Altonah, Kevin (Kristy)
Jessen of Altonah, Misty
(Garrett) Taylor of Moun-
tain Home, Austin (Lacie)
Jessen of Roosevelt.
Frank continues to do

Frank and Phyllis Jessen were named Grand Marshals of
| onahorn DNave 2N47

driving Sdrw In 1994, he
was named “Driver of the
Year” by the Utah Safety
Counsel for the State of
Utah. Then, in 2008, he
earned his “5 Million Ac-
cident Free Miles” award
given by the American
Trucking Association for
Outstanding performance
as a professional driver.

Phyllis, while Frank was
on the road, taught dance
lessons to many children
in the Basin. She also
returned to school to earn
her nursing degree and
worked at Uintah Basin
Medical Center until they
started their own truck-
ing company, Tomahawk
Trucking, Inc. She is the
office manager for Toma-
hawk Trucking, Inc. and
enjoys time spent sewing,
working in the yard and
being with the grandchil-
dren.

Tomahawk Trucking,
Ine. has served the Uintah
Basin transporting pro-
pane, crude oil, Y-grade
materials, condensate, flat-
bedding oil field equipment
and hauling cattle since
1999 and continues to do

m,umb_n and Phyllis also
run their own cattle ranch.
Which is really their first
love. They enjoy working
on the land and with the
animals and have instilled
this knowledge and love for
hard work and integrity in
their children and grand-
children.

Frank and Phyllis have
built an incredible legacy.
They celebrated their
50th wedding anniver-
sary last year with friends
and family. They have
29 grandchildren and 15
great-grandchildren, the
majority of which live very
close to them. Their family
enjoys any time they can
spend together. They are
great examples to their
posterity and all those who
have the privilege to know
them.

Frank and Phyllis are
honored to be the 2017
Longhorn Days Grand °
Marshals for the communi-
ty they have been a part of
and loved their whole lives,



Tidwells selected "
as grand marshals

Junior and Norita Tidwell,
felong residents of the Upper
'suntry, have been selected to
erve as the grand marshals
f Altamont Longhorn Days
009.

Junicnl'_I was born in Roos-
velt to Henry = =
nd DeLaine ff‘ﬁﬁf’ ¥
idwell. Norita = g 11
rag born in Al- ”
onah to. Clin-
on and Lenna
lowden. Both
unior and
Jorita gradu-
ted from Al-
amont High
ichool.

The couple
aarried in
)ecember of
959 and will
elebrate their
olden wedding
nniversary
his year. They
re the proud
arents of four
.aughters:
ionja (Ron)
‘arnsworth;
.aDonna (the
ate Mardell)
drinkerhoff;
{yla (Darrin)
ullred; and
‘analee (Lee)
ioodrich.

T h e
Yidwells’ fam-
ly continues
o grow. They
tave nine
randchildren
nd five great-
randchildren.

The couple
pent their
arly years
ogether fol-

il

Junior and Norita bought the
Bowden Homestead in Altonah
andbeganranching. Sincethen
their time has been spent rais-
ing Angus cattle and various
crops.

The Tidwellsenjoy watching

——
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and supporting their kids and
grandkids asthey participatein
school and community activi-
ties. In their spare time they
enjoy doing temple work for
the LDS church and spending
time with their family.

swing various
onstruction
abs. In 1968,

SUBMITTED PHOTC

Junior and Norita Tidwell will preside over Altamont Longhorn Days as the
event's grand marshals.
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Ralphs named grand marshals
for this year’s Longhorn Days

Kenneth and Elaine Ralphs
have called the Altament
area home for most of their
lives, so it's only natural that
| they be honored as grand
marshals of this year's Long-
horn Days celebration.

Kenneth was born in Roos-
evelt and raised in Altonah.
He gradusted from Altamont
High School in 1956 and went
on to pursue an education at &
vocational college in Salt Lake
i and a job in construction.

Elaine was born in Brigham
City and gradusted from Box
Elder High School in 1959. She
and Kenneth met and married
in 1960, In 1972, they moved to
the Uintah Basin and started
a cattle ranch in Altonah.

i  Over the years, the couple

has provided invaluable service
to their community, Kenneth
has served on the board of
directors for the Farm Bureau
and the Duchesne County
Cattlemen’s Association. For
the past decade, both Ken-
neth and Elaine have served
as instructors and leaders for
the Boy Scouts of America.
They have also volunteered
their time for their church at
the Vernal Temple for the past
three years, ;

Kenneth and Elaine have
three children: Dennie Ralphs,
Kelly (Brian) Whitlock, and
Toni (Michael) Adams. Today,

L]

i

SUBMITTED PHOTC

Kenneth and Eiaing Ralphs have been select as the Grand =

Marshals for the 2011 Altamont Langhomn Day's Celebration. =
-1

theyalsohave 10 grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.
One grandson has served a
mission for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, one
is currently on a mission, and

a third is preparing to leave orx
8 misgion. 3

OneofKennethand Elaine’s
greatestjoysiscamping, fishing:
and spending time with their
grandchildren,
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Leon and Dixie Harding of Altamont, Utah, celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary June 13, 2014, with family and friends
in Layton, Utah. Congratulations Mom and Dad. We love you!
Love, Dixon, Terry, Kamee, and the rest of the Crew.
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_ Longhorns to honor 30 graduates

Thirty seniors are expected to graduate from Altamont High
School on May 28. The ceremony wilt be held in the gymnasium at 7
p.m. .
Graduating from Altamont High School are: Kolby Jack Allred,
Rachel Jean Bess, Russell Mardell Brinkerhoff, Traci Renea Brown,
Weston Cole Burton, Morgan J. Carroll, Rachel Dunsmore, Brady
James Enman, Morgan Rachel Fieldsted, Nicole Dee Fisher, Bryson
Foy, Casandra Louise Green, Kellie Rae Jessup, Sydnee Justice,
Kyle Aaron Kettle, Dalan Joseph Knight, Jacob Rusty Lindsay, Krystal
Suzann.Meyers, McKlaine McKinnon, Larissa Fay Miles, Shaycee
Cheri'Miles, Miranda Jan Morris, Shelby Montana Pratt, Kelsey Lynn
Pugh, Sydni Lyn Samuels, Garrett Wesley Sorensen, Waylon Tony
Thompson, Denielle Prestee Vaughn Kracht and Mary Wilcox.

. Thgyaledictorianiis | ___E@mpmmman_..g.mm%anmﬁ&_ e salutato-
riah is Dalan Joseph Knight. The graduates and the guests will hear
from keynote speaker Brent Brotherson, wha is retiring from Altamont
High School after 40 years of teaching. |
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By ALpoN RACHELE
arachele@ubmedia.biz

Altamont is back on top
as the Longhorns edged
Duchesne 198.5 to 187
for the 1A State cham-

pionship at Utah Valley ' |

University in Orem on
Saturday. Altamont and
Duchesne combined for
eight state championships
with the Eagles pocketing
five crowns and Longhorns
bagging three.

One of the key matches
was a wild 19-14 win by Al-
tamont's Wyatt Jessen over
Duchesne's Steven Skewes
at 160 pounds to lock up
the team title for the Long-
horns. Skewes won a state
crown last year, but Jessen
had a record of 7-2 heading
to the state meet because

SEE THE CHAMPS on C2

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Altamont Longhorns back as champs

WD

) . PHOTO BY LEESA STANSFIELD
Altamont won the 1A State Mat Meet championship at Utah Valley University. The Duchesne Eagles placed second.
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David <w:._.mwmm__. joins Brandon Moat (right) as the only 4-Time State Champs at Duchssne.

Moat won his titles in the 1880s

Duchesne’s David VanTassell celebrates his fourth state cham-
pionship on the winners' stand. Also pictured is second place
matman Dean Thompson from Altamont VanTassell won the
120 pound crown 1-0.

PHOTO BY LEESA STANSHED

Wyatt, Jessen from Altamont
and Steven Skewes of Duch-
esne are upside down an the
mat. Jessen won 160 pound
state championship 18-14.

PHOTO BY LEEEA STANSFIELD

Jessen McKinnon from Altamont batties Shandon Bradford from Monticelio at 132 pounds.

McKinnon placed 2nd.

THE CHAMPS

Continued from C1

of injuries.

Jessen was at full
strength at just the right
time and became & state
champ. He entered the
championship bout on a pin
in 4:45 over Paul DeAnda
from Monticello. Skewes
pinned Kyler Bredgaurd of
Wayne in just 37 seconds.

David VanTassell from
Duchesne became a four-
time state champion &3
a senior when he nipped
Altamont's Dean Thomp-
son, & freshman, 1-0 at
120 pounds. Thompson
won his semi-final mateh.
15-0 over Ronnie Chico of
Whitehorse and VanTassell
pinnad Mason Wells from
Wayne in 1:17,

"] did have knee surgery
and I missed about four
weeks of the season. It had
been a discournging se2asan
with everything that hap-
pened but with the help
of my friends and family
and coaches T was able to
achisve my dream. I am the
2nd person to ever win 4
state titles from Duchesne
80 kmowing that is a real
accomplishment to me,"
VanTassell said.

The other 4-time state
champ from Duchesne is
Brandon Moat from 1990-
1993 at 112, 119, 130, 135.
Brandon Moat was also
DHS' yrestling coach sev-

_ ~=prfl years ago.

Altamont's Cody Miles
had the fastest pinina
championship bout when
he pinned Wyatt Weston
from Rich in 40 seconds at
185 pounds. Miles also had
a pin in 55 seconds versus
Gage Wilcox of Monticello.

"I used a head lock and
pinned him. Becoming a

state champion is a good
pccomplishment and T will
have to work hard next
year to get my second. The
team just needs to do what
they do best and wrestle
like they know how and
we will be a state champ
team," Miles said.

Colby Harper from
Duchesns won the 113
pound title on'a 14-8 win
over Kaden Beckstead of
Panguitch. Harper defeated
a teammate from DHSin
Ethan Clayburn.

Shandon Bradford of
Monticello won the 132
pound titie over AHS'
Jessen McKinnon 12-6
and Zach Musselman, also
from Monticello, defeated
Altamont's Danny Thomp-
son 4-2 st 138 pounds.
Thompson beat DHS'
Wesley Powell to reach the
championship and Mussel-
maon downed Tristen Green
from Altamont. McKinnon
reached the title match on
a pin of Kayden Draper of
Monticello.

Altamont’s McKay Foy
was given a close battle
from Matthew Taylor from
DHS, but won his second
crown 6-3 at 145 pounds
and Duchesne's Stockton
Moat won his second crown
when he beat Brayson
Wilcox from Monticello 6-3.
Moat pinned AHS' Tyson
Norman in 1:01 to reach
the championship bout. Foy
pinned Tyler Draper, Mon-
ticello, in 2:41 and Taylor
beat Spencer Squires from
Monticello,

Gatlin Thompson {rom
Duchesne defeated Al-
tamont’s Domanik Stans-
field at 182 pounds §-2 for
a second title. Stansfield
also overcams injuries this
season. Stansfield pinned
'Chad Valentine of Monu-
ment Valley in 2:14 and

Thompsen beat Jaden
Larsen from Rich.

Aaron Verduzco from
DHS won his sacond state
crown when he pinned
Parker Knudsen, Monti-
cello, in 3:36. Verduzco had
a 30-second pin of AHS
Kalvin Steyenson.

Taking second places
were: Altamont — Dean
Thompsaon, 120; McKin-
non, 132; Danny Thomp-
gan, 138; Stansfield, 182;
Duchesne - Taylor, 145;
Skewes, 160. Earning third
places were: Duchesne -
Darion Bird, 126; Powell,
138, Bagging fourth places -
were: Altamont — Hunter
Webb, 108; Kelten Camp-
bell, 113; Heston Murdock,
126; Green, 138; Norman,
*mmm Mitchell, 220; Ste-
wenson, 285; Duchesne -
Allred, 170,

Altamont had 14 wres-
tlers place in the meet and
seven matmen finish in
fourth place,

Union Results

Union had Jate Frost
place third at 126 pounds
and McKoy Richards
earned fourth at 138
pounds. Kaufusi placed
gixth at 220 pounds.

Frost pinned his first
two opponents, but then
lost by one paint to Jayce
Lind from Juab 5-4. Frost
beat Casey Shiner of Car-
bon for third.

Richards won his first
two matches with one over
a former Roosevelt mat-
man in Chase Armstrong
6-4. Richards lost to an-
other wrestler by the name
of Holden Richards of Bear
River 54 in the battle for
third. Kaufusi won three
matches on pins and then
lost the fifth place clash to
Messersmith of Juah.
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MARY ELLEN KETTLE NEW PRINCIPAL
Vision and high expectations will
mark new administration at AHS

By Karen Ady

She doesn’t know their names yet
— she only met them three weeks
ago — but already she calls them
“my kids.” Her kids, all 245 of them,
make up the student body of
Altamont High School. And she is
Mary Ellen Kattle, their new princi-

pal.

The Duchesne County School Dis-
trict hired Kettle, the first female
principal in the history of Altamont
High School, to fill a vacancy created
when outgoing principal Kirk
Brotherson relocated to Nevada,

Kettle has set a tough goal for

SHE'S EXEMPLAH;Y — Mary Elle

. i, . » k
i;.-;'.-- o o P

herself in her new administrative
position — to learn the names of all
the students at Altamont High by
the end of the school year. In the
same way that she drives herself to
excel, the sky is the limit when it
comes to her expectations for
Altamont High School.

In the various assignments she's
had as an educator in her 14-year
career, Kettle has come in contact
with many schools from across the
state. From her visits toschools noted
as under-performing as well as those
rated as “exemplary,” she has
brought a high set of expectations to
her new position.

-

n Kettle says she’s just a farm kid but

she's not fooling anybody at Altamont High School where she’s the new
principal. Kettle's sterling credentials and outstanding work history sether
apart as an administrator with a vision for greatness for her new school.

e

“When we look across the nation
we sen schools that are rated as ex-
emplary schools. There shouldn’t be
a school in the nation that doesn't
say, ‘how can we become an exemni-
plary school?'” she said.

“In order to do that we have to
have programs that are exemplary,
academic programs above and be-
yond the norm. It takes a joint effort
with parents, students and teachers,
stateand local support—that'ssome-
thing we all look towards. I know it's
a lofty goal.”

Her self-defined career descrip-
tion signifies her desire to work and
improve education for kids. “I per-
ceive my job as helping these kids
become capable peaple,” she said,
“and to be capable of contributing to
society. She said schools can do that
three ways — academically, behav-
jorally, and socially — the basic ways
to learn.

An award-winning educator,
Kettle knows a lot about how people
learn. She has a bachelors and mas-
ters of education from Utah State
University as well as an administra-
tive supervisory certificate completed
in part during two summers spent
living on the Logan USU campus.

She has teaching experience at all
levels and in widely varying settings.
Shehastanghtin asmall, rural grade
school and on the other end af the
scale has presented to groups at na-
tional conventions in Chicago and
Minneapolis that attracted 20,000 -
30,000 educators.

She has coordinated a Title One
program for Uintah School District
and has worked on an intervention
team for the state office of education.
She teaches method classes for USU-
Uintah Basin and trains other teach-
ers through an organization called
Core Academy, teaching them the
best practices in delivering core cur-
riculum.

As principal, Kettle makes an ef-
fort to visit every classroom every-
day in the school that includes the
seventh through 12th grades. “I try
to personally taik with teachers ev-
eryday, to make some kind of contact

‘everyday,” she said. “Many of our

conversations stem around making
decisions on what is best for kids
educationally.”

Making school a yery positive ex-

perience for kids and making suro

schools are stepping forward posi-
tively is another one of Kettle's pri-
orities. “If we have kids who are
engaged in learning, that is interest-
ing we don’t have behavior prob-
lems. Academics has really and truly
got to be a primary focus.”
Altamont staff are reporting an
increasein cooperation and good citi-

S T
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CHANGES AT FORMER CAFE ' ¢

Matt's Grill keeps

sizzle on main street

By Cheryl Mecham Anewsignhasbeen

' ordered. A food

There’s no marked change on | warmer will arriveany

the outside of the building which  day. New chairs to

bares the sign “Oman’s Café,” but | framethesmallsquare

there's plenty new on the inside: | tables in red and blue
have been picked out. -

Curtains will framethe

tops of the new win-

dows (soon to be ir}-

stalled), and Sami i8

planning on stenciling
a contrasting check-
ered pattern over the
new paint.

“We've been ex-
tremely busy,” said
Matt, nottalking about
the remodeling and
improvements to the
café, but referring to
' | businessitself. There's
! | heenplentyoffoottraf-
' | fic coming in and out
' | sincetheMelinkovichs
took the reigns of the
well -established busi-

arebh. RO05

R — Matt
Melinkovich, new owner of Matt’s
Grill (Former Oman’s Café) serves l
customers at the counter. Reno-
vations and new menu items have
kept food traffic coming into the
fast food restaurant that was origi-
nally opened three decades ago |
by Orlan and LaWana Oman. |

bright red and blue walls, four new
booths, a 52-inch big screen TV,
fooseball table accessible through |
a new wood-trimmed entrance, all

due to the creative inclinations of |
Matt and Sami Melinkovich, new |

owners and operators |
of Matt’s Grill. i

ULs

ness which has stoodon main street
int Altamont for the past 31 years.
(See related story “Omans close
doors after 31 years Café doors re-
open as Matt’s Grill.”)

Each time Matt drove past the
building marked “for sale,” ideas
started clicking in his head. It was
only a matter of time and, he and
Sami were signing papers to cloze
on the property, which includes a
floral shop on the east end.

Theyoungcouple (both 25 years-
old) reverberate enthusiasm,
though their days can turn into
long work hours. Matt, owner of
Speedy Satellite, an independent
Dish Network installer was look-
ing for a place to house his busi-
ness. The café was large encugh to
accommodate & big screen TV to
display satellite programming,
which seems well-suited in the bil-
liard room, a place of interest for
pool and fooseball enthusiasts,
Food and entertainment go well
together,

Sami, an ultra-sound technician ;
works for Uintah Basin Medical
Center two days a week and Basin
Clinic, an urgent care facility in
Vernal two days a week. She gives
all her time off to Sami’s Flowers-
N-Things, the floral shop. Cur-
rently, Sami’s mother Debbie
Thayne and Cerolyn Lund are
working in the floral. -

Sami is an Altamont native,
Matt hails from Pinedale, Wyoming
where he completed high school
and went on to earn a bachelors of
science in civil engineering from
the University of Wyoming. While
in Wyoming he was friends with

Jim Thayne, Johny Thayne’s

SEE MATT'S GRILL on page 1§
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MATT'S GRILL

Continued from page 13

brother.

Matt partnered with Johny to
begin a wireless Internet busj-
ness in Heber, Sami was livini in
Salt Lake City at the time but
eventually the two met, They were
married ﬁan:h 19, 2004. Life has
moved at a pretty quick pace since
then. They moved to Gillette,
Wyoming for a time and Matt
worked as a field engineer for
PCA Engineering. Sami worked
at Campbell County Memorial
Hospital. When the opportunity
presented itself to move back to
the Basin, they jumﬂed at the
chance. Outside of work the young
couple enjoys cross country ski-
ing and the sporting events in
Altamont.

While some things have
changed inside the old “Dairy
Freeze” - as it was known to
many - some haven’t, such as g
menu based on fast food items and
the cook herself, Wilda Stevenson,
whose smile has greeted custom.

€rs coming for a hamburger or |

milk shake for the past 28 years.
She said she isn't sure what it is

that’s kept her at the grill for |

almost three decades, “I don’t
know!” she says with a laugh. “I
Jjust like working ... either that or

the money, I g’uess that’s why we |

work isn’t it
Th_e 63-year-old says she’s been

S

thinking about retiring, but she's
sure that she’ll misg vigiting with
the school kids and people who
come in for b and fries.

. Ma}:ﬂf Gril cate;ls to all,
though they are genuin, ¥ respon-
sive to the junior high and E]Pgh
school crowd, indeed, red and biue
happen to be the Lon horn's
school colors. Altamont %I.I h is
planning their Senior Fund %ais-
121153 Dance at Matt’s Grill on March

Matt said he has always

amed of owning his own busi-
ness, and even played “Matt's
Café” when he was a kid inside
the backyard play house. With
that ll'.mdy of an imagination and
the new energy found inside
Matt’s Grill its sure to keep at-
tracting business,

V85 | Mardh. AR5

STEADY HELP — Wilda Stevenson, cook at
Oman’s Café and now Matt’s Grill has been
flipping burgers and serving up fries and smiles
for the past 28 years. The long-time Altum9nt
resident says she wouldn’t have stayed working

50 long, but she just likes it.
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Altamont’s Foy wins national mat title

By ALpoN RACHELE
arachele@ubmedia.biz

McKay Foy from Al-
tamont placed first at the
2018 National Wrestling
Championships in the
145 pound class. He won
the High School National
Finals in Virginia Beach
this March in the Junior
Division by beating Mi-
chael Weber from Montana
7-1. Both are three-time
champs in high school
wrestling. Last year Foy
was also a national cham-
pion.

“I hit two cradles and
a takedown in the cham- -
pionship match. It was a
goal for me to be an All
American. The top eight
wrestlers gain All Ameri-
can status. There were 129
wrestlers in my weight
class. I had to win seven
matches to get the title,”
Foy said.

Altamont was able to
take nine wrestlers to the
tournament.

PHOTO FROM FOY FAMILY

McKay: Foy (left) took first place at the High School National Finals at Virginia Beach. Also pictured is his dad Mike Foy.

“I would like to thank - be successful. They pushed Foy become a three-time in February at Richfield.
my coaches and teammates me to win the national state champion in the 2A He won 1A state titles as a
as without them I wouldn’t championship,” Foy said. State Meet that was held freshman and a sophomore.

COUMT Y ;.
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MEMORIAL

Continued from page A-1
with state law.

Division of Consumer Protec-
tion Executive Assistant Shauna
DeWolf, who signed the letter
from the state, was vague about
how the agency received any in-
formation about the fundraising
campaign in the Uintah Basin,

“Maybe a consumer called,”
she said, “or our auditor came
across it.”

Division Director Kevin Olsen
was also unsure why money to
build a local memorial would be
questioned, but he wasn't shy
about suggesting that people
shouldn’t fear his office.

“A lot of people don't under-
stand the law so they fear us,”
he said. “Generally we will get
information fromalot of sources,
someone calls, we read it in the
paper, maybe even on the radio.
When we hear that someone is
goliciting, it is our job to make
gure the organization is truly a
cheritable organization.”

The director explained that
his goal is to support charitable
orgenizations.

“Thesekinds of donations are
asizable portion of the economy.
These organizations do a great
gervice,” Olsen said. “We don’t
want to discourage that kind
of work. We do, however, want
donors to have confidence in
their donations. As long as that
confidence is protected, then the
dollars will come in. If people
lose that trust or that confidence
then they won't donate money.
We don't want to be viewed as
bad guys; we want to be viewed

as partners in bolstering that
confidence.”

Both DeWolf and Olsen want
consumers to check the division
Web site, www.dcp.utah.gov, for
organizations that are registered
entities.

“Clonsumers often call us to
see if a certain organization is
registered,” DeWolf said, “We're
not about closing someonedown.
We're about finding them so they
can register.”

Organizations that refuse to
register can be fined $500 per
violation. Each piece of mail
soliciting a donation can be
considered a violation.

Duchesne County Commis-
sion Chairman Rod Harrison has
helped the Upper Country fund-
raisingcommittee. Herecognizes
that there is some discrepancy
about whether or not the veter-
an’s memerial fundraising even
qualifies as an organization that
requires registration.

-“We'll sort it out,” Harrison
said. “I'm sorry that people got
concerned,”

Because there are several
members of the committee
collecting applications for the
memerial, an exact count of how
many names have been submit-
ted has not yet been compiled.
Call's best guess was “close
to 200.” Sherri Holgate, who
gpearheaded the original project,
thinks the number is closer to
400,

“We've had a better response

than we ever thought wewould,”

Holgate said. “People are coming

out of the woodwork. We haven't

had the time to get together.”

Holgate said she’s found a
newspaper clipping from World
‘War [ which showed 16 0r 17 men
from Altonah who served.

“We need toadd those names,”
she said enthusiastically and
then explained how there was
a sincere attempt being made
to verify each name and that
the veteran was honorably dis-
charged.

The memorial is fashioned
in such a way that bricks can be
added asnames are obtained and
verified. Without an additional

building permit, the wall can-
not be more than 6 feet high,
which should accommodate 500
bricks.

“Hopefully we have enough
room to take care of everyone,”
Call zaid.

One woman called Holgate
with her father's name. The man
had served in World War II and
moved from Utah into Idaho.
Because of his love for the Uin-
tah Basin he has always kept a
Uintah Basin Standard subscrip-
tion. After reading about the
memorial, his daughter decided
that she would surprise him by
adding his name.

“I feel like people are more
patrioticthan wegive them credit
for,” Holgate said, suggesting
one reason for the cutpouring
of support.

The organizers are hoping
that the majority of the names
will bein place for the memerial's
dedication on Veterans’ Day,
Nov. 11. This is a traditional
ceremony in Altamont with
the local schools in attendance.
This year, however, there will be
several added features in honor
of the new memorial.

The committee, which con-
sists of Call, Holgate and her hus-
band, Doug, and Ted Kappen Call
want to hear from anyone who
might have additional names,
They are especially interested
in the names of Upper Country
boys who were missing or were
killed in any war the U.S. was
involved in.

Individuals can contact: Eric
Call at 435-454-4596 or 435-733-
0034; Sherrie or Doug Holgateat
435-454-3736; or Ted Kappen at
435-454-3758.
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Moab educator tapped
to lead Altamont Hig

By ViAnn Prestwich
Uintah Basin Standard

‘When Altamont High School
reopens on Aug. 24 the new
principal, John Huitt, will be
walking the halls, getting ac-
quainted with students, and
helping to continue programs
that have already been estab-
lished.

“Altamont is already doing
& great job,” Huitt said. “I just
want to keep that going. I want
to sit down with the staff and
see what their goals are. My
goal is to help them and be the
best principal I can,”

Huitt believes his eight
years as assistant principal in
Moab will help him be a good
principal.

“I've had some really ex-
cellent role models in educa-
tion,” Huitt said, mentioning
peoplehe worked with in Grand
County, andduringthe 10years
he spent in Filer, Idaho, as a
teacher and coach.

“We felt like he was what Al-
tamont needed,” said Ducheane
County School Board President
Nancy West. “He's willing to
go with the teaching strate-
gies that the district is hoping
to encourage and use over the
next year.”

West joined the Altamont
Schocl Community Couneil
in reviewing the applications
of 19 principal-hopefuls. Five
of those applicants were in-
terviewed. Parents from the
councilsatinontheinterviews
and offered input.

“The school board did make
the final decision,” West said,
“but having good input was
important.”

Algo important was the fact
that Huitt knows the direction
the district wants to go in. In
an effort to better understand
the area, Huitt has alreadz‘ at-

[ TSR [N S ——— ]

lege on a football scholarship.
When he got hurt, however,
he started to work construe-
tion in California where he'd
moved with his wife. Eventu-
ally the father of two, and now
grandfather to three, returned
to college and got not only
his teaching certificate biit a
master's degree,

“I like dealing with the
kids,” Huitt said cheerfully. “I
enjoy being around the kids. I
love their enthusiasm.”

Not all of his interactions
havebeen joyful, hawever, Once
while he was acting as dean of
students at Filer High School
thepolice came to hisoffice. The
officers felt that because Huitt
had a good relationship with a
particular student he would be
the best one to inform her that
her mother had just been shot
and killed.

“Definitely that was the
worst day in my entire career,”
Huitt said, still sounding sol-
emn years after the event.

The cheerfulness imme-
diately returned to the new
principal’svoice when he spoke
of happier days. One of the
most noteworthy was the day

John Huitthas been chosen
as the new principal of Al-
tamont High School.

he got to coach his grandson as
the football team won a state
championship football game.
“I've had some great mo-
ments,” Huitt said withalaugh.
“Whenstudents write and say I
wasan influence, thatisalways *

special.”

Nancy West.

GIVING THE COMMUNITY
SOME INPUT

When choosing a new principal for Altamont High School,
the Duchesne County School Board took recommendations
from the Altamont School Community Council,

“This council met ahead of time and read through the applications
and found ones that they thought looked good for the area and the
district’s goals,” said Duchesne County School Board President

In reality the council was not obligated to help with finding a
new principal. The state Legislature passed a law in 2000 requiring
that that there be a council to act as a linison between parents and
the school, and to develop plans to improve the use of funds from
the Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration,

Two years later the Legislature passed a second bill mandating
several changes in the duties and membership of the school com-
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A bird’s eye view.into one of the new classroo Alta:qfont;lfligf_tt-_
the square footage of the new Altamant High' éol;may;h&gmg@tﬁ
‘Manager Chris Houghton, - e s 7, e _ ;
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New .

By Steve Puro '8aid. “We had some soils igsues and a phone line doing this job,” he said. “It's such.a largeipart of
Uintah Basin Standard Til, __ thatran through the middle of the building that ‘the community. The water company, the city, the
= we had to get moved,” & Ppower company, they all.do ‘whatever they can to

] 1 things along,”
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The skyline in Altamont is changing as the Despite those setbacks, the construction has /help/pu 5 8 :
new AItamonﬁ*Hig‘h-’EE]inbl'ﬁm above the town.  been able to keep moving forward in S0me areas The project just wonldn’t be ag far.along as it
A large construction crane dominates the view as ‘as problems were resolvediin others. is without the gres contractors working on the
walls continue to rige, “We were ra lly worried about it there fora school according to Houghton. -

Mild winter weather has enabled the construc-  while as we came in to ‘winter, " Houghton said, mh_é:building‘is'beingbuﬂtinphapau. Houghton
tion crewsto move forward and regainsome ofthe  “This winter hasbeen nice andhashelped us pick .expects that some partsofthe praject will beready
time lost when the project hit some unexpected up a lot of e B il oo dor “punchlist” and inspection inning in May.
felays carlier in the year. (1 - Houghton s gratefultothe community for their  nspeg lons sill tart at the gym andikitchen
' “We had water table issues,” Westland Con-  support during the project. 2 0 R R i A i s T LSO
Struction Operations Manager Chris Houghton = *That’s one of the things that s nice about SEE 'SCHOOL onA-2
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“Over the years we've had some
pretty good knock-down drag outs ...
in some areas the ditches aren’t ad-
equate and water flow isn’t used the
wayit should be,” explained Mitchell,
who is a veteran deputy sheriff in
addition to being mayor. “Everyone
getting their fair share is always an
issue,”

Thanks to $626,000 in low-inter-
est loans and grants from the Com.
munity Impact Board and the Com-
munity Development Block Grant
program, Altamont irrigators will see
their water shares fulfilled — for
some it will be the first time, said
Mitchelt.

Everyone in Altamont who owns
land owns water shares because they
are on the Bureau of Indian Affairs
Water System. Because it is BIA wa-

ter, the water shares stay with the
land when it is transferred or sold,
'To help pay for the new piped irriga-
tion, all water assessments are going
up, but in amounts “that are reason-
able,” according to Mitchell.

“Thepricedependson theamount
of property they own ... they are

projecting less than a yearly total of
$180 per acre, but ail of this is still
being figured out.”

Regnrdlesa of cost, thisis a Project
that Altamont residents have railied
argund.

“We are pretty excited to see it
finally come and to get it done. The
community has been really good on
this, we've had a lot of support,” said
Mitchell, The little hurdles we have
had to jump over have been really
easy because the biggest share of
people have wanted it really bad.”

The project has taken five years
from drawing board to reality,
Mitchell explained. They were off to
a good start when the engineering
firm they hired closed after the owner
retired. Then there were delays due
to technical issues with rights-of-way
settlements, and finding funding
sources is always time-consuming.

The piping basically comes down
the existing ditches. It begins about
one mile above town, goes to a stor-
age pond on A hil), enters Altamont
Town on the north and branches out
with different laterals, said Mitchell,
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No joke! There were nine Eagle Scouts at the Altamont Stake Eagle Court of Honor on April 1.
They are Dallon Christensen, Daniel Lindsay, Jake Famsworth, Nick Samuels, LaDeli Brinkerhoff,

Erik Carlson, Tait Mitchell, Bryce Fisher, and Randy Bird.
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ALTAMONT CAFE OWNERS RETIRE
Omans say goodbye

By Cheryl Mecham

There’s heen a lot of burgers
flipped on Oman’s-Café grill on
Altamont’s'main street“over-the -
past three decades, an important
era for all the young and old alike
who came hungry, either for food
or a job,

Orlan and LaWana Oman esti-
mate they cooked over 300 head of
local beef and employed about B6
peoplewhile they operated thecafé.
Now pleased with their business’
contributions to their community
they can happily close their doors
and geton with... grand-parenting.
“Orlan and the boys built the

RETIREMENT FEELS JUST
FINE — Orian and LaWana Oman
have been busy the last three de-
cades running Oman’s Café, a fast-
food grill on main street in
Altamont. Last month they sold the
café and are easing into a slower-
paced lifestyle. They say they time
was right to leave the café, but
they’ll miss visiting with their cus-
tomers,

Dairy Freeze,” reminisced
LaWana. Her husband, a brick
mason by trade and his sons, Val,
David, Randy, Rick and Delbert
began construction of the building
the summer of 1973. The decision
to own and operate their own busi-
ness came about one year after
Orlan had lived in the same motel
in Grand Junction while working
atabrick-layingjob. He was plumb
tired of being away from home.

There was no marketing survey
done. At that time LaWang said,
“You couldn’t buy a sandwich in
Altamont.”

Orlan and the boys knew what
sweatand muscle would berequired
to raise the structure, after all ...
the year before (1972) they had
construcied a floral shop for Orlan’s

mother, Alice. The building lot,
LaWana reported was an old pas-
ture that bordered main street.
Oman's fast food café would actu-
elly be an addition to that building,
Fashioned in cinder block, mortar,
rock and brick, the buildings were
created with the familiar materials
of Orlan’s trade. Bit by bit the
Oman’s paid as they went, only
having toborrow against the equip-
ment inside.

The doors officially opened Jan.
2,1974 and therewasfreeice cream
for all to celebrate,

Hamburgers cost 50 cents, an ice
cream cone sold for 25 cents, a
small soft drink cost 20 cents, a
float 60 cents. The
. grill wasbusiest at
lunch time, when
' the kids from
Altamont high
school came over
for lunch. Those
. who forgot their
' lunch money ate
with an IOU, and
the same policy
held for truckers
and those alike
. who came in with-
. out their wallets.
| LaWana
worked the café
during the day,
{ and Orlan, who
had kept on work-
ingasabrick-layer
foratime, came to
help in the eve-

RECENTLY SOLD — Oman’s
Cafe, the first fast food restaurant
in Altamont which housed a west-
ern boot shop and fabric and sew-
ing store haschanged hands. Own-
ers Orlan and LaWana Oman sold
the building and café business to
Matt and Sami Melinkovich. It is
now known as Matt’s Grill.

nings. Their children, grandchil-
dren and neighboring teens grew
up working at the café, even after
graduation and between college
semesters they returned to work,
LaWana said. Even the kids who
weren't employed there knew it
was a wholesome place, Some wan-
dered in asking to use the phone,
some wandered in asking for a ride
home when their parents forgot
them after a school event, “Orlan
tooka few kids home, too!” LaWana

SEE CMAN on page 19
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Continued from page 13

chuckled.

There were a few adults em-
ployces who came.and want, and
Wilda Stevenson.

Wilda fits in a category all on
her own. She’s cooked and waited
on folks at the café for 28 years,
and has stayed on - now working
for new owners Matt and Sami
Melinkoviche. (See related story -
“Matt’s Grill keeps the sizzle on
Altamont’s main street.”)

In 1984 responding to local
need the Omans expanded their
business, stocking over 600 pairs
of weatern boots and athletic wear
in the spacious café, and diversi-
fied even more creating a fabric
and sewing shop. Business was
good, LaWana recalled. “In 1986
my brother, George, and sister-
in-law, Bly Glines, ran the café
and Lori Oman, our daughter-in-
law ran the Boot and Fabric Shop
while we went away.” The couple
left to serve an LDS mission in
the South Africa Capetown mis-
gion.

Orlan and LaWana say they
never had any catastrophic prob-
lems in all that time running their
own business. The oil business
boomed then declined, but overall
LaWana said, “after looking at
the books it was steady, about the
same year to year.”

Oman’s Café suffered a couple
of minor break-ins, but they say
nothing happened that ever
prompted them to think of quit-
ting. After all these years, the
Omans recognized the service that
their café has been to the commu-
nity, and the provident lifestyle it
has afforded them so they could
give something back to Altamont.

For the most part that’'s what
has kept the Omans going — the
people of their small town.

“That’s what I enjoy is pleas-
ing people. You don’t even need
their name when they call, you
know who they are when they
say, ‘I want my usual.' That’s
what I'm going to miss the moat,
seeing the beautiful people. There
are s0 many nice people and the
kids, the school kids are so great.”

LaWana said she won’t be the
only one missing out on the social
life at the café, because Orlan’s
buddies will drop by in the after-
noon to visit with him.

The Omans don’t have to re-
think their deecision, that’s he-
hind them now, carefully decided
last January when they got a call
asking if they would consider sell-
ing their property.

“We decided because of our age,
we're 71,” LaWana said.

As for future plans? Why, that's
all up in the air. They can do
anything they want ... but what
they most want, LaWana said, “is
to spend a lot of time with the
grandchildren.”
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concemed parents and teachers from the schoo! are worried about the health effects a chemi-
cal being used to remove the color from the water.

Parents: Altamont
needs new school

By Geoff Liesik

Theorange-brown water com-
ing from the taps at Altamont
High School is only the most
visiblesigns of the building’s age.
There’s alsc the heating and air
conditioning system, the sewer
system, the electrical system and
thefire protection system. It’sall
failing.

At Thursday night's- Duch-
eane County 8cheol-Board meet-
ing, members of the Altamont

AGING STRUCTURE HAS MAJOR PROBLEMS

community and school adminis-
tratorsinformed the board of the
school’'s deteriorating physical
plant.

“We have great students in
our building along with great
parents in our community,” said
Altamont Principal Glen Sim-
kins adding later that there are
“significant building problems”
with the 56-year-old structure
that the school board should
know about.

Simkins said when the dis-

trict’s facilities manager, Tony
Grant, was asked whether
Altamont’s water and heating
system would last for the next
10 years, the answer was no.
“Hedoesn'tthink that there’s
any way those systems will hold
up,” Simkins said.
Theschool’'s water pipesareso
rustythatthewater runsbrown.
The chosen solution is to treat
the water with a chemical called

e

" 8EE ALTAMONT on page Ab
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Over 126 parents and community
patrons joined the students at
Altamont Elementary for their Vet-
eransg’ Day patrioticobservance. Fire-
men, policemen, and other publicser-
vants were honored along with the
veterans,

The day began with a flag-raising
ceremony conducted by the Ameri-
can Legion, directed by Vear]l Tucker.
Musicinstructor Brian Gibson played
thebugleballs. Led by Paula Jenkins,
and outfitted in t-shirts of red, white
and blue, the 5* and 6* grades per-
formed the National Anthem in both
song and sign languege. Second
grader Derek Faircloth was heard
saying to his teacher, Virginia
Brotherson, “Teacheryumy foverite
colors dre ted, white and ble.?

*

PATRIOTIC PERFORMANCE — Altamont Elementary students sing
“The Star Spangled Banner” in both song and sign language at flag-raising
program to celebrate Veterans’ Day.

Patriotism alive and well
at Altamont Elementary

After the crowd moved to the gym,
Jenkins und Beth Gardner led the
children in more rousing patriotic
gongs. Members who have served in
theU.S. armed forcea took their turns
standingat attention whilethehymns
of their service branches were sung.
More than a few tears were seen glis-
tening on audience faces during this
performance and the projected show-
ing of historic scenes of patriotism
done by Miss Cerol Snapp. '

Principal Larry Henry e?reased |
hisappreciation forall whohad helped
in the stirring presentation. He
thanked those who had attended in
order to join in the spirit of the day,
showing love and appreciation for
America and.for. thoge who unself-
ishly serve.

THREE GUN SALUTE — Members of the Duchesne postof th

VFW give

the traditional three gun salute during a special program on Veterans Day.
Duchesne students also leamed about patriotism and the value of sacrifices

made by veterans.
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UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY

REGIONin%gI?M 3
NO. FILE P 0193

Police officer turned educator

helps Altamont

Submitted by Edythe Marett
Altamont Elementary School Librarian

So how does a police officer with
30 years' experience in the state’s
largest city adjust to teaching small
groups of elementary children with
special needs?

Ben Lemmon of Bluebell, whose
areas of expertise varied from inves-
tigating sex crimes to dealing with
robberies, assaults, kidnappings, and
vehicle theft, made an abruptchange
upon becoming a Title I teacher at
Altament Elementary School.

Lemmon's career in law enforce-
ment began after he graduated from

school kids

Weber State University with a de-
gree in Criminal Justice, In the mid-
708 he worked as a SWAT officer,
having received special training in
Washington, D.C. For a time he was
a teacher at the Utah Police Acad-
emy in Salt Lake County, and was
also once an instructor at the Fred
House Corrections Academy. He
served as president of the Utah Peace
Officers Association in 1988-89.

As a sideline which went along
with his police responsibilities,
Lemmon was an investigator for the
Office of the State Medical Exam-
iner. He was often called upon to
investigate suspicious or unnatural
deaths —~ homicides and accidental
deaths, °

At thetime ofhis retirement from
police work in March 2004, Ben was
thedirector of publicsafety and chief
of police for the University of Utah.
He worked closely with famed foot-
ball coach Urban Meyer.

Coach Meyer presented Ben with
an autographed U of U football with
all of the names of the football team.
Along with the rest of Utah, Ben was
delighted when this year's U of U
team went 14-0 by winning at the
Fiesta Bowl.

Ben always remembered with
pleasure his experiences while grow-
ing up 6n a small farm in Salt Lake
County. His lovely wife, Sherry, also
came from a small-farm background
in Ballard. They had a strong desire
to have their little girls experience
the kind of lives they had as children.
The Lemmons were fortuntate in find-
ing an available piece of ground in
scenic Bluebell where they havesince
built a new home.

Ben said he has always loved kids,
and he has been able to give special
help to some of them, He fondly re-
called assistance he gave to a 17-
year-old who was kicked out of his
houseby hua mother. T.heyboy talked
He e ReR i ip palichiopl
=y&buser in 1980 to a position as a
police officer in a smell town in 1988.

Ben thoughtofperhapsdoingsub-
stitute teaching in his new commu-
nity, but upon talking with Altamont
Principal Larry Henry he learned
thatthe TitleI teaching position was
open at Altamont Elementary,

“There are times when the right
person is in the right place for the
right task. That's how I feel about
having Mr. Lemmon at Altamont
Elementary working to improve
children’s reading and math skills.
Lemmon has the ability to positively
interact and communicate with stu-
dents. He enjoys challenging them
to succeed and they enjoy and accept
the challenge. He has made and con-
tinues to make a difference in the
lives of students,” said Mr. Henry.
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of rules. This year's event
<was capped at 80 teams but
he said there were another
30 or so teams that were
turned away. Next year the
event will move to Duchesne
and up to 150 teams are ex-
pected to enter, Burton said.
A saddle, donated by Me-
Call Saddle Company of Ver-
nal was the grand prize. The

top three teams received cash

prizes, bits, ropes and reins.
Platinum sponsors of the
event include McCall Saddle
Co., Stone Well Service, Run-
ners LLC, TJ's Tire Pros,
Best Fire and Safety, K&K
Sanitation, Robinson Dental
and M. Esplin LLC.

“Buckaroo events are
slow and the free for all
events are really run and
gun, so I did my best to com-
bine the two and remove the
judging,” Burton said. “No
one can argue with a time
clock.”

Jake Jensen, from Price,
judged the event Saturday.
The judge’s job is to time
the event, make sure the

“JOHN THOMPSON
Austin Burton is an organizer
and competitor in ranch rodeo
competitions. The Altamont
Ranch Rodeois gaining popu-
larity duetoits uniquerulesand
fresh stock.

these rules slow the pace. 1If
you're smooth that's what
makes you fast.”

It's a progressive event
o the fastest teams in each
round advance. There are

three rounds. Burton wants |

the cattle to act as natural
as possible and his first rule
is don’t rough up the stock.
«With rodeos, people
just own stock and rent
it out,” he said. “But the
cattle we use are actu-
ally someone’s livelihood.
It’s hard to get cattle that
haven’t been roped but it’s
a huge thing for me that
the stock is fresh. That’s
what brings in the competi-
tors.”

Joops are legal and to call any The best teams are

rodear violations. ) made up of well-rounded
It requires competitors  cowboys that can do all

to understand how to read three jobs efficiently, Bur-

cattle and showcase their
stockmanship, he added.
“You have to know what

ton said.
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Recording contract is prize
for Basin singer/composer

Katy Lou Barton has been “on

stage” since she was an infant--
going with her mother to a speech
toumament,
1 A life of music and performing
has paid off for Barton, who was
recently named winner of a
$100,000 recording contract for her
competitive efforts in the Fowler
Ali-Night Sing Talent Contest con-
ducted in Branson, Mo, and
Nashville, Tenn,

Fowler is a respected agency
known for scouting talent, particu-
jarly the Oak Ridge Boys and over
300 other recognized artists.

‘The "contest began with nearly
3,000 competing for this grand
prize, and after progressive per-
formances, tapes and numbers
being sung into a telephone, Barton
was notified of her $100,000 grand
prize winnings.

The funds she sees going to cover
production expenses, backup band,
background singers, studio time and
promotion of her CD's and tapes,
plus a performance video,

“But it's a solid way to get your
foot im the door,” says the 29-year-
old: Barton who not only sings a
variety of styles, but composes
much of her music.

“Angels Look Through my Eyes”

is a piece she wrole using personal
experiences, She was approached
by a little girl once when she was
dining out with friends. The girl
said she came up to Barton because
she locked so much like the girl's
mother who had just died. “You
never know who you will effect,”
says the gifted singer. “God sends
angels into your life every day.”

She wrote “Riding the Wind”, a
story about a young man drafted
into war who doesn’t return home,
after talking with mothers with sons
in harms way.

She remembers singing ‘‘Candy
Kisses” on the madio for Fred
Brown when she was five.

“I've just been raised on the stage
doing' lights, sound and perform-
ing,” says this energetic woman.

Before her involvement with the
Fowler talent search competition,
she filled the part of Aunt Eller in
the Outlaw Trail Festival produc-
tion of “OKLAHOMA!".

Katy Lou is the daughter of
Donna and Jack Barton of
Altamont. Her mother is now a
retired speech, drama and forensics
coach from Altamont High Scheol,
and holds a long-running record of
state titles to her professional cred-
it.

Katy Lou Barion

Barion says many in her family
are performers,

Katy Lou began voice lessons
ahout 12, and her mother took her
to Salt Lake City for lessons. She
also studied with Pat Stringham.
Her music career began in classical
training because she wanted to per-
form on Broadway, At about age 22
she shifted to more gospel oriented
music.
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Miles is Altamont’s
Legendary Gowhoy

Submitted by Jennifer Rook

Ron Miles of Bluebeli —
Altamont Longhorn Days'
Legendary Cowboy for 2009
- is a country boy through and
through.

Never one to hold down
a 9-to-5 office job, Miles has
farmed and ranched in the
Bluebell and Mt. Emmons area
his entire life. He's also spent
countless hours chasing cows,
riding horses, and relaxing in
the High Uinta mountains and
can’t imagine life being any
other way.

Miles was born in Mt.
Emmons 70 years ago in his
grandparents’ hometo Fayand
Alice Crosby Miles. He got an
early start at the farming and
ranchinglifestyleand evenrode
his horse, Polly, to school every

day through thesixth grade. He Page A-10 - UINTAH BASIN STANDARD, July 21, 2009
took over the irrigating with a ) .

shovel when he was 12 or 13 [
and worked hard, changing
water twice a day.

Miles always helped put up
hay as well, working with a
horse team, a bull rake and a
siacker, and a dump rake to get
the job done.

1n 1959, he married Carolyn
Goodrichright after she gradu-
ated from high school. The
couple bought their first 160
acres in 1964 and began their
own farming and ranching
operation. Carolyn Miles said
her husband hasalways worked
odd jobs in order to pull them
through,

Miles worked shearing
sheep. He was also a packer for ]
the U.S. Forest Service, drove
a school bus, milked cows, and
worked for otherranchers. One
particularly fun job he enjoyed
was being a wrangler fora pack
and guide service for fishermen
out of U-Bar Ranch.

The Miles purchased an-
other 160 acres in 1973 and
increased the size of their
operation.

Miles eaid he's always had
beefl cattle and a dairy.

“I milked cowb for 30 years
and even had sheep for quite a
while,” hesaid. “I'verun cattle |
onRock Creek forover 35years |

i SRR
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|
now, too.” | PR VLT
The Miles have seven chil- |3+ﬂ2;.{=_§,’:'g.;'-, Lasth.
dren: Jon E,, Darla (Harris), (B S v.'"_‘i'h P sl 4,
Curtis, Daryl, Rhonda (Ayla), e 5 e o s e (R RTEATE
Donald, and Greg, all of whom | e Ty e ity
have their father’s love for the 4 Jé".." ; .-,T;;_';_r‘i iy
land and the community they S o i o T g
hail from. They all view their e P KN
father as a legendary cowboy S S - SUBMITTED PH
as ‘S‘;ﬁ;{l d Miles sums up his Bluebel! resident Ron Miles has been.named the Legendary Cowboy for Altamont Longhorn

feelings about his father best Days 2008.

when he says, “I hope someday

to be half the man that dad is.

Thosearesome pretty bigshoes

to fill. I have always said that I

can break a horse to a certain,
point, but it is not until Dad

climbs on it and puts a few

miles on it that it is actually

broke,”

Jennifer Rook is the ad-
vertising represeniative and
a contributing writer for The
Edge Magazine.
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Continued from Al

a major shift in the mental
approach to a reporting
system.,

“It will be a whole
new experience for teach-
ers,” Young said. “And
even more sa for parents,
They'l! have to learn how
to read their kids' report
cards again.”

Those involved in the
pilot program know that
there will be struggles,
but have plans in place to
overcome them,

“We'll have lots of
professional development
trainings for the staff,”
Young reported to the
school board. “We'll make
sure they're prepared. And
in the end, we really be-
lieve that this will be good
for the whole district.”
Young aiso talked about

the importance of public

awareness. It wilt be impor-

tant to educate the public,
especially the parents, Al-
tamont Elementary plans
to provide training sessions
for parents to teach them
about the goals of the pro-
gram and how to under-
stand the reports they'll
receive on their students,

“We will need patience,”
Young reminded those
present at the schoo! board
meeting. “This program
is not just new in terms of
content. It requires a new
mentality. This is chung-
ing the way we approach
education.”

Despite the challenges,
Young is confident that it
will be worth it,

“It will tuke some get-
ting used to,” he said, “but
I’m confident that it will be
great.”

—

|



By ViAnn Prestwich
Uintah Basin Standard

Sandra Swasey waved goodbye to
her fourth grade students on the last
day of school in May, tidied her class-
room for summer break, and prepared
for surgery.

Her memories from that day—and
the three months that followed — are

gone.

However Swasey’s students, hun- -

dreds of whom she has taught over
two decades, remember her and are
making sure that when the Altamont
woman finally returns to her home it
- will be properly outfitted for what is
gure to be an extensive recovery.

During homecoming week last
month, students at Altamont High
School and Altamont Elementary
Schools participated in a walk-a-thon,
a calling blitz to sell cinnamon rolls,
and a health fair as part of a fundrais-
ing effort for Swasey. They raised sig-
nificantly more than the $10,000 goal
set by the events’ organizers, though
they won’t say how much more just
yet.

The fundraiser wes initiated by
the leadership of Altamont High's
Family, Career and Community Lead-
ers of America chapter, but the true
beginning was years ago when Swasey
and her husband, Doug, became an
integral part of the community.

HeownsSwasey s, the grocery store
in Altamont. She taught school.

“At one time or another almost
every student here has been taught
by her,” said Altamont High Princi-
pel John Huitt, explaining one of the
reasons studentafelt connected tothe
woman who is still being fed through
atube.

“That store has donated to the
schools for every graduation, Eas-
ter egg hunt, and bike race,” said
Altamont teacher and FCCLA ad-
viser Carrie Fausett, referring to
Swagey's.

. “The fact is they have served our
community so well, people wanted to
pay it forward,” Fausett said. “This is
our chance to honor them in difficult
times.”
. For Swasey, the difficulty started
when doctors discovered a cerebral
arteriovenous malformation or CAM
in her brain. The abnormal connec-
tion between the arteries and veins
usually forms before birth.
According to Stéphanie Mecham,
one of the Swaseys' twin daughters,
her 59-year-old mother needed sur--
gery to remove the mass, The proce-
dure seerizd successful utitil Medical

personnelnaticed onea: Beyes-

." . -........, + ....”v 4 . o 1 . j ol k r % W ; N da LA s ..I : : 2 A i
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was dilated. The mass had produced
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Altamont High School students Shonia Zn_aazo:.._mo«_-mo_.m_._mm?x
Averee Oman, Lacy Murray, and Dayna Sorensen, pictutred left to right,
organized a fundraiser during homecoming week fo generate money for
Doug and Sandra Swasey. The money, more than $10,000, will help the
couple modify their home so Sandra Swasey can get around when she f
is released from a rehabilitation facility. h

Altamont students

[

UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
REGIONAL ROOM

o E_.%vm,\o%ww

ugs O

19, /0



B

*yoam
oy A[rorey Lesemg aygy o1 ) jussaad
Aa1q) uaym pastelaa, Loy) Lsuom yonu
MO0 feoAdI T[4 BJUSPIYS 8y, ‘[00og
Y31 Juouxe)[y 38 pajdasoe 3uraq [1138
are sfesemg ay) I0] suopwuo(

s --.N.Hmu
-uBg JO 2480 @XE] pue uo af p[nca [ o8
8san3 |, Xjemb pres fesemg |, “Jaeey
e owm ased ApOGomog ‘PIATedaT BA J
ey JO 85NBISY ABP0] AAIE U [,
» - Jouop snowiuous
ue w0l juwidsuer) 1389y B pPaAladal
o4 o03e sIB3A 8aIY) A[TBAN ‘a10joq
pua SurAtasal 9y} U0 uasq §8Y 9]
« Pua 2uiaradal
9113 U0 8q 03 81 103 prey 8,91 *Jy3riods
au uy aq 03 331 pus OW I0J pIBY 8,3],,
Pres eq ‘Burniquinyg Apsxd s3],

*auIoy {Ted 03

pnoad 5,81 AQunumnod oy} U SUa)
pue uaJpy2 ayj Aq pesrex Asuow
813 Jnoqe axjods sy B Yesur A[EID)
-BLIsjoRIBIIUN EBM Aosemg Sno(g
m,. «'88eImooua o) a1a}
fame (Burop a1am am mOT[ YBE BAeM]E
pmoa {sdasemg ay)) ‘Sun88nns sem
Afrumg] AU TSy M S9UIT) MaJ B JSGUIOUISI
I, 'POPP® audwy],  ‘sfasemg a3 ax1|
suoauos A[[eroadsa ‘passpu £[a108 a8
4ot Srunurmzod ai) Jo JHqUISW B 0F
sy} oy sweddey Surqawos usy
{003 ‘uny 31 epEW OYs JNq ‘prEs ays
1814 0P 07 pBY NOX I8JEa) Po03 BEBM
8y 'pood sBA 18] INg, *pres sufeyy,
#'s7j01 uoUreUUR [[98 SBM PIP [TV,
F| ; pclinl:chl
Jourtof sy Smdpey punoze peuusid
juaas ay) ur.sjedwnied 0} pe(d sem
Pukey], AqEUg JOIU9S. juotmely

« Surqdue uy ozedonted o) ejusp
=38 008 Y31y Jal 0) A58 JoU 8,7] ‘O
pazeure sisjussald oty) 10j pey Bjuap

iy ey) Padeal yonw moy Juesg,,

‘pres uww() , ‘pesudims 08 seMm I,
. *PSJEUNUISHIP FEM

UoljBuop Uudio puB UOTLIING ‘883UqY

mﬂﬂﬁ?& ﬁgm.anuﬁhsgnmvncﬁoﬂ
-BULIOJUT PUB USATS alam $)01S N[

*819[00d8-Udy pue Amejuswals

Yjoq sjeInpa 03 SY00q UIASE I0]
padusire y)T] wWoy s[3 ay) uop
$BUTPIO0D pue sT(8d euoyd ‘Suruuedjo
§Imoy 1897y, “10afoud Surures| aolaas,,
B 91 Supem pue j08foxd edlAles aipy
Burpuedys jo eacidde pmom Lesemg
ﬁuﬂ Paplosp pey SIepe3] Jo0yag
‘Avpsanyy, ue p[sy Irej qIeay ayy Aus

TorRSI0 03UT UM 0SB HIOLR YOy
« T 001$
8N SATS USY} puB S[[O1 USzZEp OM}

q p[ros adesd swog,, *pres uvwQ
‘snoxsuad Ares olem wordoo ,
3 ‘PIos a13M S[[0J UOWBUUID

§220P 092°T “Hasmag o3 Burpioaoy :

 13yoea) awn-6uo

Ll.‘..ll o S, A AR BN WA B A AR BN R EE

“1898|RIpUN) UOYI-B-Y|EM BY)
u) ejediopied ‘mojaq ‘sjuspnis
Kejuawsig juoweyy -Aosemsg
espueg pue Bnog 10) Jesjespuny
€ Jo ped se §||o1 uoweuuD ([Bs
0) sauoyd ay) yiom ‘Ye| ‘looyos
UbiH uoweyy je sepnis

«Topio ue
793 p oM PIBMO] JUdM £OUOT 3] JRYM

-pua I9Yj0 a1} uo uosad ay) a3 pjnom

A8y} 51 U008 FY,, "Pres UBWI() 3IAAY
U1l Sunmod aured syapao ey,
*S[[0d UOWBUUID
1198 0} 310439 e Uy p(noa Lat)) arrof1ars
PR[TEd §3U3pWys 3y} ‘FuIpsol 0] Pajoa
-ap Aqreord4y saynurw g1 oy SuLm(y
8882 03 8auoyd 120 Suraq 0] syuapmys
pagemodud A[[enioB UOIJRISIUIMPE
8, Jooyos Y3y ey} ‘98] sdBp oM,
"dooj ayrur-earyy B payfam sjuapmnys
[ooyas gdlg ay) uoocuIaye ay) uf
'8jUapnys atj} 03 SIS,
J00YS 0} I8YIUNB[ B PISTL SIAI]BIUET
-daa 1ajuap) Furesuncy) uleisEaYMION
PUR juaAz 8q3 a0y sdog 1317() pajeucp
[BULISA Ul 8a[1qn-s1AB(] “joam Fururcd
-9UI0t JJo PayIRy 381 ABPUOYY 81y} uo
JUOWE)[Y ur Yred ayj; punoss aru B
Pes[[es sjuspnys Arejuatala ay) uatf)
puv sa@pard pejaeqiod sjuepnlg
"Pres aye , Jayore)
sty djay 03 paey yem 03 Jaris sem

e b Sy W e W § e ——

"JOAB) BY) WINJaJ 0} UBSOYD SEY AYUNLULIOD BL) MON *ANunuwitiios '
ay) u) sieyjo Buidjey jo Liojs)y e eaey Aesems eipues pue Bnog

- 8y Ing ‘uogy-a-yem ano jo jdaouco

9Y) puwjsiepun A[[eal j,upip of,
"payBne| yaLpooy)
:-EQ
1nq A s7em o3 uod w1, ‘pres sdoq
S 913 JO auo WNLIOJPNE 243 JO Jno
unifem a1am am sy ‘djay 03 Suryjeuos
Op 0} pajuBM A[[801 5D Ay ], Teak 188]
194 peY 0yM BJUSPNYS 850Y3 U0 PIBY
Afreadse sem 31, "youIpoor) saeusp
[edpuLy LrejusuIs]y JUOUIBITY pres
«'09P1A 3U] (38A 0} PIEY BEM 3],
SOy AosBME 9T}
Je paxmbai eq pmoa j8y) sdures pus
EX[esapis mau oyj pue ‘aqnj Jurpaa)
ay} psureldxo uBwm() ‘)ISIA JUSID1 B
Bupmp Lesemg Jo uasie) pey oys 0spia
8 3uIs() 191IBY) JIULIO] PUB PUSLY
J19y3 0} pauaddey pey jeys Lpaexs
sjuspnye ey [[e3 03 Alquasse ue je
ayods ‘s, Aesemg eipueg Jo uEnod
18Iy ® pue [ooqag YSry juowrsyy
I8 I8yjJes] 3JUBWE ¥ ‘Hem() 1107
«'d[2Y 09 201338
-03,8WeD Sppy o1 [[e uayj pue ‘prey
Aqmpa1dut o8 payiom £ayJ,, 'SIUGAS .
e[} poziaedio oym sjuspnis o) Jo
Pres BIng  ‘omosams axam Loy,
“JI[B3Y UMO JT9Y) 10] 8162 0 MOy
BJUSPIYE 1[J83} PUB £oU0UI 8STBI PINOM
I8Y) S9MIANIE UM Bupmiodawoy Jo
3oM a3 paxoed saprmmos ey pus
uasualog BLLOY juapieald-0d mofja)
pue ugui() ‘Bamuueid pue ‘s[res auogd
‘aBupjeow dnaof|of Jo smoy JaY |
‘sfesemg a3 Jouoy,,
pue d[ay 03 A5U0wI BSTBI 03 YT PMOM
4ayy et} paa.de [re Loy uaym joafosd
80IAJa8 N2 v loj suorydo ssnosip o3
Bunjeenz sem dnoad a1} yet)) paurejdxa
UBW() 83I2AY JUBPISAIJ-00) VID0I
*a8noy sAasBME 3] 0] SUOT)
~BOPIpOW 9y 2Bl 0] pastel usaq sey
JuY} AUt atj} asn o) sj9adxa L[rure)
81} pus S0y WIN)21 03 I9YI63) JDULIO]
19y) 130dxa Juoure;[y ut sjuspnig
‘Prus umaxg
o STHOY 187 388 2940 9M J1 — S0y Jay
7% 19318 0 8av1] 03 3ut0d axe am sBuNp
813 QI POWI[AYMIAA0 U B4 ],
"BUr8)s uasq sBY] JIYjoW
Jay sleyM siejdsoy ay; o3 8s0[d
‘s3urrdg vSojuaeg UI SaAl] UMoIyg
‘amorg aruepy, 19jydnep
uIM) 18110 8 Assemg oY) pres ,Kep
41940 o) ® Bursozdwun st ayg,,
« 862150ad 0} anurjuod
T s3um Jeq) (yadoy axe sy, "pres
AesemgAno(y ‘ST B Y104 03 SUTIIES
are fa jydu puw wure 339[ JOH,,
A1a8.1ms 203
rendsoy ay) 09 Burod 10 [00Yos Jo ABp
J8e] 8Y) JaqUIaIaL 9, UBd 8y y3norje
'Pres pueqsny Jay ‘Buijeorunumon sy
PUB PBUAYBME S0UIS §BY L598MQ
*pres fasemg Bnoq ,‘dn axem
PINOM 918 J8Y) 80UBTYD OU IO [ Sem
81913 JBY3 81 o3 Sy jutod suo gy,
"BEIOD
B UT £B] ays 5Y3aM ()T JXOU a3 J0]
*A1o3ams ogur yoeq
uaye; A[2IBIpewiun sem ayg ‘js.mq
puB uB.lg Jey Ui a.nssatd aA18839%3



ot} SuMOfj0} §8Neg 10100(T

‘usgualog Aid 03 pall  ajon)'edoq S} pastes Loy  '0dpod pue JeUurp yonpod v, v sessEp Sunjenpead Fuiald mox g Sunqy, pue T Sumy,

-I90I 61 UOSUAIOG MSIY] aI9yA ‘gey() ‘ejeuocg UIaM|  UHm 088 sread welaq sorpey ‘smoy youq ATy B0 o gy poseaxp ‘epeaed Aep
A@M\ 07} U0 OI0UT OM] M ABU, WUIM JUBLY 0 ol Ju0.d A[[eal stuod Jut} U0y -dut1q Jnoqe [[e 8,[,, ‘Fam -Injeg eq}.1e 3138 urqno of
UBIPIIOpUBIS X[8 BAHY MOU -9 ST UTip U -Tpen) a) uo Lured o) fn.  Ajdax Joyy ‘sde(] uxoyduo 07 pepmep ?ﬁ..ﬁo&ﬁnﬁs
fLaq, Aowy] 9mydnup euo ' BWICD 07 8I8ak AuBwm 103 juwjaodut gBM 9] "9U0 Ul 8IN0Y S89[uNod Jnd EQ.anmncA. a_m___ Smeas

PUS ‘(9WTEF) UCIXRIG PUB 0] SAMUNUCD UONBIGEE? - 8 eyjefo) frmuwmodeq)  £a) AYm payse usym -18A0 8O 58] 19T} UQ
(otB8BY) A8UBL) ‘(A8AYS) Bpyy 98ty edoq gsnfoy  sBuniq gy ejunaicl eouid  stedooos Jedood se spered  oreng oy pue ney
puoq a1t} 88 [IEpUOM 58

"9102 sAeq woyBbuoT jo s|eysie PUBIS) PALUIBU UBBq BABY UUIM LAIUBY PUB UBSUBIOS ISUY  Bumyzewos YiLm passalq aq
_ . 1T® 14 94 aqdeul ‘sAtes
. 0 myesy Inousdo puR gn

pIaago] yonu sv £ed pue
¥ouq YN §8 0A1d 03 Surin
. puB fHUunmuiod mok Jur
-A198 WO ‘981 nod punoae
suoimas Sannd wory
doeop o8 smoad yery dgy
~puepy jo adfy ey 831
"puy 1948 03 A5pn| are ng
‘axsap I8 oM dispusLy:jo
adfy. o1 8,31 ‘LreurpIos)
-xo usaq 8y diyspusty
T, ‘[[9A 88 Bygadoy
sa0upd Auvur 0} [aART]
pae J9y1830) dn moxd o}
Arumyaoddo ey pey easy

MOU BI8 Aoy} Ieiadol
souojues uosLid g Jo Juey
-eamba oﬁgno% IoyB
| ynq ‘spueLy axam Aoyl BABQ
A uwI0q3uo] 03 oL ‘digs
] -pusLy 110q3 81 831AYeS IO}
1 urogy'emod o) Suny) Sur

£ -zeum jeow o) sdeqiag
“paIy 4y 20d8y
Jea1d e3u] o) Aq paardsuy

pumoIe 980Y[) SAIES 0} WLIBa]
TE uB> am JT ‘opqissod s

UBJIPIIYO J16Y T, ‘Sjqeredesar

9T}, FRM §3)LI0AB] JI5T3 J
ouQ) 'e3LI0AR] mFBE YBIUT(
B MO FYI0MBIY USSUOY
Apryg oY 638w 0).8pUN
JO Junos 8y} S[qunop pm
‘813[1B.) JIOMAI] 08 OY3 JI
9ju38 jean)g TNy Juonra
-V UA0p 8xa3{82d8 J0opaty
Juewemrad ‘yuamdmbx
punos ajqezod papeadn
-pnpout exmbow Aumure
o3 padpyI3I04 pIey Joq
Yoy s3uyy; Barzewe o J
swog ‘es(d axe) 03 §juUsD
-9A0XdIT PaMO[TB 598881
-1snq [¥30] puw Sunmme
ay) Jo sIequew Ea.d uo]
-Buop snorousd oy ‘eorATe:
30 w19y ayerpy SuLmgy
‘8A8(T uloyJao,
. M POJBIIDESE S1UAA
Ja)0 AUHND U3 J81) O IOLU
SPUSIXS SITAISE BT} IO
‘19)aio) sreak sArROASUG
TT J0J JUSAS aarjae &y
MBEI0A0 ATj0aIp Aoy,
‘e w10
-SaoT Surzroedio pue 30
-09818A0 TT'SD[ATEH JO 8T8,
hﬂﬂﬁnﬂﬁ I0J 9T0Z 10
uoreIgee]) sdeq wiogdao
juotreyy 8y Jo sjeysIuy
PURID) 8] 84 03 ULE0Y:
U830 SAHT] HUTM TATLIER
—Em GASUaI0g MSLIY

i E__m INOYN
Af gILLINGNG.

m_==a__== plieig m%__ __.______E__._ __m_===__ UL PUB U3SUDI0S

plepueis uiseg _._muc_:

ﬁm%-e g.

WOOY TYNOMOEY
IVEET ALNNOD KY.LNIN

9L0Z ‘61 Anp a%aoﬂ



Uintah Basin sdafd,usz

Tuesday, February 19, 2013 ——

T !
. ™ %I*. . ..."""
T S e e i
L~ U el T
s T - R T
L el G el el o i

itamont High Schoal won its fourth straight 1A state wrestling title. AHS had four individual state crowns. Altamont posted 181 points and Monticello was second at1
nd Richfourth. Duchesne placed fifth,

62. Wayne was third
9

AHS dominates 1A wrestling meet

By Atpon RAcHELE
Uintah Basin Standard

\ltamont won its fourth
ught 1A state wrestling
1 championship and

an easytime getting-
job done a3 the Long-
18 posted 181 points to
i8econd place Monti-
tat 162 on Saturday in
m. AHS has won seven
3 meet team titles. Cory
;_d was named Coach of

ear.
V&YDe was third at
3'and Rich at fourth
108 counters, Duch-
Pplaced fifth at 87,

1e Longhorns have
champs at 113 — Brady
BWOI'th, 160 - Rylee '
|70 — Kyle Foy, and
Cassidy Smith. Also _
g were: Second - 138
ke Thompson, 145 —
k Thompson; Third -
Dennver Knight, 285
yhon Melp,

le Foy reached his

f winning a fourth
title just like older

ar Bryson when he

1 Joshua Rose of
Valley-in only 35

Is at 170 pounds,

1ad to win to become

{ime state champ. 1

im down ona single

lithen cradled him
pin, I circled to the
nd drug him back
8ingleleg. I rolled

to the cradle,” Kyle

)r to his match he

d his younger broth-
e Foy beat Tommy
of Diamond Ranch
the 160 pound
which was Rvles’a
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PHOTD: LEESA STANSFIELD

The Foy Family are a happy bunch with Kyle and Rylee Foy winning state championships.
Parents are Mike and Amanda Foy. One son McKay was a junior high state champ this year.

Continuedlfrom Bl

son Payne, Milford and
Adam Platt, Bryce Valley;
145 — Derrik Thompson
bye and wins over Jacob
Fawson, Panguitch and
Tyson Chilly, Whitehorse;
160 — Rylee Foy bye and
wins over Gus Torgersen,
Escalante, and T'renton
Pearson, Milford; 170 -
Kyle Foy bye and wins over
Hunter Owens, Panguitch
and Kaleb Litster. .

182 — Cody Mitchell
bye and wins over Donnie
Corwin, Panguitch and
Isak Pei, Wayne; 195 —
Dennver Knight bye, beat
Rich Bushyhead, White-
horse; lost to Rowdy Josie,
Panguitch; 220 - Cassidy
Smith bye, wins over Bran-
don Lansing, Whitehorse;
PJ Leiatauna, Monticello;
286 — Stephon Melo bye,
beat Hayden Wells, Wayne
and lost to Kade Earley,
Rich,

Duchesne: 106 - Lane
Coil bye and wins over
Andrew Baird, Montjcello;
Jaden Elliett, Wayne; 113
~ Hayden Ivie bye, win

s Wbl Dwndhivwr Winernn

Hunter Bowring, Monticel-  Altamont was first af 132,
lo; 1562 — Christian Mahan  Monticello second at 113,
bye, and wins over Levi Wayne third at 68.5, Rich
Holm and Garrett Wolfley,  fourth at 60 and Duchesne
Panguitch.

After the first day

::iu,h 1" AL 16 400 pn

Silver, Jewelry Sale!!
'@&ﬁmm{ﬁhﬁn@ﬁ*@mm&?mr yll

Kyle Foy's opponent has his leg up in the air on his way to gatting p!nned in the 170 4
match. Foy from Altamont won his fourth state crown.

ts, Ghoir Directors and Music Leader]
| byﬁfaculfy of Utah State! Umversif;yx
Music|Department

~ director. 3&

| :-‘\'Hhat{he congregation needs fromianiorganist
J !deaswfur engaging hymn playing
lude
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CREDITS OTHERS FOR HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Tenacious teen is a living
lesson in determination

ByTherenaMorrill =~~~

‘When 16-year-old Jedadiah Curry
sets his mind to de something, he does
itinspiteof what might getin his way.
He has spent thousands of hours ac-
complishing a goal he sat for himself
atageeight...toearneverymeritbadge
the Boy Scouts of America offers.

Jed completed the requirements
for his 123rd merit badge last week.
Ironically that last merit badge was
the first one hastarted, more than five
yearsago.

From the very first merithadge he
completed, which was Family Life, to
the very last one, Radio, Jed has kept
pluggingaway, adding thebadgeaone
by one to his merit badge sash.

“I"ve literally spent thousands of
hours doing this,” Jed said.

The BoyScouts of America’s merit
badge program providesamechanism
for young men ages 11 to 18 to learn
abouta varietyoftopics, from Photog-
raphy to Genealogy, from Sail Boating
toBugling. Jed’s favorite merit badge
was Water Skiing. His mother, Penny
Curry, said he loved doing all of the
merit badges that had anythingtodo
with water, His least favorite was
Citizenship In the World.

To earn all 123 merit badges is a
very rare accomplishment. Kay
Godfrey, along time executive in the
Great Salt Lake Council of the Boy
Scouts of America, said that he has
beeninvolved inScouting for 25 years,
and has only known of two otheryoung
men who have earned them all,

ForJed,itisan even more amazing
feat because he battles cystic fibrosis
and diabetes.

Jed hasfought against the effectsof
cystic fibrosis since birth, but despite
the challenges he faces, Jed has tried
talivea normallife. He keeps up with
his schoolwork, even when he is un-
able to attend school, and he is in-
volved in extracurricular activities,

| Toeamall 123 merit
badgesisaveryrare
accomplishment... for
Jed, itisan evenmore
amazing featbecause
he battles cysticfibrosis
and diabetes.

T

Next month you can see him play the
role of Young Ebenezer Scrooge in
Altamont High'a production of “Bah
Humbug.” Jed ,has a job after
school and on Saturdeys workingcon-
struction and farming jobs for his
grandfather. For the past faw sum-
mers he worked as a lifeguard and
swimminginstructor at the Roosevelt
Pool. This spring he to play
baseball for his high 1 team.

When school starts in the fall, he
can bageen runningcrosscountry with
other teammates.
Thethresanda half milaraceiszsome-
thing he had to work up to.

“When firststarted tryingtorun,
Icouid only run twolaps{a halfmile},”
said Jed. “WhenI got to whereIcould

sprint that distance, I went to three

laps, and I just kept poing like that.”
Last year as a sophomore, Jed fin-
ished nineteenth in state competi-
tion. He had improved from his state
rankingof49* asa freshman.Jedsays
this improvement is because of his
parents, who helped him train.

SETTING HISGOALSHIGH—Jed
Curry, an Altamontteen, haseamed
alf 123 Boy Scout merit badges, a
feal in and of itself. But it is excep-
tionatly remarkable in viewofalithe
obstacles he overcame to accom-
plish that goal.

Jed’s perseverance hasserved him
wellin everythinghe hassst out todo,
He has served in saveral leadership

tant senior patrol leader, and BSA
lifeguard, among others. He was re-
cently elected into the Order of the
Arrow, an honorbestowed upononlya
few BoyScoutsthroughanominating

process,

Jed has gained local recognition
and is often asked to teach classes at
merit badge pow wows and speak at
Cub Scout Blue and Gold banguets
and church events. This month, one
Cub Scout troopin Altamont is using
the theme “Home Town Heros” and

positions within the Boy Scouts of Jed was chosen asone ofthe heros to

America—den chief, quarter master,
bugler, varsity team captain, assis-

SEE JED CURRY on page 22
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DISTRICT AWARDS

Terri Mitchell named |

teacher of the year

gﬂidon Rachele

Terri K. Mitchell, a teacher at
Altamont Elementary, -has been
named as teacher of the year by the
Duchesne County Soil Conservation
District.

Mitchell said, “Ataveryyoungage
I made the decision to become a
teacher. After high school I explored
others options, but teaching always
returned asmy passion. I worked asan
aide in Special Educationat Altamont
Elementary before graduating from
Utah State University with a teach-
ingdegree. ] started teaching second
gradein Altamont and I foundajoyin
math plus found magic with students
in science,”

She added, “Science was not a
strength in my growingup years, but
Ifoundstudentsioved wrappingtheir
minds around natural ohjects. After
seven years of teaching second grade
my fondness for the students pro-
vided an opportunity to move tosixth
grade to teach in a team situation. I
primarilyteachmath, scienceand arta.
This is my fourth year teaching sixth
grade.] have incredible students and
it is such a pleasure to teach them
about things that I find so much ex-

i

citement in learning about."

In an effort to expand her knowl-
edge base and pass it on to students,
Mitchell has taken many classes and
workshops. She had been a partici-
pant in the PAWS program for three
years. Doing this has added many di-
mensions from which her students
have benefitted-both directly and

indirectly. It has expanded her re-
sources and given her added confi-

_ SEEAWARDS on page 24

Continued from page 13

dence, Personnel from the PAWS pro-
gram have come to her classroomand
given presentations directly to stu-
dents.
“Lt. Travis Mitchell with the

Duchesne County Sheriff's Depart-
ment is my husband. When I doubt
Jnyself Travis is always there to tell
me to carry on. He, along with my
daughter Tammi, and mysons,
and Tait, are my best fans and sup-

yorters, Tait looks forward tome com-
inghome from classes so he can share
in what I have learned and take part
in new experiments. I love teaching,
but my family completes my life,” she
said.

e,

: ot ne R i -
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR — The Duchesne County Soil Conservation District honored Terri Mitchell,

L

asixthgrade

teacher at Altamont Elementary, as Teacher of the year. Pictured from left to right is Mark Monsen, Ed Bench, Terri
Mitchell, Lynn Burton, and Weldon Brown,
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Ormes selected as Altamont Grand Marshals

Teiry and Barbara Orme
were grand marshals for the
2013 Altamont Longhorn Days
Parade.

The couple moved from
West Valley City to Mountain
Home in 1974 s0 they could
taise their family of five.
Throughout the years, they
have been involved in Long-
hom Days activities, from cut-
ting watermelons on the side of
the church to cooking the meat
in the pit for the community
dinner and decorating floats
for the parade. Barbara was
known to clown around in the
parades and Terry cautioned
against forest fires as Smokey
the Bear.

Terry coached Little
League baschball at the park
when his boys were younger.
He also served as Little League
President. Barbara was a 4-H
leader who helped organize
prajects fo the park, including
the original sandbox. They working with the youth,
were also involved in scout- Terry and Barbara managed

o \

the Altamont Theatre for a few
years making popcomn, running
the projectors and selling tick-
cts and candy. Barbeara served
in the Altamont Elementary
PTA when they first moved to
the area, and both served in the
Altamont High School booster
“club and parents council for
several years while supporting
their children in their different
activities.

Terry worked as a parts
manager in Altamont for
several years before begin-
ning his work in the oil field,
He worked in the oil field for
several different companies
until he retired in 2003. Afier
retirement, he was a volun-
teer at Altamont Elementary
School as a grandfather in the
physical education department.
He serves as a membet ol the
American Legion Post 53,

He served in the U.S, Army
Reserve from 1963 - 1970,

Barbara worked as a
stay-at-home mom while her
children were young and then
began working for the Duch-
esne School District as a part-'
time aid for ConAmore. She
then began driving the school
bus from Mountain Home 1o
Myton and taught pre-school
at ConAmore. Barbara retired
from ConAmore and bus driv-
ing in 2007. She loved working

ing and have always enjoyed

D93

Altaront Longhom Days grand marshals Terry and Barbara Orme.

with the kids and enjoys seeing
them in the community.

Terry and Barbara were
both very involved in their
children’s activitics as they
grew up. Terry was an assis-
tant football coach for many
years and is still referred to
as “Coach” in the community
with players of every age. He
promised the boys one year
that if they made it to the play-
offs he would shave an “A™ in
his head. They made it and he
went to Stake Conlerence the
next day with the “A” shaved
into his head.

Terry and Barbara are
members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Laiter-day
Saints and have served in
many different church callings
throughout the years, including
working in the Vernal Temple
when it was first open and
most curtently in the geneal-
ogy library.

Terry and Barbara have five

children, 14 grandchildren,
and three great-grandchildren.

They ate proud to have raised
their five children in the
Altamont community and said
they can not imagine living
anywhere else. They both love
their country and are proud to
see the flag flying in Altamont
every July 24,



: 50th wedding anniversary

The children of Terry and Shauna (Fisher) Fieldsted |
happily announce their parents’ 50th wedding anniver- ‘{
«  sary. Terry and Shauna were married Jan. 25, 1969, in j
Altamont, Utah, and sealed in the Salt Lake Templein |
1979. They have been blessed with four children, Dustin
(Jana), Darrin (LeeAnn), Dallon (Megan) and Daisy (Ab),
and nine grandchildren. They enjoy spending time with
their family and working on the farm. i
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Terry and Shauna
Fieldsted are thankful for
their ancestors who came
to the Basin in search of a
good life. Peter Juel Field-
sted migrated to Utah from
Denmark, and settled in
Boneta in 1908. Moroni
Fisher was one of the first
homesteaders to come to

the Upper Country in 1906.

He built the first home in
Boneta.

Terry grew up in Bo-
neta with his brothers Billy
Shiner, Tony, and Gary
Fieldsted. They all worked
hard helping their father
on the farm. His parents
are Harry and Beverly.
Shauna grew up in Alto-
nah, with her brother Ray.
Their mother Bonnie Jean,
died at the young age of 24,
leaving two small children
and husband, Jack Fisher.
They stayed in Altonah and
were raised by grandpar-
ents, Delbert and Vernia
Shiner. Terry graduated in
1965 and joined the Na-
tional Guard in Vernal. He
volunteered to be drafted
into the United States
Army in Nov. 1966. He was
sent E’o'\_’ietnam in 1967.

On March 15, 1968, during
the Tet Offensive, when in
Trung Lap, Terry and Ser-

Terry and Shauria Fiel&ste_d

marned in 1969, and just
celebrated their 50th an-
niversary m,January They
lived in Salt Lake City until
movmg back to the Basin

in 1974. Terry worked for

Western Electric, Mountain
BeIl US West, Qwest and

UBTA (Strata). (total 41
years) They have raised
three sons; Dustin, Dar-
rin, Dalton, and daughter,
Daisy. They are praud of
their family and the honor-
able people they are. They
have blessed their lives, and
given them nine precious
grandchildren whom they:
love and enjoy. Terry has
served in various church
callings, scouting, and is an
active member of the Amer-
ican Legion. He served on
the Duchesne County Road
Board for many years.
Shauna worked as
secretary for Altamont
Elementary one year, until
the family increased. She
took the EMT course and
volunteered for eight years.
When they started the
traveling clinic to Altamont
she was hired to assist the
physician. She enjoyed
working with the physi-
cians and loved helping the
patients. (22 years) She

also worked a few hours a
week as secretary for the
Church Educational System
(Seminary) for 13 years.
She has served in severa
church callings also. They
have been serving together
as Church Building Service
Missionaries for their ward
building 2016

They love the people in
the Upper Country and
feelvery blessed to live
here. They love America
and appreciate our free-

doms. Their favorite quote

is “For those who fought for
it, Freedom has a flavor the
protected will never know.”
They appreciate all those
who honor and respect the
flag and what it stands for,
and honor all our veterans
and thank them for their
service.

This is a huge honor to
be named Grand Marshals
for Altamont Longhorn
Days, 2019. We sincerely

~ Thank You!
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Che Steakout cooks up new offering

I Steve Puro
{ntah Basin Standard

Sizzling T-bone stealk,
\ky Alaskan King Crab,
fekjuicy hamburgers, cedar
ank salmon, seared rib-eye
2k, slow cookediprimerib,

ecialty appetizers, “loaded" i

tked potatoes ...

193 your mouth watering
t?

Where, oh where, could a
rson find such epicurean
dights? Salt Lake? Denver?
1wattle?

How about Altamont, Al-
mant?

The Steakout is now open
1zt to Swasey's Sinclair sta-
m and convenience store

Altamont and is serving
od not found elsewhere in
ichesne County.

Owner and Chef Kyla
Ired has followed her pas-
wn for enoking and a desire

help Altamont grow by
wening a 50-seat restaurant

the Upper Country.

“T worked in human. re-

urces'for 18 years,” Allred
id. “While my husband and
verein Alaska for 10 years 1
wcame friends with a chefin
meauwhoencouraged meto
plore my love for cocking.”

Allred, an Altamont High
:hodl graduate, and her hus-
wnd Darrin returned to their
wtsto be cloger to family, As
ey discussed their options

UINTAH CUUw i) LIBRARY
REGIONAL RGOM
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A rib-eye steak dinner along with fresh vegetables, a
“loaded” potato, and house salad are ready to be enjoyed.

for a business, she decidedrto
follow her passion for cooking,

“We obtained a lease fora
‘husinesslocation in Altamont
which had been vacant for &
number of years,” she said.
“Remodehng began in June
this year.’

The Steakout opened for
business during Thanksgiv-
ing week.

“The tables have been
packed three hours. a night
for dinner every night sinee:
weopened,” Alired said,

The cozy restaurant offers
a choice of booth geating,
tables and stools at the bar.

Word of mouth advertising
has been strong and people
could be overheard at hearby
tables describing how they
were there for the first time
because they had heard how

gl;lnd the food testes.
" The Steakout iz not your
average smell town café.

“I 'have made sure that
our supply of seafoad comes
from Alaska through Utah
distributors,” Alired said.

‘Being a restaurant owner
is anew experience for Allred
and she admits there is a
learning curve to getting it
right. She and her staff of 12
are tweaking things each day:

“Those were 12/jobs that
weren’t in town before we
opened,” she said. Being am-
ply staffed means the service
ig quick. The community and
locals have been very sup-
portive, Altred said.

“Our normal hours will be
11 a.m. until 9 p.m. Monday
through Thursdays and 11
a.m.until 10 p.m. Fridaysand
Saturdays,” she said. “But;
people have wanted to book
the restaurant for company
Christmas parties, 8o during
December we will only serve
walk-ins until 7 pm.”

Don’t get theiidea abthis
point that you can book your
holiday get-together at the
Steakout this Christmas
season. The restaurant is
completely booked every
evening through the holidays.

“We will have open dining
by reservatign on New Year’s
Eve,” she said. “It willjhe an
evening of king crab, prime
rib, stuffed halibut, and more,
beginningat 5 p.m. and going
until 10:30 p.m.”

People interested in mak:
ing reservations for New
Year's Eve_should call the
restaurant at 435:454"4088,

‘Daily meal orders can.also be |

called in for, pick-up.

“Build your own” one-
third pourid burgers|
at $9.99 with fries or

and steaks start at $14. 99'
for a 6 oz. siflpin, Pasta and.

chicken dishes are also avail-
able starting at $9.99. Prime
rib is available Friday and
Saturday. For dessert, try

a “Skookie,” a large thn:_lt
oonkletoppedmthlcem'ﬂhm

s__-_1n Altamont

STEVE PURD, uwmmsrmum
The Steakout offers a varisty of meals'n rangmg from staak to meat with gravy on top.
Owner Kyla Allred wanted'{o help expand the businesses and services offered in the
Upper. Country community.

5\‘. 1

STEVE PURO, UINTAHBASIN STANTN

Astate of the art grill andioven sears steaks to trap the juices at The Steakout.in Altamont.
The new restaurant offers a wide variety of foods from hamburgers to T-bone steaks to Alas-
kan seafood! }
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Lrougnt Londitions Slow Progress of Homesteaders
The strong became stronger

homesteaders fought to survive

By Cheryl Macham

Homesteaders who gave a part
N ——

of their soul to bring water to
their lands watched with

i ion as 8 crop pushed its
way through the sdil ... abundant
first harvests came in, granting
food for table and manger. Then
there was drought.

With no_reservoirs in place,
canals ig:lne&;:p Fields sown w]ith
seeds for upcoming crop lay
dusty and dormant, those who lost
heart moved away, others with
gritty determination held on, but
hunger and hardsh “{'a‘éu;‘f‘:‘ﬁ‘ 4

unger an p p e
early sasttlers, remembers John
Reed Lemon, son of John K.
Lemon one of the first Ioka
homesteade

TS,

Entire regions of the Basin were
withou :3; for livestock.
Fledgling herds were butchered or
sold, only easential arlimals were
laft. The Lemons kept one milk
cow, and 'work horses,

Even in the most difficult
circumstances the Lemon’s faith
remained steadfast. "You had to
be dependent on the Lord to see
you through,” John Reed testified.
And somehow ﬂ;l;f:?l;;y survived
sporadic years o t, growing
from one child, to six as Karl,

i Aona, Vera, nnd- Ester

Altamont High Céntenni.al Project Researches Basin Histo_g{
Legend, history and stories

captured in new publication

By Cheryl Mecham

What began manths as a
class assignment for Altamont
High Students has ended in the
gublicaﬁon Menoirs of the Once

ilent guntains nta

ountainsg, a so un
compiling the stories, histories
and legends of students' ancestors,
their pioneering life and the
"wonderful tales that make up the
folklore of the Uintah Basin and
the Upper Country.”

The substantial undertaki
‘was embraced by students an
faculty as Altamont's centennial
project, and was open for
contribution to the entire
studentbody, said Denna Barton,
the Altamont High English
teacher who conceived the jdea
and directed the project.

Material for the book was
gathered through student
con;diuctad intarviadwa of
grandparents, at- ts
or another "oﬂ-etimgmrgs&a::&"
Barton explained, saying that
students could then use the

information to write a hiastorical
account or create a story using the
historical backdrop. Students who
didn’t have relatives living in the
area conducted interviews with
their forbearers where ever they
live. Their stories are also included
in the book. "We at
Altamont do feel an urgency to
record their amazingly brave and
often humorous stories. But this is
only one part of the book. The
Uintah Basin teems with legends -
legends of gold and mystery, the
fabulous axmm of Butch Cassidy,
the water ies, and monsters.
Even today many believe and offer
documentation to their claims of
the authanh;ctietg of thess stories,”
n reported.

Tami Jessen, a senior at
Altamont, and English Sterling
Scholar said, "I would have never
learned the things I did about my
grandfather, I wouldnt have
known to ask questions.”

Btudents learned secondhand
the hardship that their forefathers
faced in the primitive beginnin
of the Uin Basin. One s
story tells of a small child who was

- sent each day to get milk for the

baby. Thmung one watked miles.
One day the child spilled the milk
and the baby cried all day for the
lack of it.

Anather story depicts the creepy
tale of the Moon Lake "Water
Babijes." Legend tells of an eerie
sound, like that of a crying baby
Lvel}ieh comes mhe the water just

ore .a mother specter appears
whose deadly desire it is to pull
swimmers down into the shadowy
depths to keep her babies
company,

Barton estimates that over 180
students contributed to the
manuscript, usually submitting
two articles for publication.
Occasionally articles came from
the historical research on the part
of students who were interested in
a epecific event.

As stories were comsletod they
were turned over to students of the
"gifted class” for proofreading.
After several rounds of editing
polished copies emerged, ready for
pré'nt. ;

It is everyone’s project, it's
exciting because we've all worked
on it o to see it done is going to be
great!” Marci Dastrup, of the gifted
class exclaimed,

Memoirs of the Once Silent
Uin ountaing will soon
available for gale at Altamont High
School. Call 464-3814 daytime or
454-3625 or 454-3601 evenings to
reserve copies and for further

. information.

EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS--Students in Altamont High's "Gifted Class” have been hard at work

came along;

When the days labors were
dene, John Reed said the family
1g‘:l:hm'ed together by the light of a

rosena lamp to play games and
read the scriptures. "We got along
fine,” he commented.

Eve?one, young and old alike
enjoyed a trip to town, Myton City
was the central market center for
several years after homesteaders
flooded in, Lemon Baid,
remembering a "saloon, several
stores, two banks and hotels ... It
was way ahead of Roosevelt at
first, now Myton doesn’t have a
s st Mysoaswvanal o

trip to , several miles
from the Lemon pro was
made with a team an a wagon.
John Reed said his mother, Anns
Sophi? would trade buiter and
eggs for other groceries. The
journey took most of the da{, and
Wn:l ;eav{arded by "one I:I:F wgo
WO ways put a sac candy
in our bm:."yﬂ

Early settlers knew how  to
make do with the little they had,
John Reed remembers the first
suit he ever had, made by his
mother, Anna Sophia, a competent
seamstress who mada all the

help ﬁ am

Like other homesteading
children of the day, John Reed
worked alongside his parents
learning the skills of gelf
sufficiency. "My Uncle Jim taught
me quite a lot about shoeing
horses,” he said. John Reed
learned to "plow the ground,
plant, and handle the horses quite
young, milk the cows and take
care of the chickens.”

Ioka residents were quick to
establish a aschool for ‘the
education of their children. One
room school houses were built on
the east and west sides of foka to
accommodate the area children,
according to the publication Eay)
Hiaboq of the Uintah Basin.

e Lemon c| en attended a
school house one and a-half miles
east of their homestead, carried on
horseback. One teacher served all
the children in all eight grades.

Morley Vernon, John Reed’s
7th-8th grade er was his
"favorite teacher,” because of
Vernon's tﬂ:asant manner, the
practical things he taught, "never
to smoke” and hie ability to dance
and Elay with his students.

John Reed, his brothers and
sisters, and most all of the other
school children of the day rode to
school on horse back. Hitching
posts were as common a sight
then as bicycle racks are today.

The first church organization
formed in Ioka was the Latter Day
Saint Sunday School establishad
in 1808. John Reed's father, John
K. Lemon served as
superintendent. The first LDS
chapal was built in 1915, John

remembers "men hauling the
stone from the "western hills."

Continued on page 20

proofreading manuscripts detailing pioncering stories for the publication Memoirs of the Once Silent Uintah

Mountains,

o sewing machine,
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TOP GRADUATES-Paige Fieldsted, left, is Altamont’s valedictorian, and
Natisha Miles is the salutatorian.

UINTAH BASIN
ALTAMONT

Continued from page 13

to chose from including the Col-
lege of Eastern Utah and Snow
College. She was also given the
Zack Peck Memorial scholarship.
Miles played volleybail, basket-
ball and was on the track team at
Altamont,

Other scholarship award win-
ners are: Shelly Thayne, Tri-
County Health, UBTA; Toni
Christensen, SUU, UBTA;
Sharalee Miles, USU; Lindsay
Mitchell, USU; Cheisey Jensen,
University of Utah; Jerica
Goodrich, UVSC; Dallon
Christensen, USU; Andrea
Monsen, USU; Daniel Lindsay,
College of Eastern Utah; Gavin
Lindsay, College of Eastern Utah;
Logan Vsughn, USU; Mandi
Hogan, College of Eastern Utah,

Chal Alred scholarship awards

"go to Fieldsted, N, Miles, Toni

Christensen, Dallon Christensen,
Daniel Lindsay, Gavin Lindsay,
Jessica Wood, Mandi Hogan,

derica Goodrich and Chelsey
Jensen completed their two-year
associate degrees while in high
school, said Brent Brotherson of
Altamont High.

After graduation a senior lock-
in will be held. First the gradu-
ates will have water slide fun in
Vernal from 12 midnight to 2 a.m.,
They will return to Altamont and
play games in the gymnasium.
Prizes will be awarded.. Breakfast
will be served at 6 a.m.




lﬂpper Country plagued by fires '

|
By Steve Puro N .
Uintah Basin Standard : i

The Altamont Fire Department
has responded to a spate of structure
fires of the past two months the likes
of which it hasn't seen in years.

The most recent blaze occurred
last Monday at the Altonah home
_ of Johny and Debbie Thayne, where

fire consumed two rooms and left the
house with severe smoke damage.

“This has been one of those years
that we don’t want to repeat,” Al-
tamont Fire Chief Greg Miles said.
“We usually have two substantial
house fires in the winter. To have five
fires in a short period of time is out of
the norm for us.”

In addition to the Thayne fire,
which Miles said did an estimated
$60,000 in damage, Altamont fire-
fighters have heen called to battle the
following blazes since November:

* On Nov. 10, a shop behind Al-
tamont Assistant Fire Chief Kelly
Bird's home in Bluebell caught fire.
Milessaid the blaze was caused whena
metalbrace used in constructionofthe
shop’s chimney heated up and ignited
a hird’s nest in the space around the
chimney.

* On Nov. 30, fire damaged the
home of Jim and Cheri Smith. The
fire:began in a crawlspace beneath
the home and destroyed two bed-
rooms before crews could extinguish
it. Construction work being done on
the home is suspected of causing the

fire, Miles said..

* On Dec. 14, fire did serious dam-
age to the home of Kasey and Tammy X

Thacker. The blaze started in the late GEOFF LIESIK, UINTAH BAS STANOARD

g hilelthe el AnAIta_montﬁreﬁghterworks to douse flames showing from the roof of a shop
SEE FIRES on page A-4  behind Altamont Assistant Fire Chief Kelly Bird’s home on Nav. 10.
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Continued from page A-1

was home. They smelled smoke
and called the fire department,
which extinguished the flames
in about five minute, The fire
was caused by an electrical
problem, Miles said.

* In late December, crews
were called to the Boneta home
of Shannon Pass after a fire
broke out in an electrical box
inthe living room. Firefighters
were able to contain the fire to
the electrical box, Miles said.

Miles noted that almost
all of the blazes — including
the Thayne fire — have been
related to electrical problems.

“We encourage people to
keep their electrical appliances
maintained and up to date,”
Miles said. “Don’t overload
your circuits.”

Miles said some homes have
circuits wired for aspecificload
butconnected toabreaker that

israted too high for the system.
In that situation the conditions
are set for heat to build up in
the wiring, creating the condi-
tions for a fire to start.

A professional should be
called if there are questions
gbout whether a system is set
up properly, the chief said.

“If you aren't sure of the
load on your wires and break-
ers, then contact an electrician
and find out what your system
can handle, what its limits and
capabilities are,” Miles said.

Roosevelt Fire Chief Lee
Rockwood agreed.

“Especially during the cold
weather people are using heat-
ers to keep their pipes from
freezing,” Rockwood said.
“That puts an extra strain
on the circuits and over loads
them.”

Thawing pipes also creates
a whole new set of hazards.

“People will use a small pro-
panetorch to thaw outthe pipes

and not realize they have left
wood and the insulation back-
ing smoldering,” Rockwood
said.

His advice?

“Don’tuseaheater,” hesaid.
“Keep your water running and
keep your chimneys cleaned
and maintained.”

The responsibility for re-
sponding to the many fires this
winter hasfallen on volunteers
in Altamont and elsewhere.

%1 have to give credit to the
firefighters,” Milessaid. “They
are a bunch of great guys and
only a handful are available for
the day time fires.”

Property damage to homes
that caught fire this winter
could have been a lot worse
in many cases, Miles said. He
credits the willingness and ex-
perience of the firefighters for
their effectiveness on calls.

“We have learned together,
worked together and trained
together,” Miles said.
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Vernal family ‘giving thanks’

By Maureen Spencer
Express Writer

When Grandpa and Grandma
Thacker missed an airplane flight in
1995, the gentle-hearted couple
changed the futures of their entire
extended family.

Some moments in time are like
that, and this was one such event
for Vernal's Michael and Kim
Thacker Bradley and their children.

Thacker posterity yet to come,
will feel the consequences of that
missed Thanksgiving flight.

Al and Cheryl Thacker had helped
an optometrist friend gather donat-
ed eyeglasses for several years and
then traveled to Nuevo Casas
Grandes, Mexico, where they
helped distribute them to hundreds
of the sight impaired,

Thacker recalls the wonderful
feelings they experienced watching

a toddler see his mother’s face for

the first time.

The area is home to approximate- -

ly 125,000 people living in towns
and villages and is 120 miles south
of Deming, N.M. Life there is
deceptively “simple.”

The government will not accept a
child into the school system if it
bomn handicapped.

Bearing a handicapped child is
grounds for a husband to abandon
both wife and child.

Poverty prevents mothers from
having proper pre-natal food, thus
noticeably increasing the incidence
of children born with clubbed feet
and cleft'pad8, among other phys-
ical problems.

Abandoned and with a handi-
capped child to care for, a woman
can find no way out of poverty.

In 1995, the Thackers went to
Mexico with the eyeglass project
and an overbooked airplane kept
them in Mexico overnight, staying
with friends Ed and Gayle Whetton
in Colonia Juarez. That night, they
discovered that there was much that
could be done to help the extremely
poor and the handicapped of Nuevo
Casas Grandes.

This was a Thanksgiving none of
Thacker’s family will ever forget..

Casas Grandes had just found
Santa and a continuing, year-long
rotation of *“elves” from Utah, many

from Vernal.
Al Tharkar ic thae Find af man

care businesses.

Now retired, this formef barber
and his wife look at a child's physi-
cal handicap and poverty as an
opportunity...an  opportunity to
expand their own abilities to find
and obtain donations to relieve suf-
fering.

Al and Cheryl, now in their late
60's make six to eight trips to Casas
Grandes a year.

Thacker children and spouses,
and their children, have keen shown
the concept of “charity'}--an impor-
tant family value.

Michael and Kim Bradley of
Vernal have seen “grandpa’s proj-
ects” become a large part of their
own lives:

Their son Logan supervised 40
quilts for Grandpa’s sub for Santa
as his Eagle Scout praject and col-
lected bags and bags of clothing all
for Casas Grandes.

“Clothing is not as important
there,” says Kim. “What they don't
have is socks.”

So, son Dustin did his Eagle
Scout project creating Christmas
“stockings”- made from a pair of
tube socks filled with a comb,
toothbrush, tcothpaste, shampoo,
washcloth, small toy, pencil, paper
and a pen and tied together at the
top.

Dustin's Eagle crew made 342
“stockings” for Casas Grandes.

Their son Devin is a senior in
high school this year. He is a track,
hockey and soccer letterman, and in
the Honor Society. He also super-
vised the making of 40 quilts for
Casas Grandes as his Eagle Scout
project.

Their daughter Knstin and her
friends are making fabric dolls for
the Casas Grandes Christmas this
year.

The Bradley family works togeth-
er annually to decorate a spectacu-
lar tree for the Trees for Charity to
raise money for the Tiny Tim
Foundation.

Money is another thing there is
not enough of in their edopted
Mexican region.

Grandpa Thacker made a wonder-
ful discovery. “For $40, I can feed
a family for a whole month,” he
tells folks. “How many families
would you like to feed!” He had
carefully researched basic foods
availahle..thinae like henns.  salt.

year round
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A surgical center will m<m=Em__f emerge from this poor beginning. Mike Bradley measures for roof beams

and brother-in-law Hal Thacker steadies the ladder.

Calendaar

November 26

e Trees for Charity Festival
Western Park. 789-7396, Nov. 26-30.
Closed Thursday, Thanksgiving, Set
up Wednesday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. View
trees Friday and Seturday 11 a.m. - 9
p.m. and Sunday noon to 6 p.m.

« Uintah High School end of first
trimester, Dismissed following lunch

at 12:30 for holiday.

» Last ditch effort of Utah turkeys
to urge pork, “the other white meat,”
goes before Supreme Court.

November 27

« Happy Thanksgiving to you and
yours. (the turkeys lost.)

+ No Rotary.

s Thanksgiving Pow Wow. Ron
Cuch for details. 545-2156.

November 28
« Santa’s Workshop annual

craft/gift' sales, 3-7 p.m. Vemal
Middle School auditorium. Cody,
789-5766.

+ Dinosaur Gardens Lighting, last
lighting at present locaticn, approx. 5
p.m.

» Community dance at Golden Age
Center, 155 South 100 West, 8-10
p.m. every Friday night, Kay’s Band
e el

« Thanksgiving Pow Wow. Ron
Cuch for details. 545-2156,

November 29

+ Santa’s Workshop annual
craft/gift sales, 9 am. to 5 pum.
Vernal Middle Schoo! auditorium,
Cody, 789-5766.

+ Thanksgiving Pow Wow. Ron
Cuch for details. 545-2156:

* Benefit “penming jackpot” for Lee
Mecham whose saddle shop bumed
recently. At 9 am., Western Park
indoor arena. Sponsored by Uintah
Basin Team Penning Clubs. 789-
3714.

December 1

» Trees for Charity Auction 6:30
p.m. 789-1352.

» Santa’s Community Effort dona-
tions being taken at Vernal City
Offices, 447 East Main. New toys.or
clothing. 8 am.-5 p.m. Monday-
Friday. Kathy 789-4880, Teddie 789-
3425. Clearinghouse of community

Christmas donations for the needy.

December 2
+ Vemal Arca Chamber of
Commerce. Noon. Golden Gorral-
Nolan' Karras, gubernatorial candi-
date speaking.
« Laptime stories hosted by Prime
Time 4 Kids at Uintah County

Cihenem: 1030 am. amsa 0t 1
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Wanted: A mayor for Altamont

By Aldon Rachele

Travie Mitchell should be the
former Altamont mayor because
he is moving a half a mile outside
ofthetown'sboundaries. Hedidn’t
seek re-election for that reason,
but no one ran for that office in
November.

Mitchell, who has served as
mayor of the small upper country
community for 12 years, is still
the mayor until someone is ap-
pointed next month. The problem
is right now, no one knows just
who that someone might be.

“Altamont is looking for a
mayor, I will be the mayor until
someone is named to replace me,”
said Mitchell. “My family is mov-
ing out of the city limits. You
have to live in town to be the
mayor. It is time for someone else

to take a look at being mayor.”

People interested in the posi-
tion can contact the Altamont
Town Council to find out if they
fulfill all the requirements — one
of which mandates that the mayor
live within the city limits.

“The Council can put in who-
ever they want as mayor,”
Mitchell explained. “They can
appoint a person of their choice.
They need someone willing to do
the job. Somebody should be ready
to go as mayor next month.”

If a current Altamont Town
Council member is picked as
mayor then a vacant seat on the
council will need to be filled.

Last November Clyde Watkins
ran for re-election unopposed and
Matt Melinkovich was unopposed
as he ran for the seat that was
held by Doug Curry.
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GRANT MONEY FOR BASIN COMMUNITIES — Scn. Bob Bennett

(R-Utnh) presents a check for $468.383 10 Bruce Todd. manager of
UBTA-UBET Telecommunications. The federal grant willallow UBTA-
UBET to establish communiiy centers in Alamoent and Whiterocks. The
center will provide free access to high speed Intermet services. The
funding will also allow the company to exiend ther lines 1o provide high
speed Internet to schools. medical clinies and the fire station in Ahamont
and Whiterocks, The check was presented at Bennett's conlerence on

rural technology.

Whiterocks and Altamont to
benefit from federal grant

Agriculture Secretary for Rural
Development Thomas C. Dorr suid
access to rural broadband technol-
ogy is & key component to cconomic
vitality in rural areas during a joint
check presentation with U.S. Senu-
tor Bob Bennett. Dorr and Scnator
Bennett presented checks totaling
$1.3 million to two Utah businesses
that have committed to developing
rural broadband services in Utah.

The presentation was made dur-
ing Senator Bennett's Second An-
nual Rural Utah Business Technol-
ogy Conference being held in St.
George. Receiving the checks were
representatives {rom Skyline
Telecom end Uintah Basin Telecom-
munications Assoeiation, Inc.

“Senator Bennett's Business and

Technology Conference provides 21+
Century vision that will bring new
economic opportunities to the resi-
dents of Utah,"” said Dovr. “We share
a common desire to support the de-
velopment of information technol-
ogy.
Dorr added that the technology
infrastructure being developed
through the USDA grant funding
provides access to a bridge that will
connect local residents with the vast
knowledge andinformation resources
of the world. Skyline and Uintah
Busin are to be congratulated fm
providing new opportunities for
health, education und expanded eco-
nomicdevelopment for Native Ameri-
cans, and others living in these rural
areas.”

Skyline Telecom in Fairview, Utah
received an $830,820 graft th pro
vidé broadband conndctivity to the
Goshute Indian Tribe Reservatioi
located in Skull Valley in Toovel:
county. Uintah Basin Telecommumn-
cations Association, Inc., received tw

separate grants totaling $468,385 to
provide broadband connectivity to
tire Northern Ute Tribe in
Whiterocks, Uintah County, and the
community of Altamont, Duchesne
County

Communitiesselected do not have
access Lo broadband connectivity for
essential services of police, fire pro-
tection, hospitals, libraries and
schools, 1n return for receiving a
grant. the communities will provide
community residents with computer
and Internet access. The grant pro-
gram supplements USDA Rural
Development’s standard high-speed
telecommunications loan program,
USDA Rural Development 13 an
Equal Opportumiy Lender, Provider,
and Emplover. Complaints of dis-
crinination should be sentto: USDA,
Director, Officenf Ciuvil Reghts, Wash-
ington. D.C, 20250-9410
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HED — Howard Jenkins stands in front of his demaged feeder shed, The
wind picked up the shed and then dropped it during the micro burst at hishome in Altamont a week ago Monday.
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NO ONE WAS HURT — Luckily no one at the Howard Jenkins residence
in Altamont was injured when a micro bursttoppled the grainary and augers
at6p.m. Monday, Aug. 19. A close inspection also reveals portions of a pipe
snagged by the tall tree on the right. The pipe is vertically aligned on the
left side of the tree. Debris, including part of a tin roof, also litters the yard.
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SISTERS — Amy and Francine Winkler (pictured left to right), are the
daughters of Udell and Ruth Winkler. Amy will is tentatively scheduled
10 leave for China on Feb. 18, to teach English to young Chinese children.
Amy said her family is very supportive of her decision.

WINKLER

Continued from page 13

calls.

Amysays whenshe wasin Taiwan
it took her about six months before
she felt comfortable with the lan-
guage, this time around, however,
she will have a head start. And she
adds, “I always wanted to go back, I
didn’t now if it was necessarily to
teach, but I've come to the conclu-
sion that would be the best.”





